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Each of the first nine sections hereinafter mentioned, has been 
brought up to date and the new pages are being designated after each headings 



I* History and Development of the Communist Party in Hollywood (Pages 81 - 82) 



II • Communist Infiltration of labor Groups 
III* Conmunist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups 
IV. Communist Influence in Motion Pictures 
V. Soviet Activities in Hollywood 



(Pages 79 - 82) 
(Pages 104 - IP. 
(Pages 64-<?7) 
(Page 13 ) 



VI. Investigation of Communist Activities in the Motion Picture 
Industry By the Committee on Un-American Activities 



VII. Association of Motion Picture Producers, Incorporated 
VIII. New York Ramifications of the Motion Picture Industry 



(Pages 138-345) 
(No new pages ) 
(Pages 25-26) 



II. International Ramifications of Conmrunist Infiltration 
Into the Motion Picture Industry 



X. Anti-Cccmmist Activities 



(Pages 11-13) 
(Pages 8 - 14) 



In accordance with your instructions, this Running Memorandum will 
again be brought up to date in six months. 
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su?£urt csj coumrcsT iNmrnATioH into the 

MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 






I. HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CaatUHIgT PARTY IN HOILDTOOD 

A* Communist International and National Declarations of 
Interosta In Motion Picture Industry 

Willi Muensenbcrg, in an article entitled "Capture the Filral" with 
the subtitle "Hints on the Use of. Out of the Use of. Proletarian Film 
Propaganda" which appeared in the Daily Worker on July 23, 1925, stated as 
follows : 

"We raus t develop the tremendous cultural possibilities of the motion 
picture in tho revolutionary sense#. ..Oie of the nost pressing tasks 
confronting Co an ui list Parties on the field of agitation and propaganda 
is the conquest of this supremely important propaganda weapon, until 
now the monopoly of the ruling class, we must wrest it from than and 
turn it against them." 

In stressing the importance of the notion picture, Muenzenberg calls 
attention to the fact that "the total attendance in the movie theatres of 
England, France and’ the United States is perhaps even today (1925) greater than 
the total of newspaper readers in those countries". Muenzenberg also states 
in* this article' "Hot the destruction of tools and technical equipment, but their 
conquest and their turning to the use of the labor movement, for the idea— 
World of Communism*. 

In a second article by Uuenzenberg found in the Daily Worker of 
Saturday, August entitled "The Picture end the Fils i » the Revolx** 

t ionary Movement", he quotes internationally famous Coramunists concerning the 
importance of motion pictures to the world Communist movement# He quotes 
Vladimir Hitch Lenin in a conversation with Comrade A# V# Lunacharski, the 
. former Soviet Comissar for Public Education, as stating! 

"You must powerfully develop film production, taking especially the 
proletarian kino (motion picture theatres) to the city masses and in 
still a much greater extent to the village# You must always consider 
that of all the arts, the motion picture is for us the moat important. 
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Muenzenberg also quotes the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the CcnTJuniat International, Gregory E* Zinoviev, concerning the motion 
picture aa follows: 

"The motion picture in the possession of the bourgeoisie is the 
strongest means fcr the betrayal and befuddling of the masses* 

Xn our hands it and must become a mighty weapon of Consiunist 

propaganda far the enlightening of the widest working masses** 

ifuenzenberg also emoted K. Ttoroschilow, who at that time was the 
Conmander of the Red Army in the Moscow Military District, as stating! 

"The notion picture, as a cultural plane (the carpenter*s tool), 
has Twn itself a place of honor in the U.3.S.R. It is no less 
popular in the Red Amy than among the v*orker and peasant masses*" 

He quotes Clara Zetkin who has been referred to as the oldest 
revolutionary woman and an intimate friend of Lenin as stating concerning the 
significance of the film in the Communist propaganda: 

"On no account can the Communist movement ignore the propaganda 
power of the motion picture*" 

In addition to these Quotations cited by Muenzenberg, he also 
wrote in his article as follows: 

"••••In the. factories or after working hours we could show the workers 
by means of trick film the constant lowering of their living con- 
ditions, of the actual lowering of their wages in comparison to the 
rising prices, and thus demonstrate the actual working out of 
bourgeoisie control of politics and industry* 

"There are hundreds of motives and objectives that can be utilized 
in film propaganda* V;e are not oblivious to the colossal censor- 
ship difficulties, technical and organizational obstacles, that stand 
in the way of all these suggested plans. Much groundwork would 
already be won if we could put every Coiwnunist Party and organization 
into a position to show a monthly film chronicle of the most important 
happenings in Soviet Russia, and thus to bring the development of this 
strongest prop of the international proletarian and revolutionary 
movement into the dear vision of the masses*" 

Muenzenberg also relates, 

"But next to nothing has been done to put the film into the arsenal 
of agitation and propaganda weapons of the Communist Party* Quite 
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properly the enlarged Executive Committee of the Comintern in 
ifarch, 1925» called attention to this shortcoming, and instructed 
all affiliated Parties to concern themselves much ro re than 
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rades of the International have repeatedly and emphatically point* 
ed out the treroendcxaa significance of the film propaganda.* 

Muenzenberg concludes this article with the following statement! 

"There must no longer be any country In which the Communist Party and 
its groups do not make extensive propagandist use of the motion pic- 
ture film#" 



with regard to the aforegoing quotations, it should be pointed out 
that they .’ere taken from the Daily Worker, which is the Communist daily paper 
fnr the eastern part of the United States published in New York City# The 
author of this article, TJilli Muenzenberg, was for many years a Party function- 
ary of the Communist Party of Germany in Charge of Publications and Propaganda# 
He was generally considered to be the "Czar of Propaganda and Publications of 
theGemar^Cornnunitische Partie Deutschland." Confidential Informant, 

f° rmer Jneirber of the Communist Party and a reliable pai^Tn^ 
i^rain^rThe Los Angeles Office, has stated that Muenzenberg who is now de- 
ceased, was at one time a member of the Executive Cormittee of the Cortnunist 
International# He related that Muenzenberg was not in the United States at 
the time this article was incorporated into the Daily Worker but that it was 
incorporated into the Daily Worker and the fact that it was reprinted would be 
considered by the Communists as a directive to be followed# He related that he 
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zenberg has attended Plenums of the Coinnunist International in liostow, Russia# 



B# Communist Tactics, Strategy and Methods of Operation 



In order to more clearly point out the motivating forces which cause 
Commnists to carry out the teachings of Marx, Lenin and Joseph Stalin and to 
indicate the aim and objective of the Communist movement, quotations from various 
Communist periodicals and other authoritative sources are being set out in this 
section# In addition, reliable sources have indicated various methods of opera- 
tion and tactical procedures - used by the Communists, in some instances with" re- 
gard to the motion picture industry, and these are also being set out in this 
section# 
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The Connunist ethics must be considered in order to visualize the 
true significance and content of the tactics and statements of Communists 
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"Cur morality is entirely subordinate to the interests of the class 
struggle of the proletariat.*., For the Communists, morality con- 
sists entirely of compact, united discipline and conscious mass 
struggle against the exploiters* Ke do not believe in eternal 
morality, and ire expose all the fables about morality** 

It is clear from Lenin * s statement that the individual Communist** 
ethical judgment is subservient to the ’.Till of the Cossnunist Party. 
According to Lenin, the Communist code of ethics must reflect that 
the truth should give way to the class advantage* In other words, 
the Communists * word only has as much value as their conception of 
the interests of the class 'Struggle may dictate* 

The aim of the Communist Party in the United States is clearly 
indicated in "A Manual on Organization* of the Communist Party by J, Peters 
published in 1935 • According to this manual, the Conmunist Party*3 aim is 
as follows s 

"The Communist Party of the USA leads the working class in the 
fight for the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism, for the 
establishment of a Socialist Soviet Republic in the United States,. •*“ 
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United States, stated in the book entitled "Toward Soviet America": 

"The' leader of the revolution in all its stages is the Communist 
Party.. ..The establishment of an American Soviet Government will 



mark the birth of real deiaocracy in the United States* 



ror me 



first tine the toilers will be free, with industry and the 
government in their ov,n hands* Mow they are enslaved: the 

industries and the government are the property of the ruling 
class." 

To further show the allegiance of the American Communists, it 
should be noted that Killian Z.. Foster, when testifying before the Fish 
Committee of the 71st Congress in 1930, stated: 

"The workers of this country (the United States) aid the workers 
of every country have only one flag* That is the red flag. That 
is the flag of the proletarian democracy*" 

In addition, to show the true revolutionary movement of the Com- 
munists in the United States, an excerpt of a pledge given to 2,000 individuals 
who were being initiated into the Communist Party at New fork City in 1935* 

Earl Browder, at that time head of the Cormunist Party, USA, stated in part: 
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"I pledge myself to rally the masses to defend the Soviet Union, 
the land of victorious socialism* I pledge myself to remain at 
all times a vigilant and firm defender of the Leninist line of the 
Party, the only line that insures the triumph of Soviet power in 
the United States** 



The deceptive pH. no. plea employed by the Communist Party have been 
indicated by their use of trickery and subterfuge to employ a tactic or gain 
an objective. The following quotations of V* I* Lenin, regarded as the 
"great god" of the American Cornrunists whose writings are' their Bible, are 
being set out as indicative of the above. 

"The strictest loyalty to the ideals of Communism must be combined 
with the ability to make all necessary practical compromises, to 
maneuver, to make agreements, zig-zags, retreats, etc., so as to 
accelerate the coming to power. 



"It is necessary to be able to withstand all t’lis, to agree to 
any and every sacrifice, and even— if need be— to resort to all 
sorts of devices, maneuvers, and illegal methods, to evasion and 
subterfuge, in order to penetrate into the trade unions, to re- 
main In then, and to carry on Communist work in them at all costs 



In order that one can readily recognize the Communist propaganda 
disseminated in written or spoken words, the deceptiveness of the Aesopian 
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to this brand of Communist double-talk, statedi 



"••••That cursed Aesopian language, . .which. . . .compelled all revolutionaries 
to have, re course, whenever they took up their pens to write a 'legal* 
work." 



Lenin used it for the purpose of avoiding "censorship". Communists 
today are using it to misleid the public. 



Indicative of the method of procedure utilized by the Connunist 
Party is the following Quotation taken from the publication entitled "Program 
of the Communist International" which reflects that the Communist Party 
"extends its influence over the majority of members of its own class, in- 
cluding workingmen and the working youth. To achieve this, the Connunist 
Party must secure proletariat influence in the broad mass proletarian organ- 
izations (Soviets, trade unions, factory committees, cooperative societies. 
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sport organizations, cultural organizations, etc*) It is particularly 
important for the purpose of winning over the majority of the proletariat f- 
to gain control of the trade unions, which are genuine mass working class 
organizations closely bound up with the every day struggles of the working 
class* To work in reactionary trade unions and skillfully to gain control 
of them, to win the confidence of the broad masses of the industrially 
organized workers, to change and ‘remove from their posts* the reformist 
leaders, represent important tasks in the preparatory period.* The preced- 
ing quotation was found in this publication under the heading, "The Funda- 
mental Tasks of Communist Strategy and Tactics"* 



Confidential Informant 



[of the Lcs Angeles 



Office who is a former member of the Connunist Party in the Los Angeles area 
and has been closely affiliated with the motion picture industry for a con- 
siderable period of time, has stated that there has been a noticeable change 
in the general tactical lines and methods of operation in the Connunist 
Party in the film industry* He stated that this is apparently due to the wave of 
exposals of individual Communists and Communist Party line followers in govern- 
ment and other circles as a part of the broad campaign of the attack now being 
waged on Communism* He related that there has resulted a change in its 
method of operation and tactics to meet these conditions. He stated that 
some of the former outspoken leaders of the Communists as well as Communist 
sympathizers have drawn bick to less important positions and have less to 
say openly in Communist affairs, while those who have not been so active or 
so well-knoTm have been forced tc the front to carry on the program not as 
Communists but camouflaged as "liberals" and "progressives". 



Inf orman tpppp has related that these Communists are even boring 
within the anti-Conimmist movement with the objective in view of taking over 
.the movement. and directing it to less harmful channels, the result being that 
Communists are attacking themselves but not sufficiently vigorously enough 
to basically harm themselves or their movement. He related that these are 
all a part cf the tactics which were laid down 3t the Leninist School pj 
rat epy and tactics". It should be pointed out that this informant,, 

being a former member cf the Connunist Party, has considerable 
lowledge of the Communist strategy and tactics* 

I stated it is “be coming more and more apparent that the Communists 

are using prominent sympathizers in the motion picture industry to further 
their policies* He stated that by using these persons of high standing and 
influence, the Communist Party hopes to cover up these Individuals* real 
Connunist connections* He continued by stating that the following top pro- 
ducers over a period of years not only employed Communists and Comcunist 
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sympathizers, some of whom were notoriously known, but have protected them- 
whenever their names or reputations have been exposed to public notices 



David Selznick 
Warner Brothers 
Walter T&nger 



Samuel Goldwyn 
Charles Chaplin 



■■■BP analyzed the situation in Hollywood by relating that producers 
in the rotlonpicture industry could clean up the Communist movement if they 
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where the Hollywood motion picture industry or any of its top influential 
leaders had ever denounced Coraminism or Communists publicly* Basically, he 
said, they are "internationalists'* • Because of this, the activity of the 
Communists and their sympathizers who do not really work for the Corrminist 
cause increases day by day with added influence in all departments of the 
motion picture industry. 

As an additional part of the general program for Corcmunis^oene- 
tration into the motion picture industry. Confidential InformantBHHI^ 
of the Los Angeles Office stated that the Cormunist Party con- 
the importation of known pro-Co trmunist individuals into the Holly- 
wood area of great significance. 

Confidential Infomant|^^|B^ so related that a large percentage 
of this pro-Conmunist element was^ffought into Hollywood during the period 
from 1935 to 19lilw Mans' of these individuals were European refugees who came 
to this country following the rise of Nazism in Europe and were employed in 
reliable positions in the field of writing and directing. The majority of 
-these people,* although not openly admitted members of the Consnunist Party, 
have shown a sympathy to the Ccrmunist cause or have moved in Conrrunist 
circles in the notion picture industry. Among the exiled refugees prominent 
in pro-Soviet and Cormunist circles in Hollywood is Hanns Eisler. Harms Eisler 
is the brother of Gerhardt Eisler who was recently convicted on contempt of 
Congress. Hanns Eisler has been the subject of an un-American Activities 
Committee inquiry into the irotion picture industry. Harms Eisler has an 
extensive record of Soviet and Communist affiliations both in the United States 
and Europe vriich had been brought to your attention in a separate memorandum 
dated July 11, 19147* 

Confidential Inf ormant |^^^^^^^H|^mmprovlded information in- 
dicating that the Communists have recentj^Tos^^ound to some extent in the 
trade union field because of the failure of the strike of the Conference of 
Studio Unions. He indicated, however, that the Communists have more than made 
up for their failure by having many of their sympathizers placed in high 
executive Dositions such as directors and writers. He related that this latter 
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type of penetration is no re insidious because of the reputations and influence 
gained by those elevated in this manner. An outstanding example was the , 
appointment of Dora Schary to be Director of all production at RKO Studios. 

I£r. Schary has followed the Communist Party line for many years, has engaged 
in the activities of^y^^jupported a number of Communist influenced organ- 
izations. Inf orman elated that his important position affords hia 
complete protection agaTnst any charge by an outsider that he has been in- 
volved in activity. This pattern appears to be followed closely, 

according tc^HIBand extends throughout the industry, tending to make it 
somewhat sacred far any criticism of a definite or specific nature. 



C. Early Coramnist Party History and Orcanization in Hollywood 



Confidential Inf ormant of the Los Angeles 

Office related that the League ofAinericaj^^riLersTat a convention held in 
New York City in April of 1 935> decided to form a Pacific Coast Branch of 
the League of American Writers and related that at that time Via ldo Frank 
was the National Secretary of the League of American Writers, f 

A complete record and report on the first American Writers Congress 
has been published by the International Publishers, edited by Henry Hart. 

This report contains all the addresses delivered at this Congress, 
an article by John Howard Lawson entitled ” Technique and the Drama". 



Quoting from an introduction appearing in this book concerning the 
First American Writers Congress, it states i 

"Tfe propose, therefore, that a Congress of American Revolutionary 
Writers- be held in New York City April 26, 27, 28, 1935; that to 
this Congress there be invited all writers who have achieved some 
standing in their respective field and who have clearly indicated 
their sympathy with the Revolutionary cause j who do not need to be 
convinced of the decay of capitalism, of the inevitability of 
revolution. ...W'e believe such a congress should create the League 
of American Writers, affiliated with the International Union of 
Revolutionary 7friters._ In European countries the International Union 
of Revolutionary Writers is In the vanguard of literature and 
political action." 

Prominent Hollywood writers listed as being on tho call to attend 
the first and second American Writers Congresses included such individuals 
ass Guy Endore, John Howard Lawson and Samuel Omits. All three of these 
individuals are identified in this section of the memorandum as Consmnists. 
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With regard to the Congress of American Revolutionary Writers 
which created the League of American Writers, it should be pointed out 
that this is one of the organisations which was declared subversive by the 
Attorney General in that it came within the purview of Public Lair 135 of 
the 77th Congress which was superseded by Public Lear 61*1* of the 77th Congress* 

The United Progressive News of September 21, 1936, reflects that 
some 2$ writers attended the first local (Los Angeles and Bollywood) meeting 
of the League of American Writers on Sunday night and that .included in this 
group was 7* J* Jerome (true name Isaac Remains)* The United Progressive News 
is a defunct weekly paper, formerly distributed in Los Angeles* A known 
Communist, Ellenore Bo gig tan, aka, Ellen ore Abowits was one of seven members of 
the paper's staff in 1936* By the way of identification, it should be pointed 
out that 7* J* Jerome is one of the leading theoreticians of the Communist 
Party now holding the position of Associate Editor of the monthly theoretical 
organ of the Communist Party, "Political Affairs"* 



The Dally Worker of September 23, 1933, contained an article by 
7* J* Jerome entitled "Marx, Lenin and Stalin on the Role of the Comnunist 
Party* • Comments by Jerome In the conclusion of this article are as follows : 



"And on our own celebration day of the ll*th anniversary of our 
Party's founding, we oust bear in mind that our Party has as its 
guide to action the teaching of Marx, Lenin and Stalin embodied 
in the program of the Communist International* We must realize 
that our central task is to win over the majority of the working 
,olass*" 




concerning the Communist Party's activities 
in los Angeies and Hollywood, stated that in 193U there were actually only 
3$ or 1*0 Communist members In Hollywood connected with the motion picture 
industry* He stated they were attached to the Los Angeles Section of the 
Communist Party* However, he related that in 1935, 7. J. Jerome, identified 
above, came to Hollywood from New York in an effort to organise Conmrunist Party 
unite in Hollywood among the "writers, producers and actors* 



In substantiating the informatior^et out heretofore in this 
section. Confidential Informantfl|||[^^HHHlbf the Los Angeles Office, 
who has amassed considerable data c^^^^^^ugEnu nist activities in the Lea 
reles area and who is at presenlflPH|fHHH| 

relatedtiJa^tn^Toanunist rarty 
ct-ure industry gained impetus through such organisations as the 
League of American Writers, the American Writers Congress and the League 
Against War and Fascism, all of which were Communist front groups* He also 
related that 7* J, Jerome, the Communist theoretician, came to Bollywood 
in 1935. 
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Former Confidential Informant 




i erome, 

Corammlst branches* 



f the Los Angeles 
bnner head of the* 
related that V* J. 
motion picture industry. 



John L* Leech, who in 193b wa a the organizational Secretary of 
the Ccemunist Party in Los Angeles County, testified before a Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury on August lh, I9b0, at which time he stated that V. J. 

Jerome (Victor Jerome, true name Isaac Romaine) was sent to Hollywood in the 
latter part of 1935 by the Cormunist Party Central Committee, New fork, to 
t improve cultural work, taking over these duties from Stanley Lawrence* 

Leech stated that V* J* Jerome helped organize study clubs and coordinated 
Party work between Hollywood and downtown Communist sections. Leech related 
that Jerome brought John Howard Lawson (Cormunist screen writer) to Holly- 
wood. In Leech*3 testimony, he also made the remark that Jerome had the 
aid of Jeff Kibre, labor leader whom he identified as a Communist* Leech 
stated that in the latter part of 1935 Jerome formulated plans to establish 
an underground Communist unit among the film elite* All dues and contri- 
butions as well as reports ne re to go directlytoKational Communist Party 
Headquarters in New York City. Informant the Los Angeles 

Office, previously identified in this sect^^^reTited that Jerome secured 
the aid of Nora and George Hellgren in Hollywood. Ncra and George KeUgren 
are identified in this section as Comunists. He stated that Jerome utilized 
Nora Hellgren in connection with the Corarunist plan to set up branches in the 
motion picture industry in theHollywood area. This information was also 
, substantiated by Informant |H^Bbho related that Hellgren did most of the 
"leg work" including the running of errands and collecting of dues for Jerome* 
He also related that Jeff Kibre was at that time closely associated with 
V* J. Jerome*' 



Informant the Los Angeles Office related 

that in the Spring a member of the Communist Party, 

direct orders came dona from the top structure of the Cormunist Party, U.S.A* 
to all units in the Los Angeles area instructing then to intensify and 
concentrate their activities in Hollywood and the motion picture industry. 
The directive emphasized the -fact that Communists must try to capture the 
labor unions and pointed out if this were done, the unions could be of tre- 
mendous service in influencing the type of picture produced. The directive 
also contained a specific call to the Cormunist s requesting them to concen- 
trate an the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywood which are composed 
of directors, writers, artists, actors and actresses and the highly paid 
technicians. 
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:oraant of toe sew Tork Office, has related that one of the objective* 
of the Conssuniet Party during the period of hie membership (1935 to 19U5) ea a 
to infiltrate the notion picture Industry* He related that from the tine of 
his assignment to the Daily Yorker In 1935, there was a very definite emphasis 
placed on the discussions and activities of the Party leaders on the program 
of establishing and strengthening Cosmunlst influence In Hollywood and 
penetrating the motion picture industry ideologically* He stated that the 
national officers of the Communist Party looked upon this program as being 
very important and conside red It as an excellent means of molding and 
influencing public opinion that the Communists 1 interests 

in the motion picture industry were not entirely divorced from other interests 
on the West Coast* He stated, for example, that there was a sort of link 
between the activities of Harry Bridges and West Coas t shipping and the 
Communist infiltration program in Hollywood tat ed Bridges was well 

acquainted with the Hollywood producers and of the "Hollywood 

crowd" ♦ He stated that they helped each other to their mutual advantage. He 
also recalls that the Communist infiltration of the motion picture industry 
was definitely on the agenda when former Communist Party leaders and the 
current national leader, William Z. Foster, visited the West Coast and parti- 
cularly the Los Angeles area* 




In September, 1939, the Los Angeles County Cocinunist Party published 
a pamphlet portraying the 20 year history of the Cornmmist Party in Los 
Angeles County* The pamphlet is know under the title "Tko Decades of Progress”* 
Its reference -to Hollywood and cultural groups reflects that members had in 
early years penetrated cultural groups and various theater groups. Th 1939, 

*■’ the geographical organization of the Conaxunist Party in Hollywood was based 
~~ on street units and not industrial units* Members belonged to the units in 
their respective neighborhood and not unite pertaining to industry* The 
publication listed 2 studio units in 1939, namely the Culver City Studios 
Branch with Frank Oats as President, and the Hollywood Studios Branch with 
Milton Henry as President, both attached to the l£th Congressional District 
Section of the Communist Party* In 1939, the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party was organized by branches and sections under a geographical division 
s i m i la r to the political assembly and congressional district respectively* 

"2 Decades of Progress" in 1939 quotes Emil Freed, President of the East 
Branch of the Conmunlst Party as stating! 

. "Our Party has either initiated or assisted in struggles, for 
bettar housing, progressive election victories, and the union- 
ization of Hollywood** 
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The Beet Branch, according to this history, vas then a unit of the 
15th Congressional District Conammlst Party Section, an area covering 
Hollyvcod Boulevard hetveen Fairfax and Hoover Streets. 



Confidential Infonoant^^^^^^^^^^Hstated that sometime 
folloving the period during vhic^Tn^acto^JaSee Cagney vas the subject 
of much publicity as being nixed up in Coasnmlst activity (19^0), ▼. Z* 

Jeroaa nade a trip to the West Coast at vhlch tins he spent approximately 
six weeks in Hollyvcod for the purpose of straightening out the situation 
there. Jerome reorganized the Hollyvcod Branch of the Ccma aunlst party 
separating top ranking stare and big name personalities. J^^^speclf ically 
recalled Jerome's having told him of a change that had been made In the 
handling of money coming in from the Coovunlat Party of Hollyvood whereby 
the "center" (Concunlst Party National Headquarters ) took over the collec- 
tion of funds from that area. This step vas taken because It vas felt 
that the Vest Coe at vas receiving too large a share of money coming In 
from Hollyvcod. 

According to Included In the general plane of Infiltra- 

tion of the motion pictur^Tnaustry were various schemes to capture labor 
unions. Influence m a n a g ement, make friends among the company executives 
and to penetrate the so-called Intellectual groups. Ha stated by mobilizing 
the Communist Perty back of a particular picture vhlch vas to the liking of 
the Ccmnunlste , management vae put on notice that It could expect tremendous 
support from the Comnunlst Party In an effort to make the picture a success . 

referred to the motion picture actor, Lionel Stand er, as 

having been a most active Conmomlet leader in the Hollyvood professional 
set and to the fact that Slander vas very difficult to handle because he 
vas too Leftist. In referring to Jerome's visit to Hollyvood he stated 
that Jerome conferred vlth leaders among the professional set including 
Stander, Edvard G. Robinson and Frederic March. 

related that the first real Impeuts to the infiltration of 
the motion picture Industry vae the a end log of John Howard Lave on to Holly- 
vood in 19^1 or earlier. He stated that Lave an, vho vas already a fairly 
successful playwright, vaa sent for the specific purpose of doing Party 
vcrk. Be related that at the time Lavaon left ffev York he vas a umber of 
the Communist party. He stated that he vas sure Lavaon vaa one of the 
keys to the vhole situation and vas sent to Hollyvood by Comm 1st Party 
officials In Hev York for the specific purpose of getting things organized 
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Industry recalled that folloving Lavs on* a arrival In Hollyvood 

almost anycoKunlst vho could vrlte would be sent by the national office 
to be put under Lavaon* a ving. In this connection, it should be pointed out 
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that Lawson was the first President of tbs Screen Writers Guild 
discussed In greater detail In another section of this memorandum. 
related that Lawson bad the Party send him authors "Just so long aa inoy^ 
had at least written a book," because he could take care of then and 
thereby would be helping the party. He related that Lawson* a efforts were 
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Among the writers who were sent out to Hollywood under 



this program were Albert Malts, Alrah Bessie, Dalton Trumbo, Michael 
Blankfort and others Whose names he could not recall. 

further recalled that Banns Blaler, brother of Gerhardt 
Blaler, remarked to him that he intended to go to Hollywood through the 
efforts of John Howard Lawson. It should be noted In this connection that 
at the present time Hanna Elsler la In Hollywood and has been one of the 
subjects of the Ub -American Activities Qonalttse's Investigation Into Ccn- 
munlat activity In the motion picture Industry. 

related that he quite frequently sat In on meetings of 

the Daily Worker's Cultural Committee during which the Party's program in 
Hollywood was discussed. He stated this Coumlttee mat once a week In the 
Daily Worker's office. Its membership Included Alexander Trachtenberg, 
Joseph Plelds, Lionel Berman and Bobert Peed. 

Pgj^dvlsed that Berman was the head of the Cultural Committee 
and that He was In constant contact with Hollywood and played an Important 
part In the program. 

On November 15, 19**1> former Confidential Informant 

f the Chicago Office advised that the Communist Party was In 
process of realigning Its districts throughout the United States as well 
as reorganizing Its structural set up. He stated that District 15 was to 
include all of the States of California and of Nevada. According to 

It was to have centralized offices In San Francisco and In 
os Angeles. The San Francleco Office was to be headed by Steve Nelson. 
Further Betty Gannett was to be the Organizational Secretary of District 15 
with John Howard Lawson and Herbert Bib orman in control of organizational 
work In the Hollywood area. 



Confidential Inf orman 



of the Los Angeles 



and forme r Communist Party 

who vaa dismissed ffom the Communist party In 19bb, advised that the Los 
Angeles County Ccsnunlst Party's penetration Into the motion picture . Industry 
prior to the formation of the Northwest Section In 19b2 was Important only 
as pertained to nominal employees within the studios. They related that be- 
tween the years 1955 end 19b2 the Jurisdiction over film luminaries and writers 

was under the Jurisdiction of the Haw York Cosmunlat Party headquarters or the 
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proof of Coaaunlat Prrty membership of Important Hollywood personages 
vaa not available or known to the Los Angeles County Communlat Party 
functlonar lee • 
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Following the rearrangement effected by Y. J. Jerome and the 
appointment of Herbert Blberman and John Howard Lawson to executive posl 
tlons In the Coanunlst Party, Hollywood Section, the Conm mle 
again reorganised In about 19^2. According to Informant 
who hae heretofore been Identified aa 



1 



Section, receiving a eal 



a alary rron Lave on. Comn un 
by Informant 






ehe received this 
ormation vaa verified 



Through thle same extremely confidential but moet delicate source, 

It wne ascertained during 19 U 3 end 19^ that the Rorthveet Section vaa broken 
down Into Industrial branches Including a writers ' branch, community, radio, 
cartoonists, actors, readers, screen office employees guild branch and numerous 
other branches. However, in December, 19W>, John Will lama on, at that time 
Rational Secretary of the Conmmlst Political Association, visited Los 
and conferred with local Coanunlet leaders • Through 
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It was ascertained that one of the subjects discussed vas the reorganize 
tlon of the Communist Political Association along the conunltj lines in 
place of the previous industrial branch setup. During the discussion. 

Will lame on vas asked vhat should be dons with people such as union leaders, * 
professional people and notion picture industry people since they could 
not afford to become active in connunlty clubs and probably would refuse 
to do so. Williamson ruled that exceptions had to be mads in cases of this 
type and that far their bookkeeping purposes, they should be attached to 
an Assembly District Connunlty Club but permitted to meet separately and have 
their own club. 

n Janua ry, 19^5 » it was ascertained 

lzabeth Leach tha^The"va^Tr^he 

process or contacting the functionaries of the party and through them the 
membership of the Northwest Faction, advising them that the section setup 
was to be disbanded and new cultural groups were to be formed. During 
this reorganization, acco i^ing^to^jnforiaatlon recelv&d_^^m_ajKfil.j^jJj.ble 
very del 

approximately 3 OG of the 600 members of the Northwest Sect ion of the Communist 
Party were transferred to community groups and the remaining 500 were 
assigned to cultural clubs. Through a moat reliable but very delicate 
source, it vas ascertained that at the time the new cultural groups were 
formed in January, 19^5, the old Section Executive Committee vas replaced by 
the Motion Picture and fiadlo Consuls s ion. The names for this new commission, 
according to this source, were submitted to Carl Winter, Chairman of the 
Comsunlat Political fsaoclatlon in that area, for approval. Although the 
full name of each of these individuals was not set out, an identification was 
effected by Agents of the Loe Angeles Off lea who were familiar with the 
Comsunlat Party setup in the Hollywood area at that tlme- 

The following names are believed to have been selected and 
submitted for approval to Carl Winter: 



John Howard Lawson 
Bill Pomerance 
Pauline Lauber 
Madeleine puthven 
George Vi liner 
Georgia Backus 
Bernie Lusher 
Waldo Salt 



George pepper 
Norval Crutcher 
Mlscha Altman 
Hex Ingram 
Sam Moore 
Margaret Bennett 
Ed Smith 
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All of the above Hated individuals with the except lcm of Madeleine 
Buthven are Identified In this section of the memerandun aa Communists. 

With regard to Ruthven, it should be pointed out she wee a former Organizer 
of the Communist Fart/ and close associate of Communist Fart/ functionaries 
in the Los Angeles area, - 



[Elizabeth Leach, 

in December, 19^5# it was ascertained that she no longer intended to keep 
her position aa the Organizer of the Hollywood Section of the Communist 
Party, whereupon Information was received through this source that John 
Stapp was made the Organizer. 




following the appointment of Stapp, Confidential Inforxnan 
who ia a. taiA infnm*nt. rsf t.h* Tr*a Angeles Office 

'omaunist Party, related 

Sectio^va^agftl^reorgSuzed. It was divided Into 
three sub -sections, namely: 



Community Sub -Sect ion 
Industrial Sub-Section 
Cultural Sub -Sect Ion 



Information as to this reorganization w as also furn i shed b? 
Confid ential In formant^f^ fte Loa An geles Office, 
who la 

of the Communist Perty. that these three sub-eectione were 

broken down ae follows: 



The Community Sub -Sect Ian contained people living in the 
Hollywood area not employed in the motion picture or 
radio Industries. 

The Industrial Sub -Section Included Individuals employed 
in the motion picture and radio industries on a labor or 
craft basis, holding positions from that of Assistant 
Director down. ~ 



The Cultural Sub -Sect ion was to include the cultural people employed 
in the motion picture and radio industries, holding positions 
comparable to that of Director an up, such as writers, producers, 
and actors • 



According to this source, each sub -section had an Organizer as 

follows : 
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Community Sub-Section 
Indue trial Sub-Section 
Cultural Sub -Sect ion 



Informants 

Organ iter, work a fulJ^Timeaa a 
the motion picture Industry, 



Sid Share 
Paul Perl in 
Waldo Salt 

^related that John Stapp, the Section 
unctionary and la not employed in 



Sid Share, Organizer of the Community Sub-Section la unemployed 
according to these eoiffco^beoauae of poor eyesight. With regard to this 
Sub -Section, related that plans vere under way to dis- 

band it and consol ldat^l^vith the Industrial Sub-Section, 

Peul Perl in, Organizer of the Industrial Sub-Section, vae 
employed for several years as a grip at the Univeraal Pictures Co rp o r ation 
until ha vent out on strike, 

Waldo Salt, Organizer of the Cultural Sub-Section, is a Screen 
writer under contract to RKO Studios. 

Informant fm^^related in June, 19^6, that the controlling 
body for the Hollywood Section was known as the Section Executive Committee 
and was made up of the Sub-Section officers, the Chairman of each of the 
20 clubs in the Sub-Section and 1 additional delegate from each club. 



According to Confidential Informant 
the Lea Angeles Office who holds the position of 



ommuniet Party, shop units 

arty have been eotabllshed at the Universal-International 
Studios, RKO Studios and Metro -Goldvyn -Mayer Studios. He stated that in 
addition, Paul Perl in, who is the Organizer of the Industrial Sub-Section 
of the Communist Party in Hollywood, had advised him that an industrial 
branch had been established at the Paramount Studios which has developed 
into one of the largest branches of the Industrial Sub -Sect ion . 
also related that he bad learned from Dorothy Stein, who formarl^va^th^^ 
Membership Director of the Confcunity Sub-Section of the Hollywood Section 
of the Ccmmunlet Party, that the Conacunlst Party also h*d an industrial 
branch at Columbia Studios, This same source related that in an effort 
to revitalize the Industrial Sub-Section and to provide further for the 
closer cooperation between the Comnunity and Industrial Sub-Sections, thee* 
2 groups were consolidated in June, I 9 V 7 . 



According tc^ 
section are as follows: 



new officers of the consolidated eub- 
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3 oell 



occasion, acco 



information obtained fron 



ecx-ior. oi one rariv statin 



entire country <.r>Ai that one person oust be resoonsihie i 
Section to the National Office. He indicated this perso 
Stapp, tlic Hollywood Section Organizer. 

Inf orrcnt^|mm^^^mmPPfstin'i)tes 
Hollywood Section a^^n^presenx^vu^ax^pprordjnateiy 9 
number, the Party records indicate approximately 600 arc 
-motion picture and. radio industries. Of the 600, it has 
approximately 300 are actually employed in the motion pi 
today. 

‘ s - 

E. Com;aunist Party 1'e.tibershlo in Hollywood 

The Comjmnist Party in the Hollywood .’otion ri 

Aw at ^ 4 i* K w^ 4 Aitl a wl «« #v ■* *■* 4- U * it n 4 Ann n Att 1 

041 vi^,cuu4*cu uvujr | ;3eu tiuuJrOi ijr ciiuvii 5 wic uiuuug otiu vux 

There are at the present time 522 individuals in Hollywo 
identified as Communists* These individuals are either 
Hollywood motion picture industry or the Hollywood radio 

There is set out hereinafter a list of these i 



stated tna 



















( 




employed either In the motion picture indue try or the radio industry. This 
llet will contain the nemos of the individuals identified es co amulets , 
their occupation end whether or not this occupation has been verified. The 
first 6 column will reflect the dates on which the Individuals listed were , 
identified by a noet reliable but very confidential source as Communists In 
that they were members of the Cosmunlst Party or the Communist Political 
Association. A brief paragraph explaining each of these columns le being 
set out prior to the list in order to fully describe the information set 
out in the list of individuals identified as CamuDlats • 

I, Member Comaunlat Political Association, August' 51 » 19^ 

I An "X" will appear on the Hat under Homan Numeral I when the 

indirldual was identified ee a member of the Coununlst Political Association 
on August Jl, lf*UU. This information was obtained from a most reliable but 
▼ery delicate source who related that the indiTlduale listed were members of 
the Korthvcet Section (Cultural Section) of the Communist political Assoc le* 
tlon ae of August 31 » 1 This source prowided, in addition to the 

individuals named, the 19*0 or 19^* Cosanuniet Party, USA, membership booh 
number or the Communist Political Association, USA, membership book number 
issued to the individual. 




II. Membership Communist Political Association, January £, 19 V5 

Under the column headed Roman Numeral II an “X s * will appear when 
the individual wee identified as a member of the Northwest Section of the 
Communist Political Association in Hollywood, California, as of January 8, 
19^5. This Identification was effected through the same moat reliable “but 
very delicate source. 



III. Membership Comnunlst political Association, January 1 6 , 1QU5 



ttt «r» uOi ...... 

-L-L-L , ou A >11* IV A A VI 



Ing the names of the indlTlduels who were identified aa members of the 
Communist Political Association in Hollywood, California, on January l6, 
I? 1 *?. This identification vea also effected through the same moat reliable 
but very delicate source. 



On this occasion this source prowided the final lists of assign* 
manta to the Texloua cultural groups in the Hollywood area. In addition, 
this source provided the names of the f unct ionariee and the club breakdown 
of the cultural people in the Communist Party in Hollywood. It also established 
membership in the Comnunlst Political Aeeoclatlon and set forth a lengthy 
liet of new Communist Party recruits. This source, in addition, provided the 
19^ Connnuniat Political Association membership cards. 






V --" 1 



.Wij 
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17. Membership Commmlat Political Association, February 26, 19^3 



Under this column, captioned "17," as "X" vlll appear following the 
names of Individual a who have been Identified aa nenfbere of the Communist 
Political Association on Tebruary 26, 1943* In Hollywood, California* Thla * 
Identification vaa alao effected through thla same most reliable but very 
delicate source. Thla aource provided the 1943 Ccmunlrt Political Aaeccia- 
tlon membership card number. In addition, the aource also provided the 1943 
regie trot ion carde which reflected the background on the individuals Including 
address, sex, occupation, district where employed, union affiliation, and 
whether the Individual subscribed to the "Dally People's World," Vest Ccast 
Commmlat publication. 

7. Membership Commmlat Party, USA, November 19# 1945 

A a you will recall, the Ccmounlat Political Association was dis- 
solved in the summer of 19h? and subsequently the Ccmrunlet party, USA, 
undertook the project of registering Its members under the reconstituted 
Communist Party. Therefore, under the colunm captioned "7," and "I" will 
appear following the names of the Individuals who were Identified as members 
of the Comcunlst Party In Los Angeles or Bollywood, California, aa of 
November 19, 1945. Thla Identification was again effected through this 
earns moat reliable but very delicate source of Information. 

This aource Indicated that on this occasion, due to the reconstituted 
Communist party's security consciousness, the registration cards were less 
susceptible to identification. In some instances the club had actually cut 
out the section containing the member's name. Other clubs had Indicated the 
person's name by a number and numbered them In sequence. Other clube had 
also Inserted Initials which appeared to be false. However, according to thla 
source, there were Hate of names giving the first name and last Initial 
accompanying each group of registration cards. As a result, It was possible 
to ascertain the probable identities of a substantial number of Individuals 
registered at that time. 

71. Memberehlp In the Comnunlat Party, USA, May 2?, 1947 

An "X* will appear under the caption "71" following the name of 
an individual who has been Identified as a member of tha Communist Party In 
.Hollywood affiliated with the motion picture or radio Industries as of 
May 25, 19k7. This Identification was effected by another most reliable 
but very delicate aource of Information. 

711 , Occupation 

34 

Under column "711," the occupation of meet of the Communists identified 
In Columns I through 71 is aet out. It should be pointed out that this occupation 






has been ascertained by Agents of th9 Los Angeles Cffice by contacting respon- 
sible officials in the film industry, reliable sources in the various studio 
unions and guilds, confidential informants and Hollywood periodicals and - • 
publications* 



VIII, Occupation as verified by investigation — July 21- August 6, 1‘ 



Unless otherwise indicated in Column VIII, the occupation of the 
individual Cormunlsts has been verified by Agents of the Los Angeles Cffice 
through investigation between July 21 and August 6, 19A7* In this connec- 
tion, it should be pointed out that employment in the motion picture crafts, guilds 
and unions is of a floating nature. Workers are transferred among studio 3 at 
the discretion of the unions in many instances. The average motion picture 
takes approximately 3 months to make and the unions attempt to keep their 
personnel active which requires a certain amount of transferring. 



It should also be pointed out that the Conference of Studio Unions, 
comprising a number of the crafts and unions, is currently on strike and none 
of the members of these unions are actually presently employed in the industry. 
However, their names have been set out in this list and their occupations 
Indicated as well as their employment verified at their former place of employ- 
ment in view of the fact that they will resume work in the industry following 
the end of this strike. In specific instances, it .will be noted that a certain 
date is set cut instead cf an "X.” under this column. In those instances, the 
information was obtained from a Credit 3ure.au or other source and reflects the 
last date that the records indicated the individual was employed in trie listed 
occupation in the motion picture industry. It should also be pointed out that 
-if an individual, carries a union or cuild card and is in food standing with his 
union, he is considered as an active employee of the motion picture industry. 

In some instances, union records have indicated that tnese individuals have 
been suspended or are delinquent, oaite frequently a person in tnis classifi- 
cation will, by paying up his dues, become active in the entertainment field. 




The I 03 Angeles Cffice is continuing its investigation to verify 
the employment of all individuals reported as Comcunists. However, aue to 
the fact that a great number of the names are common names, difficulty has 
been encountered in deter, aining exactly which ones are the Coramnists. Also, 
il mist be considered that some of the names obtained through this most 
* reliable but very delicate source may have been Party names which will cause 
. the verification of employment to be a much .;iore difficult Job. 

In specific instances, it will be noted that certain individuals f 
whose names are set out on this list, have been identified as members of the 
Conjmin^^PartvL cr Communists by reliable confidential informants such as 

In this instance no w X n will appear under columns I through 
^^Du^ratner^iolloiving the individual name, the name of the informant will 
appear and the year in which he identified the individual as a Comoinist will 
be set out. 
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Backus, Georgia, aka 
Mrs. Herman 
Alexander 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Actress 


X 


Barznian, Ben 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Ear z man, Norma 

4 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


t 

Bass, Phil 












X 


Musician 

AFL 


X .• 


Baumfela, Frances 


X 




X 






X 


.iriuly 5 1 


X 


Beard, Cecil 


X 




X 






X 


Artist 


X 


Beck, George 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Writer 


X 


Bela, Nicholas 


X 


X 


X 


V 

Ik 






Writer 


X 


Benedict, Les (len) 












X 


Secretory- 
Notion pictures 




Bengal, Ben 


X 


X 


V 

Jfc 


X 






Writer 


X 


Benoffj Nac 


X 




X 








Writer 


X 


Eercovici, Frances 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


3ercovici, Leonardo 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Bergman, Helmar 












X 


Electrician 


X 


Berkeley, Nartin 


X 


X 


- X 


X 






Writer 


X 


Berkraan, Norris 












X 


Painter 




Bernard!, rlarold 












X 


Actor 




Bernson, George 






X 


X 


X 




Actor 


X 


Berry, Gladys 


X 


X 


X 


X 










Berry, Jack 


X 


X 


X 


X 






* Director 


X 


- 
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* 

y 






V 




Bessie, Alvah 

Bessie, Helen 

Beverly, Helen, aka 
Helen Cobb 

Beyea, Franklyn 

i 

Elbe naan, Edward 
Biber;aan, Herbert 

3illinfs, Harry 



i ii hi iv v vi vn 

8/31/44 1/8/45 l/lfc/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation 


vm 

Verif icatior 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Writer 


X 


V 

4* 


X 


X 


X 




Actress 




X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Actress 


X 












X ^chinist 


X 


X 




X 




X 


Artist 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


Writer, 

Director, 

Producer 


X 












X Film Tech- 

nician 


X 



Birnkrant, Arthur 
Bircuist, Lillian 
Blaine, George 



X X X X 

X X X X 



X 



Blair, !!ary 
Blake, Barbara 
Blake, Helissa 
Blake, William 



Blanc iiard, ilobert 
Blanco, leo 
Dlankfort, Hrnry 
Biankfort, '’icliarl 
Blobena, Louise 



X 



X X X X 




X 



Writer 

Writer X 

X Technic cl or 

Studios X 

X Actress 

X 

X 

X Film tech- 
nician X 

Screen Cartoonist 

X Tecimicolor X 

X Writer X 

Writer 

X 
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Block, Kalnan 




X 


X 


X 






Musician 


X 


Blowitz, Bill 
(.Villiam F. ) 


X 


X 


X 


X 






V/riter- 

Publicist 


X 


Bohnen, Roman 


y 


X 


X 


X 






Actor 


X 


Bollory, Janna 

1 

Borda^es, Asa 


X 






• 




X 


’Vriter 


X 


Eorotz, Allen 


X 


X 


V 


X 






*.ri ter- 
Producer 


X 


Boxer, Herman 


V 


X 


X 


X 


X 




".’riter 


X 


Brackenrush, Louis 












X 






Bran, Phoebe, aka 
Phoebe Carnovsky 


T 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Actress 


X 


Brandt, Janet 












V 

A 






Brandt, Louis 


•- 










X 


Ass’ t. 
Director 


7/1/46 


Braun , 4 Irwin 


X 


X 


V 


X 


X 


X 


Free lance 
'.riter 


7/2/45 


Bridges, Dorothy 


X 


X 


X 


Y 


X 




Actress 




Bridfes, Lloyd 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Ac tor 


X 


Brodine, Russell 




- 








X 


Musician 


X 


Bramberf, Joseph 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Actor 


X 


Bronson, ’waiter 










• 


X 






Brcwda, i'aurice, 
aka Morris Brenda 




X 


X 


X 






Musician 


X 


5ro?m, Virginia 


X 


X 


X 


X 











v - 
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Browner, Selma 












X 






Buchman, Harold 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


X 


Buchman, Sidney 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Producer- 

‘.Jriter 


X 


Bunin, Lew 

1 












X 


Producer 


12/16/43 


Burns, Je3sie 


X 




X 








’Vriter & 
Analys t 


X 


Burrov;s, Abraham 


X 


X 


X 


\ 


X 


X 


’ »‘r- ter 


X 


Burton, Frank 










X 




Writer 




Burton, Val 




X 


X 


X 


X 




Writer 


>: 


Butler, Juyo 


X 


X 


X 


X 






Writer 


X 


Butler, Jean 


X 


Y 




X 






oCLreas 




Byrd, .illie 3. 












V 






Caj.jeron, Uussell 












X 






Carnovsky, !'crris 


A 




X 


V 

iv 


A 




Actor 


X 


Caro, Jacebir.a 


X 




X 








Dance 

Instructor 




Carter, Oeorfe 








X 










Carufo, I.!ickov 












X 


Electrician 


X 


Casetta, ‘-aria 












r 






Casson, April 












X 






Castellano, Eduard 












X 


Bookkeeper 


X 


Chamberlain, Howard 

aka Howland Chamberlain 










X 


Actor 


X 
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Chandler, Jerry 


I II III IV V VI 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1 A 6/45 2/26/45 11A9/45 5/25/47 

X 


VII 

Occupation 


- VIII 
Verificatioi 


Chanin, Gerry, aka 
Gerry Sc hie in 


XXX 




. •. 




Chapman, Clarise 


XX X 


• 






e 

Chapman, Thomas 


Xx X 




Writer 




Chassan, Miriam 




X 


Musician 


X : f 


Child, Nelli sc 




X 




- 


Chris tli eb, Don 


XXX X 




Musician 


X 


Clark, Angela 




X 


Actress 




Clark, Maurice 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 




Writer 




Clarkc^David 0. 




X 


Actor- 

Student 


X 


Clayton, Roger 




X 






Cobb, Lee J. 

' - 


X X 




Actor 


X 


Cohen, Ralph 




X 


Hectri cian 


X 


Coke, Dalton. ?• 




X 






Cole, Beatrice 




X 






Cole, Boyd H), 


- 


X 






Cole, Lester 


XXX X X 




Writer 


X 


Coles, Nat 


X X 








Collins, Linda, aka XXX X 

Mrs* rtichard Collins 




Actress 


X 



Stage name - Dorothy 
Comingore 




\ 



Collins, Richard Jo y X 



Collis, Jaa*s 



Colsen, Ilartha 



Coaipinsky, Dorothy 



Ccr.pinsky , i'anuel 



Ccodley, Ted 



Corry, Ceon-e 



Crutcher, Torval h. 



Jaryet, Charles 



Cai^le, 111 roi 



Danforta, l ieler. 



DaSilva, ska 
De Silva , Toward 



Dassin, .rules 



Davis, Florence 



avis, .'.era? 



Davis, Phil 



Davis, Did 



Dicker, Bunnie 



Dessan, Paul 



Dcutsch, Helen 



DeVincer.t, Hicohel J. 



jeo ; :ro 



X X 



of 5uja:.ary * “'.tora nd::n) 
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Writer 



Musician 



Musician 



Lusici-in 



.nke-uo 
Art i st 



.nter 



L'nion Official 



:\iblicist 



Ac ter 



Director 



Actress 

IlhO Studio X 



Actor 



Filn Cc r oser X 



OVritcr 



i.etor 
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I 


II III 


IV V 


VI 


VII 


VIII 
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DiFlore, Lina 


X 


X X 


X 




Musician 


X 


Dinonri3toin, Marion 








X 






Dianond stein, Vorton 








X* 








y 


Y V 


V V 




tv«u 4»> 


y 


i^j|u gwo4Q| isjwai u 


A 


A A 


A A 




taitci 


A 


Dix, Parian 








X 






Dnytryk, Frtward 




X X 


X X 




Director 


X 


DrHlik, Frank 








X 


Coldwyn Studio 


X 


Duignan, rtuth 








X 


Cor ooser 


X 


Nissan, Paul 








X 






iastes, Larry 








X 


Machini st 


X 


'Eastman, Kary Lou 








X 






Sriijley, Leslie (He-*ro) 






X 






^ld riri';e t ’T.oronco,' 


aka 












Mrs* v reHeric * arch 


i c. i . 


P&1747J 




Actress 


X 


^fman. Scan 








X 






vliseu, reward 


A 


X X 


X X 




Director ‘t 














Vriter 


X 


niiot, Faitn 


X 


X 


X 




Actress 




Till a *!arv .Tn 

'»** J 1 w 


Y 

■\ 


Y Y 

r\ 1 


Y 

r* 




• 1^ ♦ V»#*» 4-’ 0 

n 7 j 


Y 

#v 


lillis, Hnyre 








X 


\ctY*ess 




£lwood, Maiilda 








X 






Sndore, Huy 


X 


X 

X 


X X 




Writer 


X 


frifield, Cyril 


X 


X X 


X X 




Publicist 






' £ 
*5 


i ii hi 

P/31/V. 1/8A5 1/16A5 


r; v vi vii 
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VIII 

Verification 


>v* 

-.. -i 
*» « 

- "t 


Englander, ^'aryaret X 


X X 


X X 


X ’/riter 


6/6/45 


i 
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X 



Sandell, George 
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Sanford , Marguerite X 

Saul, Oscar X 
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Scroenfeld, Bernard 
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X X 
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X 
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Writer 
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Union official 
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X X 
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Sherwood, Stanley 
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X X 
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Musician 


Short, fiobin X 
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Ac to r X 
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V.'riter X 
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V.'riter X 


Smith, Art X 
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Y 
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X 
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V 
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X 
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X 


V 


X X X 


V.'riter X 
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Smith, Milton X 


X 


X 


X 


Writer 
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Solomon, Jack X 



Solomon, Louis X 


X X 
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X 


T/riter X 
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X 
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Union Official X 
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Spencer, Ray X 
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Writer X 
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X 
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Writer X 
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Writer X 
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Writer X 
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X 
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V.'riter 


X 
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X X X 


Actress 


X 


Trivn^r, Taul X 


V 

Am 


X X X 


'‘‘riter 


X 


Trumbo, Dalton Y 


V 


A . % A 


V.'riter 


X 


Turner, Jeanne 




V 

A 


A: s’t. Pill 
Editor 


X 


Tuttle, Frank X 


V 

it 


v y v 

A A A 


Director 


X 


Tuttle, Karen X 


V 


X X 


Musician 


A 

1 


Urban, Paul 




V 






Uris, Michael X 


X 


X A A 


V.'riter 


A 


Valz (or VoDz), 
Itod * M e 




X 






Vandcnienlen, Harry 




X 






Van her Knr, Joseph 




X 







Van Eyck, Jeter (A very reliable bit tract '.’clicato source reported Actor X 

he r;ac a member of the CP in Los Ancles in 1944) 

Van Sickle, lUith X 



S'i 
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V 11 lard, Faul 


X X 


X X 




Musician 


X 


- r- 4 


Vincent, Lark 




X 




Actor 


X 


- J 

/' -} 


Virgo, Jean 


X X 


XXX 








' J 

: S I 

.1 T 


Virgo, Peter 


X X 


X X X 




Actor 


X 




V/ake stein, Hy 






X 








’Camden, Alexander 


X X 


XXX 




Musician 


X 


A 

j \ - + 

\ 


talker, Thelrc: 






X 




4 




’ . r a 1 pe r , T.’cr nan 


X 


X X X 






• 


; 


’.are, Eugene 


X 


X X 








| 

4 


•barren, Lucy 






X 








’.’ashing ton, Ilor-ta 


X 


X X 




7/riter 




- : ' 


VJatts, ..'ililarn 


X X 


X X 








V 


Viaxnan, Leo 






v 


Electrician 


X 


;• 


Ueber, John' 


- 


X 




Story Editor 


X 


\ 


l/eber, * John, I-rs. 


' X X 


X X 








./ 

- ' V 

f 


Webster, Sner.-jan B. 






X 


20 t a Century 
Fox 


X 


r • ■ > 

■ J 

i 

• .* 


V.'eil, Richard 


X 


X X 


- 


’•riter 


X 


Seiner, Hernjan 




- X X 


X 


Writer 


X 


c 


’Jeintraub, A1 






X 






- , 5 

. 4 

I 


Via tk ins. Rose 






X 


I'usician 


X 


■- ,s 

-< 

’:! 

: U 

* 

••• > 


V/exley, John 
Vfhite, Isidore 


X 


X X 


X 


7/riter 

Film Techni- 
cian, AFL 


X 

X 


■ ■ 

i 

• ? 

•;4 






’ vi 






1 

£ - J' 








. * 

w 

' - ‘4 

4 

' /* 






;*: 


i 


ii 


in 


iv 


V VI 


VII 


VIII 


r * »• ♦ 

. i 

* 

'"if 


?/'!/'. 4 


1/3/ 45 


1/16/A? 


7/26/45 


11/19/45 5/25/47 


Occupation 


Verification 


’.Yhitinan, amrst 


*v 


X 


A 




Actor 


X 


■■■•' 1 

' * 


’.Thitne.r, Lynn 


V 


Jk 


A 


A 


Actress 


Y 


/: ■ i 

- x 
















4 


‘Vilcor , Fane In 


A 


X 


X 


V 

4% 


Ac tress 






"Vi Ilians, Fob 








X 


X'riter 


X 




« 














■- i 
--■* 


Ti Ilians, Wan a c ?; 








V 

A 


Act rosa 


A 


K 


V.’iUs, . r.r'-'.ivi, '’-..mr tt 
















a!:a 'ar~'_rc.L t 






* * 




T . : :A.?::-. r * t 
















of fie* nl 




< 


T.'ilner, Gcorry. 








A 


Witer':. 




V 












A '-on t 


-- 


r 


'.'liner. Tic? 'L-.rli :: 








A 


* .I'it °r 




\ 


’Vi Is or, Alice. 








— 








T inchcll, W-ntiss 


4* 


iv 


«4 


A 






y m 


’.'inters, lioa * X 




A 




A 


6c ere tar/ 




■■* 


* M ■* 










Analyst 


A 


* 

■ <■ 


Wo blew ski , ' 'a r* 








X 






i* 

< i 


Ya ri r , 3u6 &• , nc.’ 














> 

■"' ■} 

* 

' ..s 


acting as 'Iror/r 
i.Tie a 


A 


•r 

A 


V 

4i 


X 


Actor 


V 

4* 


i 
















* 
















j 


Ynrrick, '..’aria 








.V 


Dancer 


+r 

A 


- ;l 

M 


Yubavc, Corrine 








X 






■ '* 

’A* 


l’urdcn, C lay 




X 


A 


JW 






- ..i 

> ;4 


Seller, bavi-l 








A 







: :-4 

•-5 



■■' i 

'.••''I 

■ > 
> 
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\ 
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F. Analysis of Frecedln;- list 

As ha3 been indicated, tern preceding list reflects all the individuals 
in the motion picture industry or the radio industry in Hollywood, California, 
who are or have been members of the Communist Political Association or the C*ota- 
munist Party, U S.\, according to a most reliable but very delicate source. The 
occupational oreakdOTcn of the Comrainists listed who have been identified and 
their occupations ascertained, is as follows: 



Actresses 

Actors 

Directors 

Producers 

* VC X <J 

Publicists 

Musicians 

Analysts 

Technicians 

C?.jaerajnen 

Film Editors 

Miscellaneous (Cartoonists 
laborers, office employees, 
artists, etc.) 



45 

47 

15 

8 

J-cf 

5 

42 

11 

12 

3 

1 



62 



It should be noted that there are 159 individuals on this list whose 
occupations have not as yet been ascertained. A perusal of this list rill reflect 
that many common navies, vmich, in some instances, may be Com.unist Party nar.-es. 



T. i 



as the result of the small amount of identifying data available at the source. 

In addition, the constant rotation of places of employment by Hollywood personnel 
has caused additional hardships in effecting identifications. 



:iany of the writers, directors, producers and actors are employed in 
more than one capacity; that is, director and writer, writer and producer, etc. 
Consequently, in the occupational breakdown these individuals have been listed 
under each of the occupations in which the;.' are engaged. 

G. Prominent motion Pictures with which soine of the leading Actresses, 
Actors, Producers, Directors and .Vriters identified as Comaunists 
have been connected, according to "1947-48 International Lotion 
Picture Almanac* 



; ^ 

' ;i 

y3 



Actors 



Bohnen, Roman: 



’Vogues of 193G f 



l 1 f T 



"ui »nce ana x*en*' 

"So Ends CUr Night" 

"Affairs of Jinny Valentine* 
"Grand Central lUrder" 

"The Hard •lay" 

"Song of Bernadette" 

"The Hitler Gang" 



>7 




( 




- ^ 
( J: 



S> 




i 




« 










n y j r ^ . i _ 

triages, i-moya: 



Carnovsky, Ferris: 



"The Lone 'Volf Takes a Chance" 

"The Royal Counted Patrol 1 * 

"Sun of Davy Crockett* 1 
"Sinf For Your Supper" 

‘•Shut L*y Si* Vouth” 

"Blondie Goes to College” 

"I was a Prisoner on Devil's Island” 
'•Canal Zone” 

"Cur .Vif e” 

"Two Latins froni Vanhattan" 

"Here Cores Mr* Jordon” 

"Three Girls About T cvm '* 

"You Belong to lie” 

'Hsrrton of Vic hi pan” 

"Cadets or. Parade" 

"Harvard, Here I Come” 

"Hello Annapolis” 

"Alias Boston Blackie” 

"Tra.np, Tranp, Train” 

"Veet the Stewarts” 

"Sweetheart of the Fleet" 

"Flight Lieutenant" 

"Atlantic Convoy” 

"Riders ci* the i'crthlar.d” 

"The Spirit c:‘ Stanford" 

"A -Van's Acrid" 

"The Carin'* Young l*an” 

"Sahara" 

IITL— » t _ ✓ >_!! 

Aiit: uyu u ■ 5 oil ’ 

"She's a Soldier Too” 

"Vaster Race" 

"Saddle Leather Law” 

"Strange Sonfnssion” 

"A ’Volk in the Sun" 

"Itiss Susie Slagle's” 



"The Life of F:nile Zola” 
"Tovarich” 

"Address Unknown” 

"Rhapsody in Blue” 

"Fdge of Darkness” 

"Cur Vines Have Tender Grapes” 
"Cornered" 

"Viss Susie Slagle's” 
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I 



DaSilva, Howard t 



Garfield, Johns 



Hummer, * Alvin t 



Lawrence, Uarci 



"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 
’’The Sea Wolf " 

"nine Lives axe hot Boough" 
"I*a Still Alive" 

"The Big Shot" 

"The Omaha Trail" 

"Tonight We Haid Calais" 
"The Lost Weekend" . 

"Duffy* • Tavern" 

"Four Daughters" 

“They Hade lie a Criminal" 
"Juarez" 

"Dust Be Ly Destiny" 
"Saturday* s Children" 

"Tho Sea Wolf" 

"Tortilla Flat" 

"Air Force" 

"Between Two Viorlds" 
"Destination Tokyo" 

"Thank Your Lucky stars'* 
"Hollywood Canteen" 

"Nobody Lives Forever" 
"Humoresque" 

"Greenwich Village" 

"A Walk in the Sun" 

"Doll Face" 

"The Fabulous Suzanne " 

".<hite Woman" 

"Little Big Shot" 

"Dr* Socrates.*," 

“Hoad Gang" 

"son Quentin" 

"I Am the Law" 

"While New York Sleeps" 
"Johnny Apollo" 

“Brigham Young" 

"The Great Profile" 
"Shepherd of the Hills" 
"Lady Scarface" N 
"lUblic Snemies" 

"This Gun for Hire" 



r l 

'±i 



- So - 



( 






■f 




I 





- ’ * 
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Lawrence, Marc 

(cont*d.) 



Larch, Frederic: 



"Yokel Boy" 

"Call of the Canyon" 
"Neath Brooklyn Bridge" 
"Hit the Ice" 

"Calaboose" 

"Rainbow Island" 
"Dillinger" 

"Fla/ne of Barbary Coast" 
"Club Havana" 

"Don*t Fence l!e In" 

"The Virginian" 

"Life with Blond i® " 

"Tile Durruiy" 

"Jealousy" 

"Paris Bound" 




ftP* _ . U J P . . M 

"oaraa ana jon ,? 

"The Royal Fa.Tdly of Broadway" 
"Dr. Jekyll and Nr. Hyde" 

"Sign of the Cross" 

"Sidling Through" 

"Design for Living" 

"Death Taxes a holiday" 

"The Affairs of Celelini" 

"The Barretts of Vi'uiplc Street" 
"Les Miserable s " 

"The Dark Angel" 

"Anna Karenina" 

"Mary of Scotland" 

"Anthony Adverse" 

HT '‘ti nHolt 

"Susan and God" 

"Best Years cf Cur Lives" 

"The Adventures of Lark Twain" 
"To;araorow the Viorld" 

Lurphy, Itauricc: "Beau Gestc" 

"The Valiant" 

"All Quiet on th^e 'Western Front" 
"Private Aorlds" 

"The Crusades" 

"Curly Top" 

"The Prisoner of Shark Island" 
"Gentle Julia" 



1 
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Murphy, Maurice 

(cont'd.) 



"Romeo and Juliet" 

••The Road Sack" 

"Tovarich" 

••Forced Passport" 

"Career 1 * 

••Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 
"V/olf of New York 
"To Be or Not To Be" 
"Smith of Llinnesota" 



Parks, Larry: 



Prater, Stanley: 



"f^rstery Ship" 

"Blondie Goes to College" 
"Canal Zone" 

"Harvard, Here I Come" 
"Harmon of Michigan" 

"Three Girls About Tain" 

"You Be Ion/’ to t!e" 

"Sing for your Supper" 

"Flight Lieutenant" 

"Sub.'aarine Raider” 

"Atlantic Convoy" 

"Honolulu Lu" 

"Hello Annapolis" 

"You VJere Never Lovelier" 

"The Boorie Man ’.Vill Get You" 
"A Man’s Viorld" 

"Power of the Press" 

"Calling All Stars" 

"The Deerslayer" 

"The Racket Man" 

"Black Parachute" 

"Sergeant w li;e" 

"She's a Sweetheart" 
"Counter-Attack" 

"Tlie Jolson Story" 

"Behind Green Lights" 

"Boll Face" 

"Gentleman Joe Palooka" 

"Do You love Me?" 



Robinson, Edward G.: "The Brigrit Shawl" 

"The Hole in the ’.Vail" 
"The % T idow From Chicago" 
"Little Caesar" 

"The Idol" 



j 

i 

? 
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Robinson, E.G. 
(cont(d.) 



Van Eyck, Peter: 



'’Five Star Final" 

"S.-nart Money 1 * 

"The Hatchet Man 1 * 

"Two Seconds’* 

"Silver Dollar" 

"Tiger Shark" 

"The Little Giant" 

"I Loved A Vioman" 

"Dark Hazard"* 

"The Uan with Two Faces" 

"The Tfnole Town’s Talking" 
"3arbary Coast" 

"Bullets or Ballots" 

"Thunder in the City" 

"lid Galahad" 

"The last Gangster" 

"A Slight Case of Murder" 

"The A.nazin£ Dr. Clitterhcuse" 
"I Am the Law" 

"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" 
"Blackinail" 

"Dr. Ehrlich’s i'.agic bullet" 
"Brother Orchid" 

" A Di spa tea f r om Reuter's" 

"The oea h r olf" 

"Manpower" 

"Unholy Partners" 

"Flesh and Fantasy" 

"Destroyer" 

"Tampico" 

"Double Indemnity" 

"Hr. 'A inkle Goes to ’Var” 

"The h'oman in the .’indow" 

"Cur Vines Have Tender Grapes'* 
"Scarlet Street" 



"The Moon is Down" 
"Five Craves lo Cairo" 
"The Impostor" 

"Address Unknown" 



p 
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Actresses 

Collins, Linda, aka 
Mrs. Richard Col- 
lins, Stage name 
Dorothy Comingore: 

Cibson, Julie: 



McHugh, Kitty: 



Revere, «nne: 



’•Citizen Kane * 1 
’’Dlondie Steps Out" 
’’The Hairy Ape" 



"The Feminine Touch" 

"Here VJe Go Arsin'* 

"let , s Face It" 

"Ring side" 

"The Contender" 

"Hail the «-on quering Hero" 
"Freddie Steps Cut" 

"Hot Tip" 

’Cionen Are Trouble" 

"On A in — Off Again” 

"lilonde Trouble" 

"My Old Kentucky Home" 
"Broadway Serenade" 

"Grapes of Virath" 

"Secret Evidence" 

"The Magnificent Dope" 

"Double Door" 

"The Howards cf Virginia" 

"Men of Soys Town" 

"Remember the Day" 

"Star Spangled ithythm" 

"The Song of Bernadette" 
"Standing licora Cnly” 

"Old Acquaintance" 

"National Velvet" 

"Rainbow Island" 

"Keys of the Kingdom" 

"Sunday Dinner for a Soldier" 
"Thin Man Goes Home" 

"Don Juan Guilligan" 

"Fallen Angel" 

"Dragonvfyck" 

"The Shocking Miss Pilgrim" 
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Sonde rgaard, Gale 
aka iZrs. Herbert 
Diberman: 



Tree, Dorothy: 



Froducers 



Euchrnan, Sidney: 



"Anthony Adverse* 

"tfaid of Salem* 

"Seventh Heaven* 

"The Life of Emile Zola" 

"Isle of Forgotten Sins" 

"The Strange Death of Adolnh Hitler 
"The Climax" 

"The Invisible lian’s Revenge" 

"Gypsy Wildcat" 

'•Christmas Holiday" 

"Enter Arser.e Lupin" 

"Anna and the King of Siam" 

"Life 3egins" 

"East Cf Fifth Avenue" 

"The Vi Oman in Red" 

"Four Hours to Kill" 

"A Night et the Rita" 

"Tne Great Garrick" 

"Having a Wonderful Time" 

"Trade Winds" 

"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" 

"City in Darkness" 

"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 

"Little Crvie" 

"Sky LVirder" 

"Singapore Woman" 

"Salute to Courage" 

"Hitler, Dead or iv e " 

"Edge of Darkness" 



"The Talk of the Town" 
"A Song to Ue :«cber " 
"Cver 21 



•V s * 
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Harris, Louis: 



l!oss. Jack: 



Scott, Adrian: 



"Llardi Gras" 

’’Caribbean Romance " 

’’Lucky Cowboy 1 * 

"The Shepherd of the Hills" 
"Journey Into Fear" 

M l!r. V. inkle Goes to War 1 * 
"Snafu" 

"Keep inf Company" 

"Parson of Pana.uint" 

"Vie Go Fast" 

"Hr. Lucky" 

"Farewell '.'y Lovely" 

"Hy Pal, Ac If " 

"Hiss Susie Slafle’s" 
"Cornered” 



Directors 



Hiber ;an, Herbert J, 



Dassin, Jules: 
Dmytryk, Toward: 

Fuller, 1 ester: 

I7r3 tc.rs 
Sarzjiian, Ben: 



"One ’Jay Ticket”' 

"Hcet Nero .Volf e " 

"Kinjr of Chinatown" 
"Road to Yesterday.'" 

"The ’'aster Race" 
"Together Afain" 

"iieunion in France" 
"Younr Ideas" 

"A letter for Evie" 

"Hjirder, y Sweet" 

"The Invisible Ar.uy" 
"5ack tc Bataan" 
"Cornered" 

"Ycu Can’t Ration Love" 



"True to Life" / 

"f.'cet the People" 

"Ycu’re a Lucky Fellow, hr. S;idth" 
"Never Say Goodbye" 



- 56 - 



Bessie, Alvah: 



Blankfort, Henry: 



yjcnrin, Hr r eld: 



"Dwell in the VJilderness" 
H Ken in Battle 11 
"Bread and a Stone" 

"Northern Pursuit" 

"Hotel 3erlin M 

"The Very Thought of You" 

"Cb jective" 

"Bur'ia" 

"L'eet the People" 

"Youth on Parole" 

"Double Exposure" 

"I Killed That Han" 

"I Escaped fro ,r. the Gestapo" 
"Tales of Manhattan" 

"Joe's for !!e" 

"Marripan's Kid" 

"Reckless Age" 

"Singing Sheriff" 

"Mi rut Club Girl" 

"I'll Tell tne Aorld" 

"owing Cut, Sister" 

"Easy to Look At" 

"Cri.-.sc:. senary 1 ' 

"Cur Daily Dr^au" 

"Don't Ga./ble <<ith Love" 
"Black-nailer" 

"Shakedown" 

"Trapped by Television" 

"The Case of the Missing Man" 
"Coi^ Closer, Folks" 

"Shall he Dance" 

"The Devil is Drivinr" 

"It Can't Last Korrwr" 
"Counsel for Crjrrte" 

"rorrotter ho.-ian" 

"Cn Their Own" 

"Double Alibi" 

"Manhattan Heartbeat" 

"Jennie " 

"Dixie Duran" 

"Paris After Dari:" 

"Take It or Leave It" 

"Doll Face" 



j 

4 
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Butler, Huco 



"Dip City” 

"Society Lawyer" 

"'Vyo.idnf 

"Edison tap Boy" 

"Omaha Trail" 

"Edison the Kan" 

"Ci iris Unas Carol" 
"Huckleberry Finn" 

"Lassie Come Horae" 

"The southerner" 

"Hiss Susie Slagle's" 

Cole, Jester: "love Tec .ni'^ue" 

"If 1 Had a Lilli cn" 
"Sleepers last" 

"The Affairs of Capoy Hicks" 
"The Crime of Dr. Hal let" 
"The Invisible L'an vie turns" 
"The House of Seven Cables" 
"Pacific blackout" 

"Footsteps in the Dark" 
"Mirht Plane fer Churl; inr" 
"Hone Snail Escape" 

"Kostap.e s" 

"Objective Burma" 

"Pen in Her Diary" 





"Bleed cm the Sun" 


Collins, Hie hard 
Joy: 


"Private Piss Jones" 
"Thousands Cheer" 
"Scnp of Hus si a" 


Endore, Guy: 


"Lady from louisisna" 
"Sonr of iUissia" 




"Story of G. I. Joe 


Corn**;', Jay: 


"The '.‘ore tile “errier" 
"The Heat's Cn" 

"Heet the People" 

"Hey Ho okie" 

"The Cay Senorita" 




> 
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Kahn, Gordon: 



J-.r(jncr, -dnr h, 

Jr. : 



Lawson, John 
Howard: 



Maltz, Albert: 



Marlow, Hrian: 



Rapf , Maurice II. : 



"Gentleman’s Fate 1 * 

'’Tile People's Ene.Tiy" 

"S.C.3. Tidal have" 

T.'olf of **ew York” 

"A Yank on the liur ta Hoad" 
"Northwest rcan.’^rs" 

"The Cowboy and thr Senorita" 
"Scnr of Nevada" 

"Two C ‘Clock Couraye" 

"Her Kind of l.lsn” 

"Meet Dr. Christian" 

"The Courarecus Dr. Christian" 
"Arkansas Judre" 

,r .Vc.!van of the Yi ar" 

"A he Cress of Iorr^inc" 
"To.acrrcw the .<orld" 

"Dynamite " 

"The lea Bat" 

"Party hire" 

"Blockade" 

"Alriers" 

"They Shall Have : a sic" 

;, 7cur Scr.s" 

"Eart Abound" 

"Sahara " 

"Counter-Attack" 



"Moscow Strikes Back" 

"This Oun for Hire" 

"The Mar in Half Moon Street" 
"Destination Tokyo" 

"Pride of the '.trine a" 

"Bad Girl" 

"Hello Sister" 

"The Hoad to Heno" 

Tried" 

"Beware Spooks" 

"‘lanhattan Heartbeat" 

"Divorce it: the Fn;dly" 

";e lent tc Collrpc" 

"They Cave Hiia a Gun" 
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Rapf, Maurice !U 
(ccnt’d) 



Rossen, Robert: 



Saul, Cscar: 
Sklar, Heorfe: 



•■Trumbo, Dalton: 



"Bad L'en of Brimstone " 
"Sharpshooters" 

TVinter Carnival" 
"!’orth of Shanghai" 
"Dancing on a Dime" 
"Jennie" 

"Call of the Canyon" 

"Roaring Twenties" 

"Cut of the For" 

"A Child is Dorn" 

"Dust Be *y Destiny" 
"Gea 'Volf" 

"Blues in the Ki^ht" 
"Edge of Darkness " 

"A Yialk in the Sun" 



"Cnee Upon a Time" 

"Strange Affair" 

"Afraid to Talk" 

"First Co..;es Courage" 

"City .Vithout Ken" 

"Hoad Gang" 

"The Remarkable Andrew" 

"A Guy Earned Joe" 

"Thirty Seconds Cvcr Tokyo" 
"Tender Comrade" 

"Jealousy" 

"Cur Vines Have Tender Grapes" 
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COMMUNIST PARTI ACTIVITIES IN HCLLTTOGD 
October 2. 1947 to February 5. 1943 



I* Additional Deformation 
Concerning the History and 
Development of the Communist 



request of the Bureau, the Loe Angeles Office interviewed 
a former functionary of the Coenunist Party in Los Angeles 
sa vowed himself free the Party* ^B^feWas barn in 

He pPeBntly resides at 

has engaged himself as a 

several trade magazines* flHvis married for the 
second time and has two minor children* He sstvSmE the U* S* Armed 
Farces during World gar II and received an Honorable Discharge* 



frT'l- y vi 1 



California. 

name fl| 

attributea 



peri 



\ 1 BHlBSf 41 WTAtfHinist Vkrty in IW, using the Party 
^ He explained his moving to the Communist Party as being 
sincere -t »f 4 n + »,* movemen t of that 










( 






Concerning the Mot ion Picture Indus try, ^|^>ointed oat that 
Motion Picture Artiste Committee, be was the 
for the organisation he represented, assisting 
in the collection of finds and the propagation or cause of the organisa- 
tion he represented* He stated that the Motion Picture Artiste Comittee 
was the forerunner of such later Ccmunlat front groups as the Motion 
Picture Dem ocra tic Comittee and the Hollywood Anti-tfasi League, which 
was associated with the Hollywood League Against Her and fascism* 



he never held any functionary post 
rood* he stated that there were 11 sections of the Party in 
Los Angeles County at that time, one of the* being the Hollywood Section* 

Ha JIA lltjltjul More ha ■ rws h 4 hi A mAAtme biiaW as <^e 

« w w • mv wywv eee aiwu wu^o auvu ee jet vuceoAUua j 

cultural, etc* He recalled that by 1935*1936, the Hollywood Section 
numbered only about 160 individuals, headed by Freed* He said that 
the so-called Hollywood Section, however, had no connection ifcatever 
with the studio group which mi in the embryonic stage* 



those 




itated that the Hollywood Section actually referred to 
.iving in the geographical area known as Hollywood and 
that when the film industry subsequently became important, the Party's 
efforts in that direction increased* He stated that the fturty would 
refer to the film industry people as the "studio group" and from 
the beginning this group was handled in a strictly secret fashion in so 
far as the rank and file membership was concerned* 



Urn a»i+ fVi a f Via 

UV | ~ ' • ■ ■ ■— — WU V Ulim v UW 



formation of the so-called studio or cultural group in Hollywood* He said 
that from the beginning, as far as he knows, the studio groups dealt directly 
with the Party's Central Comittee in New fork and that he strongly believes 
that such has been the case from that time to the present* 



According tcJ^HHftxcept for the routine liaison work between 
these groups and the CoSH^Ieadquartere in Los Angeles, there was no 
" connection* He believes that such membership records and dues records 
as may have been kept on the studio groups were always handled by a 
particular Party representative unknown to 



He referred to a group known as the "2-100" formed in 1935 
by the Party which Included those people *io far Sam reason insisted that 

th *i T» Ftertv Sa Iranf. Ua ma A A + Ha * +U 4 > 

i ■ • e e wev i e ww uw vum v Mi i.*f VU|/ ^iW^UUQU 

such people as Jeff Klbre, Hollywood Labor Organiser (previously Identified 
in this running memorandum) and motion picture actor Lionel Stander 
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mamcarendum, HHpktated that it wae hla understanding that the Communist 
Burty activfT^an the studio Industry, as It developed, was handled 
directly with New York In the Banner with which he wee newer acquainted* 
He stated that he understood V* J, Jerome wee sent out to Hollywjod, 
directly fro* the Central Coonlttee In New York,* to lay the Party’s 
groundwork in the 111 b industry* 

Concerning John Howard Lawson, he stated he has newer seen 

Tam nri I ■ Part.v rar^nr amr HwtiMw fiw f ryytf that h® wa ■ a w o*Kt» nf tha 

JWrty# Howe verfMfeta ted It «aa generally an accepted fact, an the 



w has also been iK’ifiuual/ fs^wt < 



A_ A — XLi. 

Ml 111 MUB running 



JWrty# Howe vwrHp^pita ted It «aa generally an accepted fact, an the 
part of all Fart^people, that John Howard Lawson was the Party’s top 
Ban In the Hollywood Flln Industry, Be said that the only evidence he 
has to substantiate this assumption was an occasion In August of 1937 
when he had reason to contact Lawson directly* 



scalled that In August of 1937. Paul Cline, at that tiro 






lch were to be used to buy am 

Spain* Cline sent^pKto see Sonia Dahl far clearance before he could 
actually go on thi^assignaent , Sonia Dahl wajMJi^wlfa of Edward 
Bibenaan and s is ter-in-law of Herbert BiberwmnHHjHrecalled that 
he did contact Sonia Dahl which resulted In he^aav?sing Mb that his 
assignment to the position was satisfactory with her, but that he would 
have to be okayed by John Howard La* son. 



■HHjjHthereaf ter contacted laws on at his hone, the address of which 
he was unable tyjecall other than the fact that it was located in the 
Hollywood hill ted that Communist matters were not discussed 

whan he net Iawso^aSaTthat the only question whlc^g^conceme^wa^^^ 
it was satisfactory with Lawson forfl^Hpb serv^HHi^ 

He stated that apparently L&vson okayed his assignment 
much as he did make the tfip* 






Ofl November 22, confidential 

inf organ t of the Los Angeles Office, who 



mm made available to 
ootained tram the Oommunist Party Haadau 
dential informant flHP 
th Side Section of 
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t be Communist Party in Los Angela* j stated that to the beat of her 
recollection they were leaned in the late summer or early fall of 1947# One 
of theae documents was a resolution manimously paaaed by the executive 
mashers and invited writers of the Hollywood Cultural Sub-Section 
and deals with the part which film and radio writings play In the 
Marxist movement* 

This resolution was considered following the article written by 
Albert Malts which was considered as antl-Marxlat by the Cultural group* 
i The background and further explanatory explanation concerning the Malts 
article, referred to above. Is set out in that section of this memorandum 
which reviews the testimony given at the October Hearings of the Ub- 
American Activities Committee of the House of Representatives* 

The resolution In part, is quoted as follows i 



"(2) Improvement in the content of the film and radio can be 
attained not through cajoling and maneuvering but only through 
struggle - struggle on the job on the part of the writers and 
artists directly involved, and through their organisations which 
should link their af forts with those of labor and the people 
generally on these issues; as well as on the ideological 
front through the various journals to which the writers and 
artists should be contributing* 

"This struggle for progressive content is of profound 
importance to the program of the whole cultural movement, but must 
not be distorted or hampered by Illusions which gloss over the 
basically monopolist and reactionary character of the industry* 
This struggle must furthermore be conducted with a consciousness 
of the danger of social-democratic and other pseudo-progressive 
ideology and content which must be exposed as an aid to the 
reactionary forces in the industry* 

"(3 ) We recognise our responsibility as Conmunist writers 
and artists to strengthen the left cultural movement through our 
creative output as well as through organisational activity* 

We welcome the plans to found a Marxist literary quarterly 
as a necessary part of the program to reestablish our 
Influence and leadership in this field* To this saga sine, as 
well as to our fress in general, we pledge our active support 
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"and cooperation* As Coemruclrt cultural workers we shall play 
our part In the building of an independent cultural movement 
in film, radio, theater, and other aedia based on labor and 
the progressive movement* 

"(4) In our discussion last fall, the struggle against 
revisionism was distorted and blunted by an exaggerated and 
non-political struggle against bureaucracy* The incorrect 
system of relationship between the county and the section in 
past years, which placed the entire burden of contact upon one 
or two individuals, contributed to this distortion* The collec- 
tive guidance of the elected section leadership as well as the 
assumption of political responsibility in the cultural Held by 
the County Board and County Cultural r. nrmr! s si on should succeed 
in establishing proper contact and rectifying this situation* 

"The problem of the artist having adequate time for his own 
creative work as well as for mass activities and contact with 
mass struggles can be solved through the proper application 
of the science of organization - through a proper rationalization 
of the work and division of tasks, doing away with the present 
system where i (1) some burden themselves tremendously while 
others carry hardly a mini nun of activity, and ^2) many of our 
talent forces scatter their effectiveness by operating 
individual! s tically In their organizational activity, without 
working in accord with a collective plan* 

T M a discusiiss ha* His closed th* necessity on the part 
of all for a deeper inder standing of marxism* It has brought 
forward the all-embracing character of Marxism as a science 
which illumines every field of thought and activity* For 
the further clarification and deepening of our thinking, 
and as a safe— guard against the corrupting Influences of 
bcxrgeois ideology, we propose the establishment of a system 
of classes and study circles In Marxism-Leninism* 

"(6) The present drive of American imperialism toward a 
third World War - a war against the Soviet Union - is by its 
very nature an attack on the democratic peoples everywhere^ 
Including the people of our own country* This war drive against 
the Soviet Uhlan urgently demands that all of us respond speedily 
and with el 1 avr powers to help mobilize the people again st, gueh 
a monstrous and criminal betrayal of humanity** 
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Tbs other doc intent referred to above, obtained by informant 
a memoranda Tram the "Natimal Cultural Coonission*” Thla 
was apparently prepared by the Party's national Committee In 
New fork and points out that great possibilities no* exist for the rapid 
development of a labor and peoples cultural movement throughout the 
lUted States* To help realise these possibilities, three major things 
oust be done* 



"1* Tte must belp establish a correct ideological and political 
orientation In our cultural work. 

tl 2# He must help strengthen existing cultural mass organiza- 
tions and help build new ones In those fields where they do 
not exist* 

"3* We must establish appropriate Party organization for 
cultural work In every area where the possibility of building a 
mass cultural movement exists.” 



The memorandum thereafter outlines the methods by which the 
National Cultural Commission expects to accomplish this program* Pertinent 
excerpts from this memorandum are quoted as follows i 
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"The Rols. of the National Cultural Ccenission 

"I* The Conmission will develop an educational program designed 
to help achieve clarity on fundamental Ideological and political 
questions in the cultural fields* Recent discussions have made 
it clear that there is great need for a continuing struggle 
for ideological and political clarity on such questions asi 
The role of art and culture; Cosmunlst esthetics; the role 
of the Uarxist writer and artist; the struggle against 
reactionary ideas and trends in the fields of culture (idealism, 
mysticism, obscurantism, racism, decadence, etc); form and content; 
etc. 

) 

The following methods will be used to carry out the educational 
programs 

1* The establishment of Cultural Cocmlssions in the Districts* 

- 66 - 





/■: 



’nj 




/ 




1 

1 

. \ 

l 

< t 





■2* Hie utilization of the Party educational apparatus far 
discus si an of specific questions* 

3* The stimulation of discussions in such organs as Mainstream, 
New Masses, Political Affairs, Dally Worker, Chicago Star, 

Peoples World, Jewish Life, etc* 

4* The organization of a systematic political training and 
education of cultural cadres, especially Negro cadres* Special 
attention will be given to training new writers end artists 
of labor and the Negro people* 

"II. The Commission will actively concern itself with the problems 
of mass activity in the cultural fields: 

1. By helping to strengthen existing labor and peoples cultural 
organizations such as Contemporary writers. Peoples Songs, 

Stage for Action, Graphic Arts Workshop, etc, and by giving 
support to efforts which are made to establish new ones* Mass 
cultural activity needs to be developed far beyond the few 
metropolitan centers in which it is now conducted* In many cities, 
labor schools, national group bodies, etc* may provide the 
impetus for organizing mass cultural activities* 

. 2*. By helping to develop and by participating in struggles 
around important national issues: 

a* Fight against thought control* 
b* Fight for Federal Arts & Science Bills* 
c* Organize audience groups to fight for democratic films, 
radio, books, etc* ' 

The foregoing take on the following concrete forms, for examples* 

Fight for rescinding of the ‘loyalty oath* executive order of 
Pres* Truman* 

Defense of Hollywood progressive writers, actors, directors* 
(Washington Un-American Committee hearings scheduled for aid* 
September)* 

General fight vs* Thomaa-Rankin Committee attack on all fields 
of culture* 
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"Campaign directed toward compelling the New York Board of 
Education to restore 'Citizen Ten Paine' to circulation in 
New York High School libraries} defense of Don Best} the fight ro* 
Hear at's attacks an progressive literature* 

th* fi gh t a gain li t the f iy th r/wil ng rgrf-haltlijg. an t 

films now In production or planned for early production by 
Hollywood* Fight against chauvinist films (Song of South, etc*)* 

The fight against the Callahan Act In Michigan* 

Ifce fight against the California Tenny Committees 'Education Bills'* 
The fight against the militarization of science* 
fight against suppression of Robeson* 

Fight for admission of Mexican artist Guerrero and against 
State Department ban on travelling American Art Exhibit* 

Fight to help restore progressive and liberal c amenta tors 
on the radio* 

fight vs* Ehite Bill in Radio* 

" fight vs. Lea Act (anti-Petri Ho Bill)* 

Federal Arts Bill* 

Fight for Municipal and State support of art centers* 

Help mobilize support for NNC Cultural Divisions in every cccmuaity* 
Campaigns directed to radio stations, symphonies, libraries, 
professional schools, etc* for employment of negro artists, 
auditions for negro musicians, etc* 

Support to the economic struggle of artists led by their cultural 
unions* 

Rally miens for united labor action between A*F* of L* and 
C.I.O. to struggle for peoples cultural needs* 

i 

3* By encouraging the development of a labor cultural movement 
along two line i 
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s t. Labor sponsorship ana financial support or professional 
production organisations in publishing, radio, theatre, 
film and art - on local, regional and national levels# 

b. Mass membership participation in cultural activities 
through the establishment of choruses, dramatic groups, 
camera clubs, dance groups, art classes, and. exhibits, 
writers workshops, etc# 

4$ By anc mjragi « g end development of independent mass cultural 
media s 

a* Labor and progressive book publishing and distribution. 

b# Film production ana distribution# 

c. A Theatre Arts Center in New York City# 

d. Graphic arts production and distribution# 

e. Through the building of a mass circulation far both 
New Masses and Mainstream as well as all other 
publications that fight for democratic content in the 
commercial media, as weU as to promote independent 
cultural activity# 




5* By .the development of Party cultural activities through the use 
of cultural forms in Party education and propaganda • 

a. Film strips 

b# 16 mm films 

c. Theatre - skits and songs 

d# Posters and displays 

e. Chalk talks __ 

f# Choruses 

g. Radio 

$ooe districts are already developing a Party cultural program 
and have assigned full or part-time personnel to the work. These 
districts have begun to use the professional forces available in 
their cultural sections and branches (artiste, writers, radio 
people,, etc.) for the preparation of printed and spoken material. 
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"6. Improving the connection between the National Cultural 
Coearl salon and the District and City Cultural C coda si an a by* 

a* Establishing regular conannications* 
b. Calling regional cultural conferences* 
c* Helping to set up Cultural Ccwmiasicns in districts 
and cities and by regular discussion of their work* 
d* Helping to establish regular relations between District 
Cultural Commission and District Boards and their 
various Departments* 

The Role of Cultural Sections and Branches 



An examination of the following categories of members will reveal 
a base for the establishment of cultural branches or sections in 
almost every District* 

Musicians, actors, radio writers, authors, teachers, engineers, 
architects, scientists, journalists, including cultural workers 
who are semi-professional, amateur or students of the arts* 

First Steps in Formation of Branches or Sections 

1* Calling together existing forces to discuss a program of work* 

2 m Determination of concentration fields of work* 

3* Assignment of personnel . 

ere there are sufficient forces to build a number of clubs 
it is advisable for each club to concentrate on the organisation 
in one specific field, e»g* writing* 

Where there is one heterogenous club of cultural workers, 
experience has shown that better work will be done if groups are 
established within it responsible for craft concentrations* 

Integration of Cultural Sections 
and Branches in the work of County , 

City and District Organisational 

1* Regular liaison between Branch and Section, labor, education 
and organization comaittees and corresponding higher bodies of 
higher organizations* * 

- 70 - 



1 • j ^ ■* V. \ j 

; tlv. «.■ 





' .>' 



I 

'J 



ridiculed the Coninittee 1 a approach and have brought out the point that 
agencies of the Government, such as the FBI, should handle any kind of 
Investigation and that Congress »s business is not Investigating any part of 
American life* 

previously identified, and flHHHY Angeles 
Labor Chalraa^B^rE^Uorgmi nla t Party, have indicatecn&^^Sty^s 
position regarding the defense of the 10 Hollywood writers and direc tors 
who were cited by the House Cocnlttee far contempt of Congress as 
I follows 1 
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It was decided not only to challenge the power of the Comoittee, 
but also to turn the whole thing around so that It became an offensive 
rather than a defensive* The Reichstag trials were to be tied in* 
Considerable play was to be made regarding the Constitution and questions 
raised as to the invasion of individual rights* 

The tactics to be used called far an aggressive organization to 
carry on the campaign on a broad scale and tie in everything on the above 
basis* The theory of policy of these Communists was that every court 
room can be turned into a forum and a place for the education of everyone 
who can hear the defense of the Party* 



1»>1 Pnl 4 
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one of. th^^^3^^^^Kizer^T^Th^omunis^^3^?i Hollywood, 
it was ascertained that the Communist Parly functionaries in the Motion 
Picture Industry were disappointed in a sense at the abrupt ending of 
the Hearings for the reason that it deprived them of an active cause around 
which to rally an attack upon the House Comlttee on Un-American Activities* 
Some of the functionaries felt it would be more difficult to maintain 
enthusiasm for the campaign to eliminate the Committee now that the 
Hearings had ended* 

Oa December 19, 1947* confidential informant 1 
of the Los Angeles Office, advised that the recent H< 
in Hollywood had brought into opposition the entire strength of the 
Communist Party, nationally and even internationally* He said that every 
group or organization attached to the Communist Party, as a front or a 
mask for its activities, has been enlisted to discredit the Investig ation a nd 
to have this Comlttee of Congress of the United States abolished* 
related that the general theme on which the campaign is carried out la 
that any investigation on Communism or Coamuniets is an invasion of 
civil rights guaranteed by the Constitution and further that such 
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Investigation is a sign of the risa of pfcsciaa in the United states* 

Every press item in the official press of the Communist party and the 
liters tore of the Communist front organisations all repeat the sane slogan 
and chant the sane line of propaganda, according toflH^fc 

He stated that the following organizations and groups have fallen 
into line with the program of the Party: The Los Angeles County Doaocratio 
Committee] CIO Industrial Union Council] Hollywood Screen Writers Guild] 
Mobilization for Democracy] Southland Jewish Organization] Artists 
and Science Council of the Hollywood Progressive Citizens of America; 
and the regular daily newspaper rtere the American Newspaper Guild has a 
strong influence* 

He said at the same time the Communist Party uses this campaign 
to make the 10 Hollywood figures cited by the Committee appear as martyrs 
and thus take advantage of the opportunity as a sounding board to get 
their distorted program before the American people* 



To further show the close relationship between the •unfriendly* 
witnesses subpoenaed before the Committee and the Cocmunist party, 
it is significant to point out that included among the legal representatives 
of the "unfriendly* witnesses were Charles J* Katz and Benjamin Uargolis, 
both of when have been identified as Communists through highly confidential 
sources* In addition, Robert W. Kenny* Bartley Crum and Martin Popper, 
all of whom have been associated with the Cocmunist movement to varying 
degrees through Cocmunist front organizations and/or associated with known 



Conmunists* 



Reliable paid confidential informant 
of the Washington Field Office, advised on February 
Charlotte Young, the Acting Membership Director of the Communist Party for 
the District of Columbia, was employed at Room 100C at the Shoreham 
Hotel doing stenographic and clerical work for the attorneys representing 
the Hollywood "unfriendly" 19* 



- * The same informant advised on October 30, 1947, that Charlotte 

q Young received a subpoena from the House Un-American Activities Cocmittee 

. | on October 27 or 28, 1947, to appear before the Cocmittee on October 29* 

According to this source, the subpoena caused considerable consternation 
i 1 ' in the local Communist Party office to such an extent that William 

Ji Taylor, Chairman of the local Party, ordered all Party members to stay 

/. away Aram the Cocmittee Hearings* In addition, Charlotte Young was 

f instructed to stay away from all Party meetings and under no circumstances 

* was she to go to Communist Party Headquarters In 'Washington* All papers. 
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records, etc* which would hare implicated Young in Ifcrty affaire were taken" 
from her person ae well ae from the hone* of her parents where she resides* 
According to this informant, Taylor was mare upset end concerned over the 
discovery that Toung had been a paid employee of the 19 hostile defendants 
at their office at the Shorehaa Hotel than he had been about anything 
else for sosw tine* The informant related that the main objective 
of the Party at that time was to disarrange any knowledge of Oomnmist 
Party affiliations on the port of Charlotte Young* In this* connection. 

It should be pointed out that the Hearings were terminated before 
Toung was called as a witness* 






Coa/UKIST FARIT ACTIVITIES D? HOII^OOD 
(February 6, X94fi to September 15 , 1948 ) 



I B. Current Coigrnnist Farty Developments and Activities in Hollywood 

Confidential Infom&nt^m^mjHin January and February, 194S 
reported that the general situa tion in tn^niotion picture industry, resulting 
from years of infiltration by Communists, was at that tire in a most critical 
state. He attributed this situation to the investigation of Coranunism in Hol- 
lywood by the House Commit t-cc on Un-American Activities in October, 1947, and 
notoriety which that investigation had given to Co^iinist influence cn motion 
pictures. 



This informant attributed this condition partially to a boycott of 
theaters, particularly in the Kiddle n'est and smaller ccmriunities, because of 
the Cor-jiunist taint cf pictures and the employment of known Communists and symr- 
pathizerr in the making of pictures. 



Another reason, according to this informant, wliy the motion picture 
industry was in a critical state was due to the fact that producers could net 
decide on That type of pictures to make, fearing that sore pictures right add 
to the reputation of Hollywood as a center of Communist activities. 



* Infomant^^^^also stated that Comr.unist infiltration cf the motion 

picture industry liad^ejin in 1935 and was not unknornto the head 3 of the in- 
dustry and, in fact, some of the top studio officials had actually given aid 
to the Communist penetration. This informant stated that in order for the pro- 
ducers to protect the industry and their own financial condition, they had found 
thess elves lined up with the Consiunist Farty in a united front to oppose any 
inves tigaticn of Comnunist inf iltration into the motion picture industry, and 
that the producers now find -themselves working hand in hand with Com.unists, 
Connunist fronts, and all elements sympathetic to that cause. 



According to this informant, following the Washington hearings in Oc- 
tober, 1947 the producers had issued a statement that tliey would not employ 
known Communists in the motion picture industry and would voluntarily clean 
house of all such elements. As a result, certain writers and directors were 
discharged, but the movement proceeded no further, re per ted that all t.he 

efforts of the producers were, at the time of his report, directed toward cov- 
ering up the Communist situation in Hollywood and using all possible pressures 
to discredit and, if possible, abolish the House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities. 



$1 
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In Aprils 1946, informs ntM^Jsta ted that there was considerable un- 
employment in the motion picture industry and very little action in the field 
of production of motion pictures. The informant attributed this situation to 
the curtailment of foreign markets in those countries which were satellites of 
Russia, and secondly, to public opinion within the United .States which considered 
Hollywood studios as a hotbed of Coocunist activities, Hie informant was of the 
opinion that the top executive structure oi* the industry was making no effort 
to curb the activities of those individuals who had brought about the situation 
within the industry, and that efforts were still being made to hush up any in- 
vestigation or exposure of the industry in activities not to the best interests 
of the United States, The informant went so far as to state that it was fairly ' 
apparent that those who controlled employment within the industry' were frown- 
ing on any person or persons who openly opposed the Cominists or the Coirr.Tunist 
Party, 

In substantiation of this statement, ^HKreported that at 2 meeting 
on March 31, 1942 of the Lotion Picture Allian^^Hr the Preservation of American 
Ideals, it had been stated that anyone fighting Hollywood Coamnifts would have 
to make great sacrifices in Ids personal affairs. 

Informant further reported in February, I94S that the Jewish 

cuesticn was becomin^very apparent in Hollywood, He also stated that Jewish 
- publications themselves were raising the issue that the House Conmittee and all 
other government agencies or state investigative agencies concerned with the in- 
vestigation of Comnunisn were actually attempting to attack the Jews rather than 
'the Communists, 

The informant stated that the majority cf producers in Hollywood are 
Jews and that about seventeen of the nineteen "Unfriendly witnesses" subpoenaed 
before the House Coxadttee in October, 1947 were also Jews, that the racial is- 
sue is becoming more and more apparent, and that the producers and those in high 
positions are becoming so sensitive on the subject that they are actually becom- 
ing morbid about it. This altitude, according to the informant, plays right 
„ into the hands of the Communists who exploit the work of th^nv estigative C01&- 
icittee as a sign of rising Fascism in America* InformantMBB^ttributed to 
this racial issue the fact that the producers and the entl^^motion picture 
industry were doing all they could to protect the Communists within the in- 
. dustry and to oppose any sincere cleaning up process such as had been promised 
to the House Committee on Un-American Activities* 

In regard to actual Communist Party activity in Hollywood, during the 
latter part of January, 1946 the Commmist Party officially took notice of the 
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Hollywood situation end put out a pamphlet bearing the headline, "Uotian Fie— 
ture Workers, Keep Tour 5ye on the Bail — the Eight Bali— You are Behind It*. 

This pamphlet was sent by mail to thousands of motion picture employees and 
others connected with the industry. It was signed by the "Morgan ftill Seo 
tion" of the Connainist Party, and denounced Ked-fcaiting and blacklisting, and 
urged the repeal of the Taft-hartley Act and the defeat of congressmen mho had 
voted in favor of that Act. 

This pamphlet presented the Comrunist Party program as in favor of 
guaranteed wages, pensions, better seniority and grievance clauses, etc*, and 

auuLiubcu uidu i/uci ^ >*^i r w m. uiuc ba au uuiij i<u\w | uiaii bixj n naa trj Jcticu a- 

bout that fact, and that the "Beal trouble is that, there aren*t enough Comi- 
rists in Hollywood." This marks one of the few times that the Cocr.urJ st Party 
officially has directed a message to enplcyees in any particular industry* 

T/ith reference to the kbrga^iul^Sectior^^th^Ceimin^^^art^L^ 
Confidential Informant 

ported that this section had beer^cre^e^^^a meeting o^oS- 
^^^^art^functionaries in November, 1947, and was designed to bring all Party 
members who were AFL unionists Into one section for the purpose of better co- 
ordinating the Party* s work of infiltrating various AFL unions* The informant 
estimated the members hip at approximately COO, all of whom were AIL merbers* 

The informant stated that this total membership did not mean that all members 
of the section were connected with the motion picture industry, but represented 
all AfL Comuni sts in the Los Angeles area. The informant felt- that it was sig- 
nificant that the above-mentioned pamphlet was directed toward the employees in 
*the motion picture industry where the AFL has complete union control. 

lire recent information concerning the activities of the Communist 
tself in r elation to Hollywood was furnished by Los Angeles Informant 

m«nbcr of the Conrunist Party). This informant re- 
ne uoiaywoca' section of the Communist Farty had been revised and 
consisted only of so-called "cultural* and professional Conrunist Farty members, 
and included not only writer*, actors, directors and other people within the 
motion picture industry, but also doctors, lawyers, scientists and other similar 
professional groups. In the past, the Hollywood Section had bem comprised of 
a geographical area rather than a concentration, while under the present organi- 
sational setup the term "Hollywood Section* is practically synonymous with "Cul- 
tural Section" because of the character of the membership concentration. In 
July, 194 S, this informant furnished figures concerning the standings of the 
various Coswrunist Party sections during the then active menbership drive, and 
the Hollywood Section was listed as having a quota of 25 recruits, but as of 
June 1 not a single new member had been recruited into the Hollywood Section. 
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The opinion or this informant, was that this lack of new recruits 
might be due in part to the hesitancy of new prospects to "sign up", or a 
disinclination of the Hollywood mmbers to risk exposing thoE3slv93 by re- 
cruit Lug efforts. 

The Corrrrunist Forty, during the first part of 194^ , inaugurated a 
definite program of security, and tills "Security Conscientiousness' 1 was be- 
ing taken more seriously in Hollywood tiian elsewhere. 

As an e;cannl c of this interest in security, Los Angeles Informant 

a member of the Corciunist Party) reported on 
no noi vnr. o o'j j j c no n , attended by John 5 tapp, organiser of th n t 
section. At tills meeting, Stapp laid considerable stress on Party security, 
stating that no na:;.es of Party members are recorded and that inch ers hip cards 
and serial numbers ha 1 been discontinued, he also stated that Party rentiers 
had boon instructed to he ;p a constant vigil against spies in the Party and 
against chance revelations of Party affiliation. Stepp told those present 
ttet ill Tarty records, excepting those maintained by Cor:r,uni3t Party head- 
quarters, had been destroyed and that ill Coctr.unist Party car Js, as 7;«ell as 
duplicates of those previously issued, had likewise been destroyed. Stapp 
indicated that each branch of the Tarty ted selected on* person at read ora, 
whose job it was to memorize the names and addresses of the members ci that 
particular branch, and that any telephone numbers and similar data necessary 
to be rnaintained would be kept in a regular telephone or social notebook in 
alphabetical order, intermingled with the names of friers and business asso- 
dates so that there could be no positive identification of Corounist Party 
members as such. 



Informs stated that it was his understanding from btaop 1 j 

remarks concerning ?art\^re cords for the nollyv.ood Section that iucu records 
were maintained at the national Comnunist Party headquarters for the Party. 



the Los 
kind ar 



It should be noted t:iat highly confidential sources available to 
is Angelos Office have established that no membership records of any 
.re maintained at the CoLiiunist Party headquarters for Los Angeles County 



Additional Early Corxunist Party History and Orff ni cation in Hollvrond 



Nc.r York Informant reported that in f he lat- 

ter part of 1935 the Politica^^uomm^toeofth^uoffiaainist Tarty commissioned 
V. J. Jerome to visit Hollywood for the purpose of reorganizing the Cnrc*i!iini3t 
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Party’s Hollywood Branch. The reasons for this organization were twofold: 

(l) Because Lionel Jiitander, an actor, was considered to be "Too leftist", 
and as a result too difficult to jet along with; and, (2) To set up a sep- 
arate branch for the prominent professional people who ware refraining from 
Communist Party activities because they felt that they wera e posing them- 
selves unnecessarily to adverse publicity by openly associating with non- 
professionals who were prone to boast of their Columnist Party connections, 
and, in fact, their acquaintanceship with prominent Hollywood people. 

According to Jerome, the new Hollywood branch of the Conrunist Party, 
after his reorganization of it, was held responsible to the national office 
of the CortrunLst Party which also took charge of all Co3aruni3t Tarty money 
coming fron Hollywood. 



Inf or man or ted that during this period, the Cultural 

Cocmittee of the CoirymniotParty was in direct contaet with Hollywood through 
its chairman, Lionel Berran, v.ho was frequently consulted as to the advisa- 
bility of the Communist Party 1 3 pushing or promoting certain scripts or pro- 
ductions. 



indicated that actors i-dvard G. liobinson and Frederic larch 
rerc anonjoleundivl duals who came under Berman's influence. Inf or rant also 
reported that the Communist Party worked particularly hard to promote the pic- 
tures "-fission to toscosr 11 and "North Star" and in connection with the first 
narcstd picture, issued a directive containing instructions for its promotion. 




Also according to in forma the first real impetus to the 

infiltration of the motion picture the sending by the Ccranunist 

Party of John Howard Lawson to Hollywood in about 1941 for the purpose of 
promoting the Party’s influence in the motion picture industry. Following 
Lawson ' 3 arrival In Hollywood, the national office of the Party would send 
almost any Coonunist who could writo to Lawson, who would take care of such 
writers and thereby help the Party. Among the individuals who the informant 
stated had been sent to Hollywood under Lawson's influence were: Alvah Bessie; 
Kichael Blankfort; Albert I^altz; and Dalton Trumbo . 

The informant also reported that Blankfort, in addition to his own 
personal reasons for wanting to go to Hollywood, was to be involved in Sana 
program with fmnett la very to work on winning Catholics in the Hollywood area 
over to the Comounist cause* 

The informant also advised that Dorothy Parker and Donald Ogden 
Stewart assisted Lawson in hi3 work for th9 Party, and that it was through 
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Lawson 1 3 efforts that Hans Eislcr had teen brought to Hollywood* The inf ar- 
rant further reported that th9 Screen Writers Quill had definitely been under 
the control of the Coawmnist Party, which had played a prominent part in its 
organization and development, and that the Cultural Committee of the Party had 
agreed that control of the Hollywood writer* would provide a wedge for the con- 
trol of all Hollywood* Lnnett Lavery *33 made president of this guild because 
the Farty felt that Lavery, known as a Catholic, could be *more effective whereas 
a roan better known for his Communist connections aright be at a disadvantage* 



In connection with the guild, K stated that in 1945 it was as 
completely under Coaarainist Party control as was the International .Workers Or- 
der* 

InfornantJ(jJ|atated that he was convinced that the following 
Hollywood personalities are or have been members of the Coasminist Party: Alvah 

Bessie; i'ichacl Blankfort; fallen Brand; Richard Brans ten; Lillian Heilman; 

John Howard Lawson; Albert iialtz; Ruth LcKinney; Dorothy Parker; Donald Ogden 
Stewart; and Dalton Trurobo - all writers; John Garfield; Frederic P-arch; Paul 
Robeson; and Ddward G. Robinson - all actors; and Alfred Xreymbourg* Pais in- 
formant al3o advised that the following individuals prominent in the infiltra- 
tion program were close to the Communist Party, although he would not stats 
that they are actual Communist Party members; Bartley Crsta; Fhilio Connelly; 
Norman Corwin; Gene Kelly; Robert Kenny; Paul L&jni; and Arch Obler, It should 
be note^hat of the individuals mentioned by this info:roant, Los Angles In- 
forrrant^||W(a highly confidential source) has identified the following as 
members of the Conmunist Party; Bessie; Lawson; Kaltz; arvi Proiabo. 

- 

TV ^ An n l n y v3 4 ««*«!« a p 4k *. tw rr^ — 1_ ± i. _ ^ o j i» * * * . * 

****- i -^7 Assuu ua \ji '-udsiung'tan reporLea on xcg ti— 

mony which Louis Budenz had fjiver^ef ore a Senate Committee in regard to the* 
Communist Farty, and quoted stating that so much money came to the 

Communist Party from Hollywood that at one time there wa3 a jurisdictional 
dispute as to how the money wa3 to be divided in the use for Soviet activities* 
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I. B. COWIDNIST PARTY DEVELOPMENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN HOLLYWOOD 

(S eptember^, 1918, to July 1$, 192*9) 



During the fall of 191*8, an individual by* the nans of Sidney Bernstein, 
who Is generally known as Sidney Benson, was devoting a considerable portion of 
his time to work on behalf of the Communist Party, Agents of the Los Angeles 
Office conducted runerous surveillances which disclosed that a group met with 
some regularity at approximately noon on Fridays. Individuals attending these 
meetings were Sidney Benson, Mortimer Offher, Leona Chamberlin, Iyim Whitney, 
and Margaret Malts, all of whom, with the exception of Benson, have lr^ie past 

been identified as C cni m in ni st Partir memb»-r* hv T.n« lno-elan Tnfnrrflnt. T+. ^ n 

the opinion of Agents of the Los Angeles Office that the above indiviaiiaTs 
comprise the Cultural Conjnission for the Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

Also during the latter part of 191*8, surveillances conducted by Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office indicated that John Stapp, Section Organizer for the 
Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Coinrcunist Party, spent several days 
each week contacting various men and women employed in the motion picture in dustr y 
who have been identified as Communist Party members by Los Angeles Informant! 

Among the individuals that Stapp has contacted have been Waldo Salt, Louise 
Rousseau, Frank Spector, Joy Darwin, and John Howard Lawson. In addition, 

Stapp attended several meetings with known Communist Party members in the motion 
picture industry. 

On July 17 and 18, 19U8, the 13th District of the Communist Party held 
a convention in Los Angeles and Stapp addressed the convention on the subject of 
the Party's work in the cultural field. He described the entertainment industry 
as a fringe industry under capitalism, but of value in exposing the contra- 
dicts one in which capitalism is being plunged. In connection with the motion 
picture industry, he cited its inefficient methods, the competition for foreign 
markets, the hi#i overhead for salaries for Vice Presidents, and the utilization 
of speed-ups and loyalty oaths as terrorist methods. 

With reference to Sidney Benson, previously mentioned, he is well 
acquainted with innumerable Cermunist Party members in the motion picture and 
radio industries, and has re ceive<^verv considerate treatment from such individuals, 
Benson told Los Angeles Inf orman he would be glad when his cultural 
work was over, which the informant construed as indicating that Benson was to 

Amn+-l nn < n tvn. e\T nT*ra nl raH nr* ol fw 1 n +h m wil+jiral Hn 
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Hollywood. 

Indications were received during the fall of 191*8 indicating that 
financial contributions to the Communist Party were not as freely available 
in Hollywood as had been the case in the past. Los Angeles Informant^^^V 
indicated that many of the individuals in Hollywood were in financial straits, 
such as the "Hollywood Ten", and that other Farty members in high salary 
brackets were inclined to "cover up" and to contribute only to Party functionaries 
and to controlled organizations. 
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Daring the early part of 19L9 it was learned that the Cultural . „ 

Section of the Communist Party in Los Angela a claimed a total membership of 
Lo?, which indicated that some LOO Party members were employed in the motion 
picture, radio, and allied industries in the Hollywood area, including individuals 
who were members of various professions, such as lawyers, doctors, scientists 
and authors who, for one reason or another, felt they could not afford to risk 
exposure of their Party membership. At this time it was learned that of the 
L07 total, 387 members had actually been registered for the current year as of 
Parch, 19L9* This indicated that approximately 95% of the cultural membership 
were on record as Party members for 19L9, and that their dues were paid up to 
date. Hiis was a better record than the county membership as a whole, of which 
approximately 86£ had been registered for the year 19L9* 

4 

The Cultural Section of the Communist Party is known to have a Section 
Executive Corarittee and an Organizational Conarittea, both of which meet once each 
week. However, the identities of those comprising these two committees are not 
yet known. 

Hie memberships of the clubs in the Cultural Section are broken down with 
a membership limit of approximately 20, and for the purposes of additional 
security, each club itself is again broken down into groups of six or seven 
members. Of the club3 in the Hollywood area, the following are known to exist i 
Jacob Lei3ler (for writers), Aragon (for members in the radio industry), Fiske, 
Frenau, Barbusse, I'cGuirc, and Haldane. TTith reference to the Haldane Club, 
at least half of its membership is reported to consist of comrades with ten or 
more years of membership in the Party, while the balance of the Club is composed 
' of individuals considered prominent by members of the Ccrununist Party. 

reference to the history of the Communist Farty in Hollywood, 
the column of Bob Con si dine appearing in the "Washington Time s-He raid" of Farch 
19L9, stated that late in the 1930*3 the Cocnmunist Farty began to move some 
of its more talented individuals into Hollywood, and that the organizers "found a 
fertile field of endeavor among some of the tinseled souls who had developed a 
guilt complex over their oarnings or a lust for power growing out of an intellectual 
contempt for the pioneers who bossed them." Considine ccrmented that it was a move 
which should be expected inasmuch as products of Hollywood were being witnessed by 
75,OOQPOO Americans each week, and that Lenin had devoted much thought and some 
- wordage to the need of seizing the medium. 
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II. CpT*3?TI3T imLTC/TTOS (P 



Confidential Informant 



wno was a moor -a: 



~nd 



* «ao woBav« rmjrfcy 



rtto hcfi 'jocn t ctlen in th*^ bits* g*|© 




Ui 

for C^conn 



report*^! l J Li In 1334 L he Cowvmlst Pnrt^' rwili sed the 
pcssiblli tie3 in the notion picture field and dec iaedte mfve into 
picture industry. He relr.ted that in the spring of 1$3$ direct orders caae 
dora in .aiiauo graphed fora fros* the bop structure of the Coaounist Party * USA, 
to all units in the Los Angeles area instructing then to intensify rnd ccn- - 
centra te their activities on nolly^od and tl- action picture indue try, . r Thie 
directive emph-sizcd the fact that Communist must try to captor*' The libber v 
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douL service i.i influencing ths Vpe of pictures prcduc^dig 
Coaiunist cause. It should be pointed out tliat Informant 
this information to the Bureau until 134?, and , conscr , pi~n 
"erm referred to by him is not available. -*■'' 
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thus 
’id net furnisht’ 
this uwadd^iT fi 




John L. Leech riio, in 1934, ^s the Organisational 3ecr~fcary of the 
Los Angeles County Corarrunist Party, gave testimony before the Los Angeles 
County Grrnd Jury on August 14, r^'3. On this occreicn ’-c testified thrt Jeff 
Ivihr? r** n e w iVr o '* hhr Co i .iun i - t Per tv in Bo* Iv* -or d In ‘lb' 1 *'- He ^i-hlor 



te y ti 

.T'OO 



i e 
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that 7. J. Jerome, f pronnnt *’rr.’sn Coojunlst vho has been cn- 



the Communist prop~grnfc- "'ield, sent in the letter pert cf 1333 
by ITpMen-i Communist Party Headquarters to Hollywood nt ~hich ti»ne Jerome 
sought U\.o aid o£_.Je?f Kibre in setting up plans for capturing the Beflyr-ocd 
motion uc Sire industry for the Co.uiaunist Party. 

Ezrr Chase, identified in 1939 as having bean 0 neuber- of the. 
Coniiunict Party for a period of seven years or *»ore, store to on affidavit 
in Los Ange leu on ’larch 19, 1939, that Jeff Sibr* -as*r member of the 
CoTiunibt Party. His rf'itlvit further rtr ted tat Jeff :<ihre rsa r t that - 
tinm assigned to "spec! (l n '.oil: in the studio union. 1 ;, *cre cynci f icc3Ty in U'.e 
International Alliance r" Theatric*.! ctage Employees, Local "37 bo the orgrn— 
iziag of special studio uni ts of the Co* moist Party. - ir-Vi-f y ^ ^ Agj 

tho In term* ti onal Alliance* 

of Thertif caTT^T the tr-de ’union icnremmt 

i*.i Eollywood for e number of yetrs rnd rho-’s fraailisr -^th the activities cf , 
Coiivaniot Party mgqbars in coniK-ction Ti th lr:bcr groups in the notion picture 
industry, rein tod*' that the Co-uunlst p«nutration of the jotioa pictairo iicaiott* 
began in 1934 or 1935 v-hon a oaeting held in Carmel, California , 'at xdilch 
the principal figure, one ir. Uichael Lisbein, then attached bo the Afttorg 
Trading Corpora tion nd beciing the title of "Coaaissar 6f Heavy Zones trie z o€ 
tee *1-3..’ »r - w , "•'af present as «eH s.d a number cf Holly? err ^crsonali ties* . 








Ha stated artaagea^nts vcr^acde at tills meeting to finance the program of* 
infiltration ^ ^ 

Confidant! al jS^jp\olj' ^qs of ft* 

notion pic tar* industry tfcefl@SgiHffOy 4pw>eeSmm^1m fee labor 
orgnnizn tioruil set-up. The principal active labor organisation one the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage ftsployec*. (IATT!) . 



Con'Jdenticl Infer -aan t j^^Hrcpor ted that ihis tct fji ail tono sous 
group of local labor unions identlnea r^Lfa the American Federation of Imbor. 
Tue Internutioual rllimca of Theatrical Stage Employees* jurisdiction ras 
recognised as the 011 X 7 union orgenization In HollyWJod for a number cf y e ars* 
Ilrt.cver, on bro occasions, in 1?21 and in 1933, strikes rere called by this 
organisation rftich rere completely unsuccessful. In each case the strike raa 
the result of l Jurl&olctlonal dispute and ra^Jaroken by members of outside 
unions entering the field as strikebreakers. ted tftf-t there un- 

successful strikes brought cbout a very d*c o H^crndi tion In 'the labor field 
In 1933 ’I-lch ccurct? m-ny cf the .orders to lose confid:rxe in the :~i rierjn 
Frrdera tion of Labor (/fL). /s r result, tie Corronist ?rrtv Led littl« diffi- 
culty In rioving into the unorganized field rifch tie Taction Picture To rkers In- 
dus trial Onion. 



In 1937, after the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Fpiployecs had reestablished themselves following the disastrous strike In 
1933, one local union emerged covering "hot is luiorm ns the "beckysTd crafts* 
rhlch crafts are normally identified ri th stage end theatrical rorkers such 
a3 electricians and gripe. Tbile thir controversy in 'the trade union oot*-» 
aent i*us continuing in the motion, picture studios, nev att ch rtc attempted 
on the estahlislied unions by an organization ujot.u r s the United Studio 
Technic I; ns Guild* Tfcir Guild wes headed by Jeff Xibrc *dio , -a s attempting 
to set op m drwRll in^strigl union. 



Before the eatebli ahnent cf the Ottiterf Studio techniciona^ili^ ~ 
ouaerous smaller g rpqjji such as the Federation of la tin Picture Creffcj afcft 
r.n orgrnlsatlon ubSctj ’aom as the CC^PtC (Co siTT fife s£ lii tlM iTOtiliii * 



r.n organisation ’acms'as the C03PAC (C 

ref fce|. as **ell 04 en ananqrijoyed oodh^Mo 
rere trtwioucly Coanunist front groupers 
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k? to cgSjhite lu 



en effba^ 




the unions r hich ’rcre clmady ergoni zed wider the Afl. * A^r Msf 

^ the. struggle for domination rithin the labor novsacat in fcho aotlo® 

pldCm aUailaa did not develop into c aajfcr iy l?3o , ~hea. the 

principal factor in establishing the importance cf the United Studio Technicians 



1 - / _T* m 4T r '- -''SV- *' ‘A 
~ * - -* ■ £**-*** jr~L t y e>T 






^ - — 







Guild fight ^as a decision of tho Rational Labor delations Board ehicfa * # 
challenged the erULdi fcy of a contract vhlch the International IWlnmre of 
Theatrical Strge Tfcployees bed catered Into la sl ag this. de-. 

claioti thers tas held as election 'filch wnr jroanigibsf^jHF pdttl&flft ' * r ~ 
by the Uni tart Startle Techniclane Guild. This "IftcWcmroxlVad U» the 
International Alii room of Th^ctrfctl Strge Saptoyees' rlrolng by r. rube tea t&al *' :- 
majority* Horever, Local f&44 cf the International Allicace of TheaWlcal ^ 

Stage Employees ?nd Herbert X. Sorrell, rdio had only recently cone Into . 
power in this Union, did not support the ether A7L unions, act! rely campaigning 
on the side cf the United Studio Technicians Guild* Sorrell's Couoonist coo— 
t nectlons r lll be *aken up separately In this section cf the memorandum. 

Follorlnf: the def t t cf the United Studio Technicians Guild, Fibre disappeared 
from tic Hcliyrcrd .motion picture studio Irbor ''trld and bis organisation dis- 
solved. 

. K. 

During the yeerc of 1927 and 1936, the AFL rnd affiliated unions 
in the -ioticn picture industry in Hoilyrood r ere groctly disturbed over the 
CosTTunists* efforts to rnrecli or disturb the union rod consequently at the -- - 

union's 35th Convention held ot Louisville, Kentucky, from June 3 to 6, 194 b, ^ 

a report *v.s prepared “Mch set out numerous exhibits in the form • f lottos *- 

rri tten by either Jeff Kitare, afor' a^ntioneu, or Key Hudson, o national 
fimctionrry of tie Comuni rt Pai'ty he is r t present District L ; der tv* tho 
Pcrty in tie Pittsburgh rrea. This report, a phe tegr:. phic copy cf vhich is 
arlutfiined in the files o? this Bureau, contains lengthy report of J*?ff 
Xibro dated April f3, 19£S, in Uollyrced, entitled "Report on Kcllyrcof • • • 

F.tvic-/^f 21cjn and^bjectivec for Past Several Jonths*. One portion cf It 

refers to c studio unemployment conference representing r group of unions ■* 

na£ guilds bonded together in a bread anti-Int*rnntionrl Alliance cf Theatrical 

Stage Eaployo s aovemont ns a preliminary to the fometion of an industrial 

union* 




Rhibit ??. o:*' Wile report is Jeff fibre's letter tc one Bob Fred . 
of JL3o Teat 13 th Cfcro t, P* • • York City, dated Februr ry 9, 1938* feed ia 
Identified in the report by J. r. Bussell, Secretory of the Lot Angolas 
Central Labor Council, r: r. ^c.jjber cf the Actors' Equity In tier York end air 
active orgnizer for the Corrumiat Party. In this regard Klbtfw rri tea, _$ r 

* *T T «11 > one thing about the Fc\s, they rcldcm rTit 1 ? c co t cn business** 

* Kibre refers to himself in the letter “S tie "undercover field repr*c*rnfc tivsu : — * 

* for CIO in Holly r ood.* Kibre states "In the i an tine I r ?sh you "ould discoid 
the "rtfcer c f 'I. A.' (international Alliance of Theatrical Stage B*ployces) 
action ritb Jack ftrchol (national fimc tirivury cf the Comsmlsl Party) end 

th" necessity rf my getting in touch — 1 t2i conb cts in tho vnrleuc citlos* T : 
have taken it up with Psul CIS nr. ( t? t that tiee Los /ngrles 'Vr-iqniafc Party 
functionary) but I c feels a perienrl appeal to you or ?. J. (?. J* Jerome) 
zrther'then connuni eating through official channels * c Id get quicker results." 






3 



V 



c e 



OG 



Exhibit /4 of this report lift Litter from Toy Hudson, identified - 
above, to Coerado Lambert at ca Francisco, a copy of this Lett r. being acst 
to Paul dlae la LoaJ*C*l~** Ihla letter eel dated Job# 21, IgjIU— 
Identified LeaberC as Tol ter Lambert, e aeaW of the fincaUn Cexxl ttcr* 6f*_ 
the California Cownmist Party* Ticy Hudson, In the letter, eta ten *0n the 
basis of the rbove, ft*ft‘eas to ft* there should be a thorough r^e^ratna tioa 
of the nt ods of re de of our people in Hollywood and especially the approach 

to the X.A.T.r.L Finally, I think that re should by en£ keep closer 

contact end have a more systematic change of infcruatlon be treea our people 
in the I.A.T.S.E. in Hollyrood end the people here in Item York. Hereafter, 
l rhen coTmmications ere rent they rill be brought directly to the attention of 
our fr-iction * ere, Li'<erise re mid like to heve the n gios cf people in 
Hollyrood in this organization *rl th '-hen our people could correspond 

directly," 

Motion Picture Porkers Industrie! Onion 



Inforrsant^H^wtr bed that' this ves en Independent group completely 
under the control cf uSSmist elements rjvl t?!dng orders Erectly from local 
ConTunist Party leaders. In the short tliae betrecn the- creation cf this 
union in Jamie ry of 1934 end /pril of 193 5 , it had obtrir.-d a lrrgo rrual . r 
of “7i jerc •’nd ?rs rell cn its m y to V. coning the leading union in nollyr'ood. 
However, r. cut tl t tine instructions r-c-re rent cut by tie Central Connittee 
cf the Co : i Tunis t Party that the Party ! rd changed J \c lin^ from tint of ad- 
vocating the cr~r ticn of ceprrr t° unions under Coiunist control to that cf 
affiliating,. ;itl: existing unions rith the hope of taking over the control of 
these groups. In Ho'lyrocd the Conuunist activity ras directed at affiliating 
i th the AFL groups. Here instructions crllrd ^or the li^uidftlon of all 
independent unions end their jenbers rent in to the AfL unions. This policy 
'as followed by the Motion Picture TTork Industrial Onion — ich resulted in 
the gradual disintegration of this union. It -eg officially <5 s solved in 
February cf 1936 . 

According to^|^^'uring tfiis sc. .e period ti e CIC ’ as being I 
orgrnlsod by John L. Lei^^nd several attempts rare node by the CIO to 
organize in the not! on pic taro Tndustry. ffiere T-ere rt the t ti:ie appro : 4-*«5r 
'25 Inbor unions e r various types in the .*tio$ picture industry. Sene c^thcse 
•rcro affiliated *• 1 th the TTU and the be. lance rare Independent onions, 
into. ted that in 1737 Herbert U. Sorrell became the President cf the 
Painters Local 644 of the International Brotherhood of Pain tore, D-coretors, 
end Peperlirnnerc f~ Am-rie rs, AfL. This union “ns r. mrdy rebi voted AFL pC B t v, 
corro" i soon b c* 10 Mie lender of the Cowiunlst fcctiona nnong Hollywood labor 
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Alliance referred to'V'jfil 

herein, stated that the Conference of Studio Onions was formed by T 

nearly the sane group of unions that had formed the CGCfPAC (Coanittee of 
Motion Picture Arts and Crafts), the Unemployed Conference and several 
other labor groups which had sprung up in Hollywood during the late 1930s* 

One significant addition, he related, which had been made to this group 
"■ps Lc crl ,'oC 3 of the International Alliance of Theatrical 3 tajM^Fhplpj’e n 
which is a union comycsed of studio technicians* Ho related" tranf the - ~ ^ 

Conference cf Studio Unions took up the Coanamist flghV id^ere the United ^ 

Studio Technicians Guild lmd left off only utilizing a different tactical 
approach. The Conference of Studio Unions was designed to r ora a redge ^ ~ s 

between the membership of the kFL end the International Unions of the AFL and w . 

et the srime time to establish l solid front of those unions which Coo* 
munists had been able to bring into their orbit. j ' ;i -v- 



Conridentiai Inforoo eftrs to this group rs a snail con— 

pact organisation cotaposed c' ceiTg^es or represent tives of a bloc of - 

labor unions in the Hollywood motion picture industry -hich i s un'ier the 
control cf the Conmunist Party operating through its members in those unload ' ? 
■diifh *.?ve captured hey positions.. It las further been described as a * 

Hollywood studio labor group at act as the control and steering ccmml b tee 
v -*~hich coordinates one directs Communist union actlvitios, looking^ toward 

the taking ever of all studio workers and their unions Tnto^tij^^O'aaunisV • V 3 
Party orbit. The Ccn r ercnce o r Studio Onions, according i s the. 

orgcnir.r ticn ipon *hich the Com iunist Party relior, r ~cr *vcncHRo:aplc be * 
domina tion motion picture unions. - : ' v. •'•V' 4 *' 

- * ' r -~- '-*<1.' ■ » ’ V • • •>'- 

As the Conference Gtudio Unions or g-n i zt t i on d e veloped 
^^PPB'clatad^ Herbert Correll begen to emerge ns the J 

cf the Communist fmnebion in the Hollywood notion picture studio uni ons. r 
fie stated thr t the Conference cf Studio Uni< ns -ao officially ergnni »ed la 1 •• 
1941 at which tiae its activities were outlined rs ‘'ollou-^* bo organize alj * 
unorganized groups J» the Audios into unions hi ah the Coaaonitfte a 

. control astf-jy^tec absence ^f any union to suA-t the mnrtica^r craft. -Sfe* 

wor \zerz in the Winters Union -hich was beaded by 3on*el|*^BH|Br letefc^I £ 
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that the Conference of Studio Unions, following its organization In 19L1, . 

supported the Coanurist Party line completely, carrying on a program of 
agitation in which they cried for local autonomy and democratic unionism 
generally advocating contempt and disregard for the authority of officers 
within the union above the local level* 

The unions, as of October, 191*6, which composed the Conference 
of Studio Unions were as follows* It will be noted that of the eleven 
unions listed, ten are associated with the AFLs 



Local 

Screen Set Designers 
Local 11*21, AFL 

tv.ut i n,.i 1 j 

ou'bbii ruuiigiciw uuuu 

Local 11*89, AFL 

Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Local 11*88, AFL 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 852, AFL 

Moving Picture Painters and 
Scenic Artists, Local 61*1*, AFL 

Special Officers and Guards 
Local 193, AFL 

Building Service Employees 
Local 278, AFL 

Studio Carpenters 



Studio Electrical Workers 
- Local 1*0, AFL 

Studio Sheet Metal Ttorkers 
Local 108, AFL 

Studio Kachinists 
Local Cinema Lodge 1185 



Parent Organization 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 

and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America 

International Brotherhood of 
Electrical V.’orkers 

Studio Metal Vtorkers International * 
Union 

International Association of 
Machinists 
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^^^^Krelated that sines the origin of the Conference of Studio^ 
Unions, s^^WITstrikes have developed in the motion picture industry 
which basically ~ere the result of jurisdictional disputes between the Com- 
munist bloc or Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership of Richard Yalsh, Inter— 
nat.iAnal Pr asHH *n+. _ 



Concerning thes^strikes participated in by the Conference of 
Studio Unions , Inf orman tj^^Hphas advised that they were not legitimate laba 
disputes but rather strike^oy a group of Cornnunist dominated local unions 

n mi* I Via 4 avi A r c*/*? 4 a+ 4 am aa mm avaiia a 4 a <ma*4 a a » 

ww uutd y^vu wa juiisuiv iWiuu ag bauuqo uu u cd UC a O Ui lhC e 

stated that these disputes have been attempts by the Cocrrunist eleme^^To 
disrupt the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, and that 
the Coraiunist issue war usually the question around which the dispute re- 
volved rather than the issue of wages, hours, or working conditions. 

He related that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
received the support of the Comrunist Party locals in these jurisdictional 
disputes. 

^MBrelated that during the period of the Conference of 
Studio Unions 1 development, the Cornrunist propaganda machine was making 
full use of the vear snd the period of cooperation with Russia in order to 
strengthen its position in Hollywood. The Coraunistsduring this period 
established several political fronts, according to^^^^^^and made 
successful penetrations into several of the active cffl^Pand guilds 
within the motion picture industry. This struggle for po v «r within the 
Hollywood studio motion picture unions was climaxed by the 1915 jurisdic- 
tional dispute. 



strikes participated in by the Conference of 

r as advised that they were not legitimate labor 
a group of Cornnunist dominated local unions 
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dispute between the Conference of Studio Unions and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees precipitated a strike rhlch was 
purely political in character and was an attempt on the part of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions to break the International Alliance of Theatrical 
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kjbdgo ciupiujtoo uiij-uno in n.w w wu • 



i. i i i. v.x . u v- i n 

unbinueu tnat iron uaren ±c , 



\9hS, until July 28, the Communist Parc^Line in the United States was one 
of collaboration which had "been adopted at the time Russia was Invaded by 
Germany in June of 19bl. He stated that in view of this, the Communist Party 
did not take an active part in this strike. However, on July 28, 19RS, the 
Communist Political Association reverted to the tenets of the Coranunist^^^^ 
Party, USA, and elected William Z. Foster as the new National Chal rman . 
related that on this occasion the Party announced that it TOuld relinquis^^^ 
its Browder revisionist policies and return to the basic MandLst-Leninist 
principles, immediately after the change in the Party Line, the Communist 
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press began to support the strike and the Communist Party in Los Angeles • 
began to issue leaflets through its various branches calling on the workers 
to man the picket lines in the strike* 



As a further verification of the Communist Party* s attitude 
toward this strike, it should be pointed out that on March 15, 19b5, the 
*?est Coast Communist newspaper, the daily "Peopled ttor Id", carried an 
editorial captioned "End the Movie Strike at Once". This editorial pointed 
out that strikes in wartime we re not under any circumstances permissible 
and further went on to discuss at length ths fact that there is no excuse 
far any kind of a strike when the nation is at war* However, an editorial 
appearing in the July 21*, 191*5* issue of the People* s ubrld captioned 
"Support the Strike of the Film Unions" reflected that this motion picture 
strike was no longer a jurisdictional dispute as it had originally been 
represented to be by the producers but that it has now been revealed to be 
a strike of the union versus anti-union forces* The editorial concluded 
by stating that every effort should be made by all conscientious workers 
to support the strike in every way. 



According to Informant^^^^fct was obvious that the Communist 
Party and its members were whipoSg^We situation tovard the violent stage* 
During October of 191*5 numerous individuals mere injured and violence 
reached such a pitch that the public and traffic v^ere not permitted in the 
vicinity of T.'arner Brothers Studio* This strike "as settled on October 29, 
19 liSf when an agreement was reached bct'r.’een high AFL union officials and 
Eric Johnston of the Motion Picture Producers Association* 



Confidential Informant Unrelated that the real purpose of the 
Conference of Studio Unions was two— fold s first, the union desired to keep 
the general labor situation agitated in line with the Communist Party pro- 
gram of creating confusion in the United States; and, secondly, to maintain 
intact the leadership of Herbert K* Sorrell* 

strike was again called on Septemb er 26. X9ii6. by the Conference 

was i n charge 
^advised 
le Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and the Conference of Studio 
Unions* They stated that this was merely a continuation of the previous 
strike in 19l>5 which lasted far some eight months* This strike resulted 
in numerous strikers and union leaders being arrested in Lbs Angeles* 

f the 
at some 





ej 

strike. 




ants were arrestee 



8 






According to the records the 

October 11, 19U6, 26 defendants were arrested at theTechnicolarStudios, 
charged with violation of Section 23*10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
which is parading without a permit* Following the arrests, however, this 
Section of the Municipal Code was declared unconstitutional by the Appellate 
Division of the Los Angeles Court which resulted in all 26 defendants* being 
dismissed* 

stated that on October lli, 1916, 208 defendants 
were arrested at Columbia studios charged with violation of failure to abide 
by the Court's injunction which prohibited mass picketing at the studio unions, 
Of the original number arrested, 113 defendants pled guilty; hi were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; U7 ^ere found not guilty; 6 defendants are off the 
calendar pending other action while 1 defendant jumped bond and there is at 
present a bench warrant outstanding for him. The disposition of these cases 
involved fines being levied against those convicted ranging from £30 to $200 
each. 



The records also reflected that on October 26, 19h6, 125 defendants 
were arrested at Columbia Studios for violation of fAinicipal Code 23.10 
(parading without a permit). Of the 125 arrested, 3 defendants were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; 11 pled guilty, receiving fines up to $25 or sentences 
up to 5 days; 30 were convicted, in most cases fines being imposed of frcm 
$10 to 375, however, some fines were as high as 3150; and in the case of James 
Shelton, he was sentenced to 30 days in jail. All of the above have appealed 
their cases. The trial on the additional 81 defendants is slated for October 
15 pending the appeal of the 30 persons convicted in this case. 

On .November 15, 19U6, 696 defendants were arrested at Columbia 
Studios charged vdth violating Municipal Code 23. 10 (parading without a 
permit). Of these 600 pled guilty to the charge and each one paid a fine 
of $25; 86 defendants were dismissed for various reasons, it being pointed 
out by the Los Angeles City Attorney Donald M. Red wine that many of the 
officers used to make these mass arrests who were inexperienced and not in 
permanent status with the Police Department. Consequently they could not 
be used to testify which resulted in insufficient evidence in many cases. 

The records also reflected that persons made bail and forfeiture was 
made later resulting in bench warrants being issued for these two individuals. 

6 defendants were taken off the calendar because they are defendants in 
Superior Court on conspiracy counts and will be referred to hereinafter. 

On November 16, 19h6, at Columbia Studios, an additional 12U de» 
fendants were arrested for violation of the California Penal Code 166J.* which 
has reference to the disregarding of a Superior Court order which in this case was 
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an injunction prohibiting mass picketing* Of the 12h defendants, 70 were ^ 
convicted* The minlniun fine for each person was $300 and the maximum fine 
was $300 and one year in jail* 13* defendants were dismissed by the court 
because of insufficient evidence or the temporary status of the policemen 
making the arrests. 39 defendants were dismissed upon a motion of the City 
Attorney, and 2 defendants will be tried in October, 191*7 • 

In addition to the above figures,^^^^^^^^^^^Hpointed out that 
there were 10 individual arrests made at vafl^^niocaCBn^in the Hollywood 
area in connection with the motion picture strike* 

Under date of November 22, 191*6, the Los Angeles Daily News contained 
an article which reflected that felony indictments had been returned by the 
County Grand Jury on that date against lli Hollywood film leaders for activity 
in the film strike* The article reflected that the Hi so indicted rere 
arraigned before Judge V.'iUiam R. McKay and subsequently freed on $5,000 bail* 



Matthew Matison 
Carl Head 
Russell UcKnight 
John Martin 
Roy Tindall 
Frank Drdlik 
Wilbur R. Higbie 

Specifically, Sorrell is accused of advising and encouraging the 
Conference of Studio Unions* members in their picketing of Columbia Studios* 
Berman is alleged to hive incited pickets at Metro-Goldwyn-llayer Studios during 
* which demonstration several Deputy Sheriffs ^ere injured. Gilbert, Matison 
and Frank Drdlik are charged with having incited pickets to disregard court 
orders at various union meetings* Lawless was accused of an attack upon Henry 
Siccardi, a non-striking film technician, on October 22, 191*6. Sorrell, Uatison 
and Gilbert are also named as having advised picketing of Columbia Studios on 
November Hi, 191*6* The other men are alleged to have directed picketing 

i-j t j 

aguvuiooe 

On July 19, I9h7, Frank Barnes, Assistant District Attorney in 
Los Angeles, California, related ttet the indictments against Berman, Skelton, 
Tindall and Drdlik were dismissed because of insufficient evidence* He also 
stated that a challenge to the indictment had been presented v*hich contended 
that the Grand Jury had not been selected In a manner provided by law. He 
stated that the Grand Jury did not represent a true cross section of society* 
Following Is a brief background as well as the Conn uniat affiliations of each 
of the individuals originally indicted* 









Herbert K. Sorrell 
Averill Berman 
Ed Gilbert 
Norval Crutcher 
James Skelton 
Andrew Lawless 
Louis Whitman 
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AverlH Joseph Berman 



Berman is a Radio Comentator who resides at Hl6-Ii/5 Tamarind, 
Hollywood, California. He was born on April 19, 1919, at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota* Berman was released on bond on November 19, 19li6, after having 
been charged with violation of California Penal Code, Sections 182, h09, 166, 
215 and 518. Hith regard to Berman's Coraninist connections, there exists 
to date no documentary evidence of his membership in the Los Angeles County 
Commmlst Party. However, he has been active cn behalf of Cormunist front 
organizations in the Los Angeles area. A pamphlet was made available entitled 
"Campus Currents", which is a bulletin published by the Four Freed cans Club of 
the American Youth for Democracy, in Los Angeles. Page 1 of this bulletin far 
November 12, l?h5, carried a heading, "Averill Berman, Addresses First AYD 
Meeting." The article stated that Berman, CIO reporter and Army orientation 
lecturer, highlighted the first meeting of the Four Freedoms Club on Frida^^ 
Novenbe^lO, 19L5* On January 9, 19L6, Confidential Plant Informant 
■HH^f the Los Angeles Office, made available documentary evid^^^^* 
o^^^ai^ress made by Berman at the American Youth for Democracy Conference 
held on October 21, 19^5, at Los Angeles City College. 






inf or want of the Los Angeles Office 
Section of the Communist Party, 

L y 29, 19L6, distributed by the 
Executive Comittee of this Section of the Communist Party urging raarbers 
to attend a mass meeting scheduled for July 29, 19L6, at the Gilmore Stadium 
Auto- Parking Lot*. Agents of the Los Angeles Office attending this meeting 
reported that Gordon Tlilliams, candidate for the 59th Assembly District, 

■ State of California Legislature, vaa the Chairman of this meeting and that 
he introduced Averill Berman. Following Berman's talk, Williams introduced 
Emil Freed as Chairman of the 59th District Communist Club. 



The East Side Journal, a local Los Angeles newspaper, on March 27, 
I9h7, commented on the opinion expressed by Averill Berman in his news 
analysis over radio station KXIA. The newspaper specifically reflected that 
Berman pointed out the danger of Fascism in the proposed outlawing of the 
Coraninist Party and that he stated that the battle ground "has changed to the 
coraiunity where we must fight the corruption of our educational system, police 
force and local courts". 



Norval Dixon Crutcher 



Crutcher is Secretary-Treasurer of Local 683 of the Film Technicians 
Union, International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees. He resides 
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•t 2050 Hightower Street, Los Angeles, California* Crutcher was bom in . 
Louisville, Kentucky, on October 17, 1889* Oliver Heeks of 111 West 7th 
Street, Los Angeles, stated that Crutche^joine^th^Conraunist Party in 
1937 under the nano of Norman Newoan. discontinued 

paid informant of the Los Angeles Offi^^^^^H^Rrmeriy a member of the 
Los Angeles Police Department assigned to Communist and radical investi- 
gations, related that Crutcher joined the Coimiunist Party on September 27, 
1937, under the name of Norman Nevaum, having been recruited into the 
Party by Sidney Martin who was at that time one of the most active Com- 
munists in Hollywood* 




Lizabeth Bensen, a functionary 
of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, it was ascertained that in 19!*!* 

Crutcher held 19hh Comnunist Political Association Card U7U39- According to 
this source, the membership card was issued on December 6, I9AL. Through 
this same source, it was also ascertained that Crutcher was also a member of 
the commission which governed the cultura^and miscellaneous groups in the 
Hollywood area. Confidential Informant flH^elated that in 19U*, Crutcher 
was a member of the Hollywood Democrat! (^oSTit tee, an organization known to 
have been infiltrated by and under the influence of Cormunists. 



Frank J. Drdlik 



This individual, who is a neither of the Set Designers Union #11*21, 
resides at 5922 Carlton v.ay, Hollywood, California. Drdlik was born on 
August 19, 1901, in Yugoslavia. He was naturalized on February 20, 1922. 

. in Douglas County, Nebraska, having Certificate #16591*31*. On L'ay 17, 19L7, 
an extremely reliable but highly delicate source advised that Drdlik was a 
member of the Communist Party. The record which this source made available 
was dated on December 11, 19U5, and indicated he most probably had Comnunist 
Party membership card #1*9925* 

Edward McCreary Gilbert 

Gilbert, who is Business Agent of the Set Decorators Union #11*21, 
resides at 1051 East Pagnolia Avenue, Burbank, California. Gilbert, who is 
1*3 years of age, has been affiliated with the Communist Party in Los Angeles 
for a considerable length of time. Through a highly confidential but 
thoroughly reliable source it was ascertained on February 11, 191*7, that 
* Gilbert had returned from special leave to the TThitman Branch of the Communist 
Party. 

Confidential Informant the Los Angeles Office 

who is a marcher of the Communist rarty^attenu^^^homecoming party of the 
Walt Vihitman Cormunist Party Club in Los Angeles on December 1, 1915, held at 
the heme of Art and Evelyn Shapiro, both Coonunists, in honor of returned 
veterans. According tc this reliable source, Gilbert was in attendance at 
this meeting. 
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This same source advised that on January II, I9I16, at a meeting 
of the Whitman Club of the Gomnunist Party, Gilbert tos nominated for the 
position of Chairman but declined after George Sandy, Los Angeles County 
Financial Director of the Communist Party, stated that Gilbert was "tied 
up in studio unions". 

Carl C. Head, also known as Earl Clark Head 

Head is chairman of the Conference of Studio Unions and Assistant 
Business Agent of the Painters Union Local #6U*. He resides at 11*3 North 
1 ttarlposa, Los Angeles, California* 

Head, who is 51 years of age, has not been identified as a member 
of the Communist Party in Los Angeles to date. 

T»ilbur K. Wigble, also known as Bay Higby 

Eigbie, who is a member of the Carpenters Union Local #916, resides 
at 909} South Catalina Street, Los Angeles* Higbie, who is hi years of age, 
has no previous Communist record according to the Los Angeles Office* 

Herbert Knott Sorrell 



Sorrell is the Business Agent of Local #6hii. Studio Painters 
Union, AFL, and is the President of the Conference of Studio Unions. Sorrell 
resides at 1153 Norton Avenue, Glendale, California. At the tine of his 
arrest in November, 191*6, Sorrell was 1*9 years of age* 

• The 



F re cords also show that Sorrell 
was arrested on November 0, 193Q, on a gambling charge* As a result of this 
arrest, he was fined $10 and given 5 days in jail. In October, 191*6, 

Tom Cavitt, Representative of the California Tenney Committee Investigating 
Un-American Activities, provided the Los Angeles Office with a photograph 
of a receipt for a Communist Party membership book #60622 on which appears 
the signature "Herb Stewart*. The signature appears to have been started as 
"So* and then tho "T* written over the *o". This receipt refers to book 
#71*283 signed "Herbert* Stewart* • 




[California, 

furnished thff" L8S Angeies umce o A Jiind 6, 191*1, flTOnHP^^Tbircnunist Party 
registration blank filled out in handprinting under the Party namet "Herbert 
Stewart". The Bureau* s Laboratory, after a handwriting comparison, positively 
identified the document as having been prepared by Herbert X. Sorrell. The 
Los Angeles Office has no documentary evidence of membership on the part of 
Sorrell in the Communist Party or the Communist Political Association since 1938* 
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In Los Angeles, it ^s ascertTOie^or^JCT.oDer jjl, 19 U 5 , that a discussion 
was had regarding the strike situation participated in by marbers of the 
Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Canxnmist Party. During this 
discussion the probability of having Herbert Sorrell actually join the 
Communist Party was discussed. yacClelland, who at that time was a func- 
tionary of the Hollywood Section, terminated this discussion by stating 
she had discussed this possibility with Sorrell, who advised her he had 
considered it but decided not to because he would turn red in the face 
if someone were to ask him if he were a member and it was necessary for him 
to reply that he was not, knowing himself that he actually was. MacClelland 
stated that Sorrell had advised her he was conscious of the class struggle. 

4 

A 6-page information bulletin released by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees dated November 13, 19L5, entitled "The Hecord 
of Herbert K. Sorrell, President of CSU (Conference of Studio Unions) aid 
Strike Leader in the Hollywood Strike Commencing March 12, I9l$ n was obtained. 

The subheading fcr this bulletin was "Communist Activities from 1939 up to 
the Present time". According to this bulletin, Sorrell was associated with 
the following organizations. The following quotations are taken directly 
from the bulletini 

"1. Motion Picture Democratic Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell was 
a member of this Executive Board and continued actively to 
support the new position of the organization, which was in 
strict conformance with the Communist Party line. 

"2. Hollywood Democratic Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell now 
. emerges as a member of the Executive Board of this organ- 

ization, whose program is just the reverse of its predecessor 
where he was also a member of the Executive Board. 

"3. Labor *s Non-Partisan League. Herbert K. Sorrell was State 
President of this organization and opposed the third term 
for President Roosevelt, denouncing him for leading us into 
war. 

"iu Patterson Slate. This organization opposed aid to England and 
was strictly isolationist. It followed the Corvminlst Party 
line and was in sympathy with the aims of the Party. 

*$ m Workers Alliance. Herbert K. Sorrell was one of the speakers at 
a mass demonstration of this organization before the Hollywood 
District SRA headquarters, 2h5 South 7/cstem Avenue, March 7, 19li0. 






lii 



»\o 






X 

•4 



> 




A 



' * 
i 

i 





( 





"6. National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. The 

Attorney General of the United States has pronounced this 
organisation to be a Communist front. Herbert K. Sorrell 
in the official announcement of the meeting appears as 
one of the sponsors of this organization. This organization 
has followed every twist and turn of the Conmunist Party 
Line and is still in operation. 

"7* Tanks Are Not Coning Committee* Herbert X. Sorrell was 
listed as one of the speakers at the Student Union, Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles, on April 18, 191*0. 

The purpose of the meeting was to induce the students of 
the college to stage a 'peace strike' • 

"8. Schneiderman-Darcy Defense Cormittee. Herbert K. Sorrell 
was a member of the comnittee to protest the deportation of 
William Schneiderman and Samuel Darcy, two top officials of 
the Communist Party. 

"9* Earl Browder* Sorrell sent a petition de ma nding the immediate 
release of Earl Broker, head of the Comunist Party in the 
United States, during his incarceration in the Atlanta 
Penitentiary. 

”10* Leo Gallagher Testimonial. Sorrell was one of the sponsors of 
a testimonial dinner given in honor of Leo Gallagher, Communist 
~of the law firm of Katz, Gallagher and Kargolis, given at the 
TJilshire Bowl in Los Angeles on June 2, I9hl. 

"11. Harry Bridges Committee to Defeat Deportation. Herbert Sorrell 
was one of the signers of an open letter addressed to the 
President of the United States protesting the deportation of 
Bridges • 



" 12 . 



American Youth for Democracy. On December 1, 19 Ui, the AID 
in the Los Angeles^ area held a meeting for the celebration 
of the first anniversary of the change of the nane Toung 
Coraunist League to American Youth far Democracy. Herbert K. 



Sorrfij 1 naS one o T ths s x5nsors oT the 7&66tin£« 



"13 . People's TJorld Press Conference. The People's Vforld is a Com- 
munist publication on the Vest Coast. On August h, 19 h3» a press 
conference wa s held for the benefit of this publication at 2936 
TJRst 8th Street, Los Angeles, California. Sorrell was one of the 
sponsors of the conference. 
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H l*i. Third Annual Contention, Los Angeles County Communist Party. 
This convention van held April 29 and 30 and May 1, 1930* at 
121 Veit l 8 th Street, Los Angeles. Herbert K. Sorrell has 
denied that he has ever been a member of the Cosmmlst Party. 
A photostat lc copy of the minutes of the above Conmmlst con- 
vention above the following names written on the back page: 
William Schnelderman, State Secretary of the Communist Party, 
District 13; Don Healy; High VI lk Ins; Herb Sorrell and Urchel 
Daniels." 

Andrew Lawless 



Lawless is a member of the Studio Painters Union f€kk and resides 
at 10736 Lawler Street, Los Angeles, California. At the time of his arrest 
Lawless gave his age as U 5 . 

On October 4, 1946,1 

Loe Angeles, advised the Los Angelas^ Office by telephone" 

Andrew Lawless, a carpenter, was taking a leading part In the studio strike 
in Hollywood. He descrlbedJ^^^H^kp^Andrev as a "right-hand man of Herbert 
Sorrell." He stated ^mm^^^^^^^^oralAmer lean citizen who was not a ^ 
member of the Coumrunl u l 1 ui lj> ^U^|^H^|prurtber related thatflHHH^B 
readily admitted the fact that Therewerenumarous Communists In th^Conference 
of Studio Unions. 




Confidential Informant|^^Bof the Los Angeles Offl 
Andrew Lawless was. "one of the sluggers for Herbert Sorrell.” 
that, although Lawless has "played along with the Communists, 
bqlleve him to.be an actual member of the Communist Party. 



W 



eed that 
elated 
not 



Puasell L. Me Knight 

Me Knight ie the President of Local #683 which is the Film Technicians 
Union affiliated with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Qnployees. 
RXfclght resides at 4317 Bakman^ Street, North Hollywood, California, and at 
the time of his arrest In November, 1946, he gave hla age as 38 . 

The masthead of the November, 1943# issue of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local 683 , publication called 
„ "Flashes" reflects that E us sell L. Me Knight was President of the organization. 
Nerval D. Crutcher, previously Identified as a Conmmlst, was Secretary and 
Treasurer. 



Los 



On July 21, 1947 v *° 80 Investigator of the 

Angeles District Attorney's Office, exhibited a sworn statement which he 



l ft, 
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took from 



In the office of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees on April 1 , I9V7. This statement vaa taken in 
connection vith the Conference of Studio Union* * Strike. The following 
excerpte v ere taken from this sta tement reflecting McXnlghVa CoonunlBt 
tendencies. According In 19bb he was working as technical editor 

of the magazine "Flashes .^^H^related that during thie period he differed 
vith the policiee of McKhlght who vae the editor of the magazine. He stated 
he told McKnlgfat that he vae plugging Coassuniam and that it vaa' 
desire that the magazine contain writings of a technical nature, 
stated It vaa hla wish to publish a magazine representative of the rum 
technic lane and not a magazine dealing In politics or Conuunlam. Continu- 
ing hie coimente regarding hie differences with McKhlght in the publication 
of the magazine, he stated as follows: 




"Then when he went so far to the left that 1 couldn’t take It 
any longer — I couldn't ask people like Bell and Howell to 
advertise In a paper that shoved a cartoon of Westbrook pegler 
living in h sever and called the President a fascist. I couldn't 
go for that. Then he called me a Fascist and I resigned. I 
told him I won't go on vith thie etuff. He said, 'O.K., across 
your card at the union office which I have filed I have written 
"traitor"'. I said, 'All right then, and when your office la 
some day broken into by the FBI, I will he very happy to have 
them see that record , that I vas not one of your party . * Those 
are aj exact words to him." 



Confidential Informant the Los Angeles 

Office, reported that Bussell MciHSi^r^^K^tb^Lo^iBgelea City Council 
from the Hollywood area in the IQ**? Spring elections, but was defeated. He 
advised that the Communist Party supported McKhl ght and c ommented as follova 
regarding the Communist Party support given him. fl^^m^steted he was pre- 
sent at a meeting of the Comunlat Club held on FeDruar^.8, I9U7, at which John 
Stapp, Hollywood functionary of the Communist Party, stated that the Party 
agreed to handle completely the 125 precincts in the second district for the 
McKhlght campaign, working in the name of the campaign and not in the name of 
the Perty. He stated thet the progressive AFL had come out in favor of 
McKhlght. He related that the Communist party was only supporting and not 
endorsing Me Knight, continuing that "We endorse only Commlst candidates.” 

John R. Martin 



Martin ie the Business Representative of Local 683, film Technicians 
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The Hollywood Reporter for Kerch 2, 1945 , (a trade paper) stated 
that John R . Martin was a meiahero^t^^Boardo^Holljvood Guilds and 
Unions. Confidential Inf onaant related that an organ- 
ization known as the "Motion Pictur^Leoo^ToHlttae for Political Action* 
was set up on September 6, 1943 , at a meeting held at 1627 Tujunga Boulevard^ 
The purpose of this organization, according was ostensibly to take 

part in the forthcoming elect Iona, nationally an^locally and to elect 
candidates favorable to the cause of the Commmlet party. John R. Martin 
attended this meeting representing his Local union #683* The masthead of the 
November, 19*0# issue of "Plashes," prerioualy Identified, reflected that 
Martin was the Business Agent with known Cosnunlet Narval D. Crutcher, pre- 
viously referred to herein, as Secretary -Treasurer . 



Matlaon la the President of the Screen Story Analysts Guild. He 
resides at 844l Ukon Trail, Court #2, Canoga park, California. Matieon was 
born in Boston, Massachusetts, an May 30, 1915* The records of the Registry 
Department in the City of Boston reflect that Ketlson's father and mother 
were born in Ruse la. 



On March 25, 1945, Confidential Inf orman 
Id re liab le informant of the Loe Angeles Office, 

Communist perty headquarters In Los Angeles, produc 
paper with the following notation thereon: 



a piece of 



"(March 20, 1945). Matthew Matison, Ho. 75®99 (1945) from 
Eest End Club, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Has no transfer. 

Lives with George Makl of the East Los Angeles Club, 4306 
East 5th Street, Loe Angoles 22. Looking for work. From 
Hew England." 

Through this same source, it was ascertained in March, 1945, 
that Matthew Matison, who was issued Communist Political Association membership 
card 75699 v as transferred from the Eaat End Club of Pittsburgh Comunlst 
Political Association to the Loe Angeles County Cosmunlat Political Association. 
It was also ascertained through a highly confidential and delicate source that 
Met Ison was a member of the North Hollywood Section of the Loe Angeles County 
Communist Party during 1946. 

James H. Skelton 



The Business Agent of Local 946 of the Studio Carpenters, AFL, 

Skelton resides at 3760 Dove|^Street^^o^Angelee , California.- According to 
Confidential Informant Skelton is a Comunlet and 
he Is definitely that Skelton accepts the support 

of the CoBDunlata to try to win the strike for the Conference of Studio Unlane. 

- ia - • \VA 



Roy Tindall, with alias Boy Tyndall 



Tindall i« the Business Agent of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Work ere , Local ^0. He resides at 1225 North Highland, Los Angeles, 
California. There Is no Information available In the Loe Angeles field 
Division reflecting that Tindall has any connections with the Communist Party. 



Louis Whitman 



This individual is a nenfcer of the Studio Carpenters Uhlon Local 946 



•nil 
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resides at 935j North Vendome Street, Loe Angeles . At the time of Whitman's 
arrest, he gave hie age as 50 and Social Security number as 067-16-0680. The 
Los Angeles Office has no Information or evidence that Whitman la a member of the 
Coamunlst Party. 



The Los Angelee Doily Neve of July 7# 1947, carried an article 
reflecting that 11 major Hollywood Studios in the International Alliance of 
Theatrical St am* Tgpm l nvaa n Vftnt aumA rm .Tul? 7 _ 10li7. fmr Vixr tViss 

striking Conference of Studio Unions. According to the article, former 
Attorney General for the State of California, Robert V. Kenny, and hie law 
partner, Morris E. Cohn, filed suit in federal Court. The suit was baaed on 
the provisions of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act charging the existence of a 
"beck scratching" agreement between the producers and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Enxployeoe to kill off competition in their 
respective fields. If the International Alliance of the Theatrical Stage Employees 
helped the major studios kill off independent competition, the suit said, the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees would help the major 
producers crush the Conference of Studio Unions. The suit charged that 
Willie Bloff, former head of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, who, according to the news article, was convicted of extorting 
bribes in the film Industry still "formulates, directs and supervises the 
affaire of the defendant, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees." The article elao reflected that this was the second million 
dollar ault filed in four day* relating to the 10 month old Conference of 
Studio Unions' strike. Sixteen members of the APT, Studio Carpenters Brother* 
hood asked for $28,000,000 in back pay In a suit filed against the major 
producers and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Qaployees . 

Screen Writers Guild 

The Motion picture Almanac for 1942 and 19 4 3 reflected that the 
Screen Writers Guild was an affiliate of the Authors League of America, Inc. 







> 



The Authors League of /merles does not here a local organ ltat ion In Los 
Angeles. The representative cf the Authors League of /nor lea ir. Los Angeles 
until recently was Ann Roth Kargan, who vaa secretary of the Screen Vr Iters 
Guild. According to s highly confidential but most delicate source, Morgan 
vaa a masher of the Corasunlet Party, USA. assigned to Branch A-l of the * 
Northwest Section, and a a of November 19* 1945, was a member of the Comosunlat 
Party, Sorthvuat Section# Los Angeles, California. 

The Hollyvoodprese Tinea (a weekly "throw away” tabloid which 
according to Informant HH followed the Conmunist Party line) for November 
10, 1944, reflected tha^^he Screen Writers Guil d vaa or gan! red la 1933 In 
the Hollywood motion picture industry. Informantfl^Hhias reported that 
this was one of the first unions In the cultural field to come under the 
Influence of Consaunlsta In Hollywood. He related that among the original 
organizers were John Howard Lawson, Samuel Qrnitz, and Guy Sndore. Theta 
individuals vbo have been identified as Communists, are referred to in 
Section I of this n^mor^dum where their Ccmmuniet affiliations are set 
forth. According John Howard Lawson, Robert Roeseo, Lester Cole, 

Hugo Butler, Waldo S&It^and Ring Lar drier, Jr., are among tho landing Coma uni ate 
in the Guild who have been most Influential in the forming of its policies. 

All of these individuals have been identified ea Conauniste and their Communist 
affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum. 




stated that between 1935 and 1939# he realized that 
Communists were (gaining control of the Screen Writers Guild. Ho related that 
the Coisounlata gained this control through their untiring efforts in seeking 
to project their ideals in the Guild. He stated that they called more meetings 
"than afiv human being but one interest in Cossauniss could ever desire to 
attend." He recalled specifically that from 1935 bo 1939 he spent almost all 
of hia evenings attending meetings primarily directed at hia personal effort 
to keep the Comnunints from controlling tho Screen Writers Guild. Hs related 
that after years of fighting, he found it impose Ibis to 4o anything about the 
Communist control of the Gulld_ which resulted in his withdrawing his membership. 
He emphatically stated that there was no question in his mind but that the 
Communist element vaa In complete control despite the fact that the majority 
of the membership in the Screen Writers Guild, in his opinion, were neither 
Communist members nor Communist sympathizers. This source related that John 
-Howard Lawson hoe a strong influence on the members of the Executive Board 
of the Screen Writers Guild. He related that in his opinion, John Howard 
Lawson, Gordon Kahn end Ring Lardner, Jr., are the three most dangerous 
Communists In Hollywood. 

According to the organization' e official p\&licatlon in June of 
1943 there vers enoroxlmatalv 1^.000 man hm-rm of* o* m 



* 20 - 








I 





oe 






i 



■ 5 



* ri 




s. 



Of this number about 100 vere Identified as Communiete at that tiros through 
Information obtained by a very confidential but extremely delicate source. 

The names of these individuals who are still affiliated with the motion 
picture industry are eet out In S ection I of thia memorandum. In addition, 

& great many others, according tcfl^^Hvere associates of Connunieta, 
reported to be sympathetic to ComnnSTex ideologiee and/or members of Conmunlet 
ffont organizations. 



However, in order to show the true olgniflcance of these figures, 
it is necessary to consider tha jennrtji nf auch confidential informants as 



Picture 

.lienee for the^¥55ervatIo^^^3ericIunc!3Te^T^^H??er group having 
bean formed to oppose Comaunlst Influence in the motion picture industry 
during February of 19bb. These informants have stated that the Screen Writers 
Guild le actually controlled and operated by between 100 and 300 members 
who take an active interest In the work of the organization. As a further 
clarification of these figures, it was noted that In January of I 9 U 6 , the 
"Screen Writer," the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, con- 
tained a report reflecting that there were 1317 members of the Screen Writers 
Guild. The report classified 972 members as being active and 3 U 5 as associate 
members. The associate members were identified as writers who have been 
elevated to directorships or producerships in the motion picture industry. 

It also pointed out that of the 972 members of the Screen Writers Guild, only 
366 vere omployed at that time in the eight major studios in the notion picture 
Industry. 



I 





related that the majority of the 
belonged to the Guild as a bargaining 



Informant' 

members of the ScreetT wr: 

’ # - 

agency and not for any "political reasons." However, Comauniste belong to 
the Guild for "political reasons." Hence the majority of the members of 
the Screen Writers Guild do not attend the regular meetings end taka no 
active in terest in the the Motion Picture 

Alliance California, 

for lfc years he carriedon^ leaders of the Screen 
Writer* Guild due to the fact "that it was completely dominated and controlled 
by Comunlsts since its organization. He identified the following individuals 
as the principal figures In the Communist controlled group. 



John Howard Lawson 
Sam Omitz 
Gordon Kahn 
Fred Hlneldo 
Daahlell Hammett 
Donald Ogden Stewart 



Lester Cole 
B orris Inge ter 
John Bright 
Dorothy Parker 
Marian Spltzer 
Ring Lardnor, Jr. 
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stated that he Is certain that these Individuals 



nu tuuu iiiucd by relating that non/ /Sara ago he thought 



a man could not be called a Conrounlet unless he carried a card (Communist party 
membership card) but that he has come to learn that the most dangerous Com* 

Bunlets do not carry cards. He related that he could prove every one of thebe 
individuals was a Conmunist by hie strict adherence to the Communist Party 

policy over the past Ik year period. 

» 

According to the Hollywood Reporter a Hollywood studio dally paper, 
dated August 21, 19kC, the "second report on Uft-Amorican Activities in California, 
published by the Joint Tf ct •Finding Committee of the State Legislature, stated that 
the Committee members consider John Howard Lawson one of the moat important 
Marxist strategists in Southern California. John Leech, former Secrotary of the 
Communist Perty for Los Angeles County, testified before tho Los Angeles County 
Grand Jury that Lawson had boon sent from Slew York to Hollywood by the Central ' 
Committee of the Communist Party and that ho had immediately become active in 
Hollywood Study Cluba and in tho Coamuniet faction of studio unions, particularly 
in the organization of the Screen Writers Guild. Leech stated that Lawson became 
a dominant figure in Communist Party drama groups and attended Connunlet party 
faction meetings in New York and Hollywood. Thus, Leech's testimony establishes 
that the Screen Writers Guild's founder, the first president, came directly to 
Hollywood from Communist Headquarters in New York and that the establishment of tho 
Screer. Writers Guild vas the mission he was entrusted with by that headquarters . 
Lawson vas the first commibBsr of thought planted by the Coomuiiiot party in the 
motion picture industry." 



International 

Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, on JulyT7^^5^/ stated that the 
Screen Writers .Guild is definitely under the control of the Communist party, 
principally through three men, John Howard Lawson, its founder; Gordon 
Kahn and Emmet Lavory, the present president of the group. According to this 
source, all three of these individuals are Comcrjniete. Ee stated that they do 
not necessarily have membership cards in the Party eo far as any documentary 
proof is concerned but. their policies and dealings in the Screen Writers 
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cauee him to believe they are Communists. He related he thinka Lavery knows 
what "the score ie" and "party member or not, he ie not being innocently 
taken in by the Communist Perty." 



.» 

i 

m 



The Communist connections of Kahn and Lawson are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 

There ie no evidence in the Los Angeles Office indicating Laverv is 
a member of the Communist Perty. However, 

Communist functionary who ie now acting as an 
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informant for tha Now York Office, relatedthat Emmet Lav*ry ia supposed to be 
a veil-known Catholic. According it vaa felt by the Party that 

because of Lavery *a being known aa i^atholic, Lavery could be effective where 
a man better known for his Contsunlst connectior^might have been at a dis- 
advantage. Although supposedly a Catholic, ^^H|^^*elatod La Ter 7 was regarded 
by Ccuaunlst Party leaders at the Na tional Headq uarters aa a loyal and faithful 
follower of the Communist Party Llne.^^H^^w*marked that Lavery might not 
have been a a much under the influence a^^control of the Cosnunlsta at the 
out 86 1 of his affiliation with the Guild ae he became later on. He 
eventually become an actual member of the Communist nerty although ] 
vaa not ours of this. In any case. Communist leaders vers yell aware" 

Lavery 1 a weaknesses and made very good use of him in connection with their 
prograa in the Screen Vr iters Guild. 



HO 



•elated that, vith regard to the Screen Writers Guild generally, 
the Communists were either organizers of or a big factor in the organization of 
the Screen Writers Guild. He stated that the Conaauniets definitely have con- 
trol of this organization and that the development of the Guild vaa part of 
the Communist program to infiltrate the movie industry and to dictate policies 
to the industry. He stated that he recalls hearing the Screen Writers Guild 
and its activities discussed by the Communist leaders and remembers discussions 
by the Cultural Conatitlce of the Conanuniat Party in which it vas agreed that 
the control of the writers In Hollywood would provide the wedge for control 
of all Hollywood. The purpose of the Guild, ho stated, was to obtain bettor 
conditions for its members and to further the Communist Party’s pos^i^u^^^ 
influencing public opinion. After the Guild was fully organ 1 zed,' 
related the Party used it in many ways Including for the purpose o^^Hling 
the leg of management." In accordance with Communist Party strategy of 
using the negative approach when the positive vas found to be unsuccessful cr 
unsuitable^th^Guild vas also utilized successfully for its "disintegrating 
effect la ined that he meant by this that management and Influential 

persona wer^^^d into line to avoid criticism. So-called "experts" 
within the Guild havo been, by belittling end harping along certain lines, 
effective in isolating persons who opposed th^Party*a line or at least wore 
successful in destroying thelr^effectiveneae.^BMBMknov* from reports 
seen by him at the Dpily Worker Office and at^Trt^Headquartere, that at the 
time he left the Party which was In the Fall of 19^5, the Guild was as com- 
pletely under the party’s control as such organizations aa the International 
Workers Order . 



The Kay, 19^6, Issue of "Screen Writer," listed the Screen Writers 
Guild’s studio chairmen. This list, included Melvin Levy for Columbia Studios, 
Isobel Lennart for Metro -Gcldwyn-ftoyer, Abe Polonsky for Paramount, end Henry 
Kyera for RKO. All of these individuals have been identified aa Communists and 
their Communist affiliations are aet. out In Section I. 
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According tc lit© ’’Screen Writer," Ycliwe- Ku, IIJ , I.'o. C, date-1 
July, I?'*?, the preoent officers ana exocut ivc board susubera of the Screen 
Wi-itera Guild ere as follcva: 



Emr.et Le.rery 
Mary KcCell, Jr. 
Howard Eatabrook 
Hugo Sutler 
F . Hugh Herbert 



Executive Board 



» Mslvill Baker 

Harold Buchnrn 
Hugo Butler 
Janes K. Cein 
Lester Cole 
Phil lp Dunne 
Howard Estabr*Xjk 



President 

First Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Third Vice President 
Secretary 

Ti'SSfl UT67 



F. Hugh Herbert 
Talbot Jennings 
Bing tordner, Jr. 
P.annlri MacDcugnll 
Mary McCall. Jr s 
George Seaton 
Leo Tcvnucnd 



Alternate Executive Board Member » 



Have J :e pt-.yf 
Cr.rdon Kahn 
Ieobel Lennart 
Valentins De.vlew 



Rsr-ry Myers 

Dev Id Hertz 

Morris E. Colin, Counsel 
Alice Pennenzin, Secretary 



Cf the above 28 officers and executives the following 10 are, or 
have been, meffbere of the Ccmunlet I?rty. 



Harold Buclu^n 



Buciirjan hns been Identified through e highly confidential but Dost 
delicate technique on Avgust 31, l^bb, January 0 end 18, February 28- and hc.venbor 
19 , 19 ^ 5 > as a neober of the Hcrt.hveat Section of tho Lot /•ngelee County Coar.unlet 

* Party or Communist Political Association. Through tr.ie source It van elso tvecer- 

• telned that he vae a functionary of the Farty and held I 9 U 5 Pooh f 4 65 02. 

Hugo butler 

Through ttle eacit uource It vao ascerl-aJned on August 31, January 

8 and 16, 1545, and February 26, 1 9 ^ 5 , that Butler was a member of Branch A-3 of 
the Korttveat Section of the Loe Angelas County Connunlst Perty ar.d that he had 
been a cexber of the Coimuuiet Polltlcel Aasoclatlon. 
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Lester Cola 

The same source advised that cn August 31# 19****# January 8 and 1 6 , 
1CU5, and February 26, 1C45# Cole was a neaber of Branch A-3 of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Comunlst Political Association and his 1945 
Book Number vac 4680J. 

David Herts 



The sane confidential source also related that on January 16, 
19^5, Herts was a member of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Political Association. 

Cordon Kahn 



The same source related that cn August 31# 1£4U, January 8 end l6, 
February 2'S, and November 19# 19*»5# Kahn was a member of the Northwest 
Section of the Communist Political Association or the Communist Ferty. 

His 19^5 Book was #46823. 

I 

Ring Lardner# Jr. 

On August 31# 1?44, January 8 and 16, February 26 and Ncvenber 19# 

39 45# the same confidential source advised that Lerdner vts a member of Brtnch 
A-l of the Lob Angeles County Communist Politlcel Aasocietlon or Co:mruriJat 
Party. He held 19^5 Book #46806. 

Ieobel Lennart 



The bus source related that on August 31# 19 1 * 1 *# January 8 and lo, 
February 26, and November 15# 19** 5# Lennart ves a oenber of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Coimtunlst Perty or the Lea Angeles Communist 
Political Association. She held book #468l6. 

Henry flyers, also known as Henry Moyers 



i . On August 31# l? 1 * 1 *# January 8 and 16, and February 26, 1^45# the 

same source advieed that Myera was a member of the Lea Angeles County 
Coamnmist Political Association end in 1943 held Book #4l8l9. 





Maurice Re.pf 



On August 31# 19****# January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 19# 
3-9*0# Repf waa a member cf Branch A-l of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Political Association. or Comnuniat Party, according 
to the same source. In addition this source reported that he was a member 



of the Coueunlnt Party in 1943, at that time Hated as a functionary of the 
Northwest Section. 
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Leo Tuwfiseiid 

On August 31, 19 Ui, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 19, 
191*5, Townsend was a member of Branch 1-1 of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party and held 191*5 Book #1*1821*. In addition, 
he was also a member of the Communist Political Association* 

Agent 

19 1*6, ascertained that Ann Roti^B^I^^^^WestRo^^MWe^Io^uigeTes^^^ 
and Kuth Bimkrant were employed as secretaries in the office of the Screen 
* Writers Guild* This highly confidential but delicate source, referred to 
above, on January 16, 191*5, identified both of these women as members of 
the Los Angeles County Comnunist political Association* 

Ihe "Screen Writer 11 , which is the official publication of the Screen 
Writers Guild, is a monthly publication* The following individuals are 
responsible for its publication, according to Volume 3, Number 2, dated July, 
19l*7* 



Editort Gordon Kahn 

Director of Publications: Robert Shaw 

Editorial Committee} Art Arthur Herbert Clyde Lewis 

ilartin Field Harris Gable 

Richard Hubler Lester Koenig 

Isobel Lennart Ronald MacDougall 

Bernard Schoenfeld Theodore Strauss 



In addition to the above, a review of the December, 191*6, and 
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following individuals have had responsibilities in connection with the pub- 
lication of the magazine} 



Editorial Committee! Sidney Boehm 

Director of Publications 

in 19U6 i _ Harold J* Saleoson 

Editorial Committee * Paul Trivers 

Editor in 191*6 s Dalton Trumbo 

Adele Buffington 
Philip Dunne 
Ring Lardner, Jr* 

Sonya Levien 
Stephen ltorehouse Avery 
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Of the 21 Individuals listed above, 8 are or have been members 
of the Communist Party or Communist Political Association. They includes 

Herbert Clyde Lewis Bernard Schoenfeld 

Theodore Strauss Paul drivers 

Dalton Trumbo Gordon Kahn 

Isobel Lennart Ring Lardner, Jr. 

4 The Comsunist connections of these individuals are set out in Section I of this 
memorandum. 



Exemplar of the influence had by these Communists within the organi- 
zation was the October, I9li6, issue of the "Screen Writer". In this publication, 
an editorial appears concerning the Communist-inspired American Authors Authority; 
an article concerning the scope of the Screen Writers Guild; a third article 
by Communists Howard Dimsdale and Guy Endore; a fourth article on a technical 
phase of writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures; and the sixth by 
Communist screen writer Lester Cole on wage negotiations for screen writers. 

The Coonunist affiliations of Howard Dimsdale, ^ay Endore and Lester Cole are 
set out in Section I. 



In the back of the publication, there is a section entitled "Hews 
Notes*. An analysis of these notes also clearly shows how the Communist 
cause is disseminated by this publication. For example, "News Notes" in this 
issue carried an announcement by the California Labor School, a Communist 
inspired group, of a series of courses, a production by the Communist influenced 
Actors Laboratory, an announcement of the Communist influenced Feople’s 
Educational Center carrying details of the curriculum of this school as well 
as a report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, a Communist influenced 
group. The Communist connections of the Actors Laboratory, the Feople*s 
Educational Center, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization are set out in 
Section III of this memorandum. 



The American Authors- Authority, previously referred to, was said 
to have been established and conceived by the Screen Writers Guild. The 
inception of this plan, according to the "Screen Writer*, resulted from a 
meeting of the Screen Writers Guild Original Material Committee of which 
^omnnmist Ring Lardner is the head. Confidential Informant! 
jH|^^dvised on December 13, 19U6, that the American Authorsitrraionty 
^^proposed agency to be set up by the Authors League of America and its 
affiliated branches, the Authors Guild, the Dramatists Guild, the Radio Writers 
Guild and the Screen Writers Guild. The purpose of this agency is to protect 
the economic interests of all writers and authors of every kind who write for 
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the screen, for publishing houses, magazines, radio, etc., by making this 
agency in effect an over all "holding agency" of all the written material 
produced by the writers in the United States. The formation of this American 
Authors Authority is based on one central idea, that is, that no writer may 
sell outright to any film company or publisher of ary kind his written material 
but that such written material shall be "leased" only and that the copyright 

such material is assigned by the writer to the American Authors Authority 
when it is offered for sale originally. Thus, while the writer is technically 
the owner of the story, article or screen play, the copyright on same would be 
2 held by the American Authors Authority under its control* The American 

Authors Authority maintains that there are only three Issues involved in the 
plan and states them as follows ? 



1. Under the authority they (the film producer or publisher) 
will not through re-makes be able to make two or more 
profits out of one story purchased. 

2. They will be restrained from accepting as a free gift from 
the writer his secondary rights in any piece of material 
such as television, radio, serial, etc. 



3. They will be restrained from freezing a writer's material 
on their shelves for an indefinite period while he 
watches the chances for other sales pass by. 




Confidential Xnforman^|^H|^^^^^^^^^^HHrelated that the formation 
of the American Authors Authorit^^Rnf^^^B^^^Triters Guild of 
Hollywood "has "a relation to the general activities of the Communist Party as 
shown by the individuals of the over all committee of that guild and who are 



given the task of 
as reported by 




utting it across." 
re as follows: 



The names appearing in this committee 



Emmet Lavery, Chairman 
Robert Ardrey 
Alvah Bessie — 

James M. Cain 
Philip Eunne 

nuwi d/ «*uii 

Frances Goodrich 
T. Hugh Herbert 
Albert Malta 
Sam Moore 
William Pomerance 
Adele Rogers St. John 
Arthur Schwartz 



Ring Lardner, Jr., Vice President 

Arthur Edmund Beloin 

True Boardman 

Morris E. Cohn 

Joseph Melds 

Lvoie^u rretwa 

Albert Hackett 
Boris Ingster 
Mary McCall, Jr. 

Arch Oboler 
Allen Rivkin 
Louise Rousseau 
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Ring Lardner, Jr*. Alvah Bessie and Albert i-alti have been 
identified as Communists in Section 1 of this memorandum. In addition, 
through a highly confidential but very delicate source, Aubrey Finn was 
identified August 31, 19W*, January 8 and 16, and February 26, 19U5, as 
a member of the Communist Party on special leave since December, 19h2, 
having entered that status in January, 19 1*3, from Branch-D of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party* In 19U3' his Communist 
Party Book was #215153* 

Through this same source on January 16, 191*5, Sam Uoore was 
identified as a member of Branch D of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Political Association. He was educational director 
of that Branch and was assigned Book #Uli635. 

Through this same source, William Fomerance on January 16, l?li5, 
was identified as a member of Branch A-3 of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Political Association and was assigned Communist 
Book #1;629U. 



in tnis connection it is oi interest t 



int out that it v.a 



ascertain 



wson on uay 23 , 1940 , stated in a conversation with Bert 3argeiaan that the 
best method to fight 11 Fascism™ was to Coiomunize the writers and producers in 
Hollywood and, eventually, control every picture and fiction story produced 
in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps one day it would be possible to 
control every news article in the United States that the people read. By- 
way of identification concerning Bert Eargeraan, it should be pointed out that 

^ +4 ma (>ViA nr<l . muni M mm . .. lU. TI-1 1 - I W - J W_1_ • ■» .« 

« u viuic wii»t man ou«yj.ujrcvi an a oewieiax/ a iiiia noixjfnuga 77rA6*srs Lio umsa* 

tion. 



It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen Writers Guild, 

that Communist ideology is disseminated to the fellow traveler. Communist 

sympathizer, and unsuspecting -writers who are affiliated with the Guild in the 

motion picture industry. The Communists and Communist pressure in the Guild 

thus caused the injection into motion picture scripts of Communist propaganda 

and the elimination of anti-Communist statements and scenes from original 

motion picture scriots. 

♦ * 
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Screen Writers Guild Members Connected with the 
Office of War Information Overseas film Program 



In July of 19U5 over fifty writers, all members of the Screen 
Writers Guild, were working on scripts for pictures to be produced in con- 
junction with the Office of War Information Overseas film Program* Among 
the editorial board members were the following members of the Screen Writers 
Guild* 



John Howard Lawson 
Uarc Connelly 
Sidnay Buchman 
Charles Brackett 
John Houseman 



Robert hossen 
Howard Es tabrook 
Howard Koch 
Harry Tug end 
Talbot Jennings 



John Howard Lawson, Sidney Buchman and Robert Rossen have been 
identified as Coamunists, and their Communist Party affiliations are set out 
in Section I. 

Haro Connelly has been reported by Inf^teni^^^Rin 19 UR as 
having been a member of the Communist Party. ^^^H^a^also stated that he 
was a member of the League of American Writei^an^he Hollywood Democratic 
Committee* The Communist connections of these two organisations are set 
out in Section III of this memorandum. 

Charles Brackett has been Identified by Inf orman having 

been a member of the Screen Writers Guild. The League of American Writers 
ahd the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

John Houseman has been identified by Info man t^^HBas having been 
a member of the League of American Writers. The People’ ^«orld, a Communist 
publication for June 10, 19UU, reflected that Houseman was a member of the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 

Howard Es tabrook has been identified by Inforaant^j^^^Ls having 
been a member of the League of American Writers, an instructor at the Peoples 
Educational Center in Hollywood and a member of the Executive Council of 
Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Informan reported that Howard Koch has been a member of the 
League of American ffiTers, The Screen Writers Guild, and the Hollywood 
Independent Citizens Committee for the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Informan^H^^has related with regard to Harry TUgend that he was 
a member of the Screen Writers Guild and a member of the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee. The People's ^'orld for June 10, 19 UU, reflected that Tugend was a 
member of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 
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According to In formantflHB Talbot Jennings was a member of the 
League of American Writers and ti^nScreen Writers Guild* 

As has been previously indicated in this section the organizational 
affiliations of the above individuals have been set out to show that these 
individuals have been connected with organisations which have been infiltrated 
by Communists or are under the influence of Communists* The organisations with 
which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in Section III of this 
memorandum* 

Screen Actors Guild 



On April 10, 19L7, Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office interviewed 
Ronald Regan and his wife, Jane flyman, at their request in order that they 
might furnish information to this Bureau regarding the activities of some 
members of the Guild who they suspected were carrying on Communist Party work* 
Reagan advised that the Screen Actors Guild had 12 officers and that the work 
of the Guild was carried on. principally through the Executive Board composed 
of 12 officers plus past presidents* 



Rearan and his wife advised that for the past several months they 
had observed during the Guild meetings there were two "cliques* of members, 
one headed by Anne Revere and the other by Karen Uorley which on all 
questions of policy confronting the Guild, followed the Communist Party Line* 
Reagan related that Revere and Uorley do not appear to be particularly close, 
but whenever an occasion arises necessitating the appointment of some member 
to a committee or to an office, the two cliques invariably either nominate or 
support the same individual* Reagan and his wife listed the following actors 
and actresses as supporting Revere and Uorley* 



Alexander Knox 
Hume Cronyn 

u^ri m ru.— v^.i .t. 
nunxaiu bijduwtuxcuii 



Howard DeSilva 
Dorothy Tree 

i ■» — 

"ujaia 



Reagan also mentioned Larry Parks has also supported this group on 
several occasions* Of the individuals mentioned by Reagan and his wife, those 
known to the Los Angeles Office as being or having been members of the Communist 
political Association or the Communist Party are as follows* 

Anne Revere Karen Llorley 

Howard DeSilva Dorothy Tree 

Howland Chamberlain Larry Parks 
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Began advised that recently an actor by the name of Lloyd Cough 

a a. ^ x. m n _ t *> * j - * *>— — — »* - — — > J — - 

appeareu u> ue a psrucuiari/ cxose lnauu ui wmn «uxa«v »iju uau »w/ 

vociferously supported Revere and Morley. He stated that Cough had recently 
been named Chairman of the clique within the Guild which calls itself the 
* Combined Actors Committee*. He related that this Committee includes in its 
membership the element which he and his wife consider the radical element* 

He also related that this group apparently meets separately, prior to the 
Guild meetings and agrees on the policy it will follow at the meetings* 

Lloyd Gough was identified as a member of the Communist Party through a highly 
confidential but very delicate source in Kay of this year* Through another 
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of the Communist Party have reflected that 71 members are listed as actors 
or actresses* Of this number , Sh have been verified through the Guild as 
Guild members* li2 of which are in a current status. This verification was 
made on July 31# 19^7* 



The following 1*2 persons currently in good standing with the 
Screen Actors Guild are known to be members of the Hollywood Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party and/or former members of the Los Angeles 
County Communist political Association* The Coimwunist affiliations of these 
actors and actresses are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 



Georgia Backus 
Homan Bohnen 
Joseph Bromberg 
Howland Chamberlain 
Howard DaSilva 
Virginia Fhrmer 
Julie Gibson 
Lloyd Gough 
Alvin Hammer 
Victoria Home 
Hark Lawrence 

** r 1 M **t 
iwi mail uaujt u 

John (Skins) Killer ~ 
Karen Morley 
Larry Parks 
Lucian Privel 
Amelia Romano 
Robin Short 
Gale Sondergaard 
Peter Virgo 

T vnn WM fnaw 



Helen Beverly 
Lloyd Bridges 
Morris Camovsky 
Lee Cobb 
Mary Jo Ellis 
June Fbray 
Jody Gilbert 
Freddy Graff 
Tom Holland 
Victor Killian 
Canada Lee 

Patricia Miller 
Ruth Nelson 
Stanley Prager 
Anne Revere 
Shimen Huskin 
Art Sodth 
Dorothy Tree 
Ernest Whitman 
gijHHv Yams 
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Screen Cartoonists Guild 



Confidential Informant the Los Angeles 

Office advised that the Screen CartoonHt^ organized and founded 
in the notion picture industry in Hollywood, California, during the Fall of 
1939 as an independent union having jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch 
artists and animators who were engaged in the notion picture industry. 



He related that this union continued as an independent union 
i until the Spri^^f 19Ul at which tine it secured a charter of affiliation 
with the A. Ft,. mP stated that after the charter was granted, a strike was 
called at th^^^^^)isney Studios which lasted for about UO days. This strike 
according to brought out conclusively that the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild was CoiSHRt infiltrated and was evidenced by the fhct that the 
entire strength of the Communist machine in the Los Angeles and Hollywood 
areas was thrown into the strike, resulting in the anti -Communist unions 
in the studios entering the dispute to bring about a settlement, lhe strike 
was settled on July 9, 19hl, with the Screen Cartoonists Guild gaining its 
objectives by being recognized as the sole barganing agency for the cartoonists 
and the Communists in the Cartoonists Guild considered this a major victory. 



tion and 




elated that the persons chiefly responsible for the organlza- 
g of this guild included the following individuals* 



Herbert K. Sorrell 
Ed U. Gilbert 
Phyllis Lambertson 
William Littlejohn 



David Hilberman 
Arthur Babbitt 
George E. Bodle 



It should be noted with regard to the above that Herbert K. 
Sorrell is a former Communist. His background is set out under the section 
devoted to the Conference of Studio Unions. 



Concerning David Hilberman, Party name is said to be 

William Foldal, Confidential Info man tflBJBrelated on May 2, I9h3, that 
Hilberman was present at the Annual CoSunfft Party May Day Festival held 
. at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club and was responsible for the cartoon which 
was posted in that hall demanding a second front. Through a highly confi- 
dential and very delicate source, it was ascertained that Hilberman, on 
. October 5» 19L3» purchased a $25 Party in 

Los Angeles. Former paid informant Los Angeles 

Office related in January, 19 UL, Communist Party 

in 1935 under the name of William Foldal and that he held 1939 Communist 
Party. Book #3171. 
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With regard to Ed M. Gilbert, a highly confidential and extremely 
delicate source in May, 19 U7, made available information Indicating that 
Gilbert had been a member of the Communist Party for 12 years and was an 
active member of the Party at that time* 



regard to the policies propagated by this group. Confidential 
InfomtantflH^has related that the Screen Cartoonists Guild, prior to the 
time Germa^^xnvaded hussia, came out strongly against United Statee aid to 
Britain and against the United States entry into the war. However, when 
Russia was invaded by the Germans, the Screen Cartoonists Guild called for 
the United States to enter the war and the establishment of a second front. 



HHVrelated that the leading functionary of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild froi^l^aj to 191*5 was Mortimer William Pome ranee, who, during that 
period, was the Business Representative of the union and used his influence 
to direct and control union activities which would bring the union into the 
Communist orbit. The Communist connections of Pome ranee are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 

elated, in February, 19 UJU, that the Communist Party in Los 
Angeles^H^^BricLng through its members and fellow travelers in the Holly- 
wood movie industry and had gained control or at least strong influence in 
17 studio guild unions, one of which was the Screen Cartoonists Guild. 

This latter union was a member ^^±|^^onf erenc e of Studio Unions which was 
then under Communist lnfluence.^^^HPrelated that the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild was one of the studio guiJ^^^Hch sponsored the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization (a Communist front group discussed in Section III), which, 
from its inception, started cl ango r ing f or a second front and continued to 
follow the 

Angeles^it was ascertained that on April 21, 19Ui> 
Mortimer William Pomerance, acting as the business Representative of the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild, conferred with Elizabeth Glenn. On this occasion, 
Glenn was advised by Pomerance that the Guild had no objection to Communist 
Party meetings being held at tHe Screen Cartoonists Hall. 

Through a highly confidential but delicate source it was ascertained 
on January 16, 3.91*5 » that Elizabeth Leach, Organizer of the Korthwest Section 
of the Communist Political Association, Los Angeles County, had a report 
'which dealt with the Screen Cartoonists Guild. This report stated* 

"The Screen Cartoonists Guild has done a great deal toward developing 
understanding of the possibilities of the cartoon film as a pro- 
pagandist educational medium. Through the educational activities 



of the Union it has been possible to achieve more consistent de- 
mocratic content in the regular governmental films themselves. 

In addition, members of the Guild have undertaken to make films 
for labor and police organisations. The first of these iras the 
United Auto Workers cartoon 'Kell Bent for Election 1 which was 
conceived and produced by members of the Guild." 




California, advised 

on June 16, and Herman McCabe, who are 

cartoonists and artists in the motion picture industry, were contacting nu- 
merous cartoonists who were then unemployed through the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild and were making plans to put out a series of cartoon books for child- 
ren as well as adults in order to inHuence their thinking toward Communism. 
Mary Sherret told this informant,^^^Hfrthat if children will follow these 
cartoon booklets, it will result, ^ffllWney become adult, in their being mas- 
ters of the machine rather than the machine mastering them. It should be 
pointed out that there is no information available in Los Angeles reflecting 
that any of the above three individuals are members of the Communist Party. 




^informants 
iT alt Disney 

10 Screen CartoolLLls U> uflllll ymyilll.y iU±> Tts off 
6272 Yucca Street, Hollywood, California. According t 
proxima tely 800 members of the Screen Cartoonists °uild7 




rfic|^n 



nd 

udios, advised 
Union Hall at 
jthere are ap- 
of whom are un- 



employed. According to all of the above mentioned informants, the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild held an election of officers on June 21*, 19h7, at which time 
the following individuals were elected who are members of the Communist Party 
or who have indicated Communist sympathies t 



Robert Carlson 



Carlson, who was elected Treasurer of the Screen Cartoonists Guild, 
was reported by Ur. Robert H. Coleman whose address is the YMCA in El Paso, 

T>axas, in June, X9h7, as having received Communist literature at the TICK where 
he resided during his visit to- El Paso, Texas, in the latter part of 19U6. 

Colaoan also stated that Carlson talked openly in favor of Communism. 

Maurice Howard 

Maurice Howard was elected the Business Agent of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild. He was identified as a Communist in Hollywood on 2/26/hS through a most 
reliable and very delicate source. It is also known through an extremely reliable 
but very delicate source that his wife, Evelyn, was also a member of the Communist 
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Through a highly confidential but very dalle ate source, it wa 
ascertained that the following individuals who are screen cartoonists, 

I members of the Comounlst Party* Their Communist Party affiliations are 
set out in Section 1 of this memcrardua; 



Cecil Beard 
Vary Lou Eastman 
'711 list Gray 
Gordon Stewart 



lor ton Diamond stein 
Burton Freund 
Spencer Peel 
Georpe Stone 



Screen Office Employees Guild. AFL Local 1391 



jtudio Drivers 

tali on Ficturc Allianc 

reported that the Screen CfHc^fapIoTee^iuiic^as orifinully af fills t 
the Brotherhood of Painters* Decorators and Pa oer hangers of Africa* AF 
Local 1391. 



He related that in 1%5 when the Conference of Studio Unions 
called a strike in the film industry* all of the .oncers of the Screen 
Office Employees Guild were not in full accord with the provisions of t 
strike* Consequently* about half of the members in the union went back 
work. !k* also related that in the interim between the -1945 strike and 
current film strike* Ur. national labor delations Bears held an electio 
within l'ie Screen Office Laployres Guild at which ti=»c the Screen Cffic 
Employees Guild voted to affiliate with the AF1 "Cfficc Employees Indus 
Union"* Accordingly v the Screen Office Employees Guild no longer exist 

Cn July 24, 1947, this same source related that at one time t 
Screen Office Zoj'lpyees Guild waa strongly dominated by Uie Co. amnia t p. 
and contained amtvr winders within its orr animation who were members of 
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President: 

Recording Secretary: 
Financial Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
harden: 

Conductor: 

Organizer: 

Special Organizer: 
Business Representative: 



Margaret Bennett (7/ills) 

Blanche Cole 

Bernard Lusher (Luscher) 

Claire Morgan 
Jack Reed 

Barbara Alexander (Barbara Myers) 
Florence Contini 
Min ^elvin 
Glenn Pratt 



t 






who was member of the Board of Directors of the Screen Office Employees 
Guild and a delegate to the Central Labour Council, was a Coronunist. 



Margaret Bennett (Margaret Bennett V.'ills ) 



The Conmnist connections of this individual are set out in Section I 
of this memorandum. It should be pointed out that she is at the present time 
connected with the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, Jhe is not at the 
present time connected v.ith the Office Employees Industrial Union which succeeded 
in Screen Cffico Employees Guild. 



Dime lie Cole 



Blanche Cole cn July 26, 1943> was Educational Director of Branch N 
of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Tarty, accord- 
ing to ' information * received fron^^veryre liable but extremely delicate 
source. According to inf she is not associated with the Office 
Employees Industrial Union at time. 

Bernard lusher (luscher) 

He is identified in Section I of this memorandum as a Comrainist. 
Barbara Alexanaer (Barbara Vyers) 

Barbara Alexander has also been identified in Section I as a 

Cornraunict. 



Lin Selvin 



According tc a very reliable but extre.:iely delicate source, in 1943 
Selvin was a member of the Northw^^^Section of the Los Angeles County Comounist 
Party. In addition, informant^^^H^has related that Selvin recently married 
Norval D. Crutcher, who has be^Woentif ied in Section 3 as a former member of 
the Corminist Party. 
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Herts Uerkvit: 



She has also been identified as a member of t h e Communist Pa rty 
through former paid Confidential Informant 
was a former member of the Com.:unist Party. 

Inf or related he believed that those individuals who 

had Comnumist connect^n^and v.ho were affiliated with the Screen Office 
Employees Guild had for the most part dropped out of the Office Employees 
Industrial Union and that there was no indication at the present time that 
this latter union, the Office Employees Industrial Union, was under the 
control of the Conrainlst elements. 



Screen Directors Guild, Inc, 

The Hollywood Studio blu-Dook directory, spring edition, 1947, 
lists IS officers of t;ie Screen directors Ouild, none of wh cm have been 
identified as Comnunists and therefore the names of the officers and 
directors are not being set out. Through a very highly confidential and 
most delicate source, it mas ascertained that 9 directors presently con- 
nected with the motion picture industry are or have been t-vtibers of the 
Coununist Party. They arc set forth as follows; 

Jack Perry, Universal Studies 

Louis -randt, assistant director in charge of production at 
Audio Pictures, Inc. 

Herbert biberman, Freelance, unemployed at present 

Jules Jassin, Offices of "ark Hellinger 

Edward D.'.ytryk, IU.C itudios 

Cyril duficld. Comet Pictures 

• Lnster Fuller, Paramount Jtuuios in 1945 (unemployed at present) 

Eenjardn Kadish, Early in 1947 Director for r'asscur studios, at 
present making independent picture 

Frank hrif.it Tuttle, at present unemployed. 

In addition to trip above, Confidential Infer..:* r.t who 

is a j:ie..iber of the hoard of Directors of the Screen hr i trrs^SBB^flffffca that 
the fell owing directors are not members of the Screen Di rectors Cuil;. however, 
they have been identified through highly confidential but ..:ost delicate sources 
.as members of t i r Com;.u.;ist Party or the Co.arunist Political Association. 

Herman hot stein, In 1945 employed by Columbia Studios 

Pen Shan, an Assistant Director 

b'illiam Edward V.'atts, Freelance Assistant Director 
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Musicians Mutual Protective Association 

(Local 47, American Federation of ‘’usiciar.s, Affiliated 
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Loa Anreles, who is the 
'erican Federation of Musicians, stated 
uly 23, 1947, that this union, ihisiciana Jiitual Protective Association, 
included all professional white iraisicians in the I os Anceles area. 

The April, 1947, edition of the JAisicians Directory, an official 
publication of this union, listed approximately 13,000 members in ‘/co-i standing, 
The July, 1947, "Overture” which is the official journal of this union, listed 
the *47 officers, A he only individual listed a.nonr tie current officers who 
has beer identified as a Co/.urist is ter. '•*, *7i»\ ,t, a c.a.-.bc r of IV Iri'il 
Beard ?.r.d Dclcrste tc the Pasadena Central labor Ccuncil. ’.irht v: o s identified 
ac a icrfuer ol' t.ir Ccmmumsl Party in A; rii, 1947, possessin" Co’munisu Party 
Bocic r 3&2C0 by a highly confidential and .nest delicate source. 



Information concerninf this froup is set out in the report of the 
Joint Fact-r'inciinp Committee of the California lorislaturc cn Un-American 
Activities for l fj 47, which reflects t’vit from 1937 to 1939, tV Presi iont cf 
this rroup v.ao California Jtate lenater, Juck 1. lenne; , ’..’hose can Lluccy 
had or! finally Von supported by a preup of approximately C 5 Cc .c ur.ict 
Party movers. icccrdin^ tc tV report, iurin r Ten nay* a t^rm of office, he 
conducted an ii-vcsti; alien of 'Joiy.nini sm within the local which resulte.: in a 
nu;iber cf expulsicrs. Ir. 1939, Tenney was defeated for reelection an a accord- 
ing t<r the report,* since that time the activities of the dom.unists within the 
union have resulted in its withdrawal from affiliation with the J.cs Anyales 
Central I rjjojylcuncil ori'L_frc.;’. th* State Federation cf__Lab or. According to 

Wallace, succeed tc the fact that he had received 
the Uo.Miunist support in the union. He related Uv»t durinr tun period from 
1939 until 1947, dnllace cooperated with tue dc:a*unist members of the union 
to such an extent Uiat the Cojrnunists actually exercised control over the 
policier of th^ Iccal. He related that the local* s constitution provides that 
150 members constitutes a quorum end that it v.as extremely difficult to 
secure an attendance as larre as this at a union moetinr. Consequently, 
there have only been four quorum ;.veetinf;s of the union durinr the past five 
years with the result that the general membership estimated at nearly 15,0C0 
had no voice ir. the affairs of the local. According to this source, the 
_ Coraromists .made numerous demands upon V.allace duri np the last Mationai Coi>- 
vention of the rroup with which V.allace found it impossible to comply. As a 
result, . allace v.as severely criticized by this faction but indicated to this 
source that from now on he v.as through with the Corrj.unists. Each of the 
following individuals arc members in food standing of local 47 of the American 
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Federation of Tusicians, They have been identified through a highly con- 
fidential but very delicate source as members of the Conwunist Political 



Association as of January 16, 1945, or 

Doris Albert 
Gischa Altman 
Kalman Bloch 
Gorris Urowda 

Hrtn ^Viw4 »• f 1 A #«W 

Paul Dessau 
Joe Eger 
P.cy Frankscn 
Chas. Gould 
Sidney Greene 
Ta nara Hovey 
George Kast 
Herbert lessner 
Lily Mahler 
Joseph Pass 
Faul Powell 
Henry hoth 
Leonard Selic 
Alexander Gal den 
Rose '.j'atkins 
Gilbert Crau 



Com.'Tunist Party as of -^ay 17, 1947 1 

Saituel Albert 
Philip 3ass 
ttussell Drodine 
Miriam G. Chassan 

D _ T J _ 

jcatritc gasoil! 

Lina Di Fiore 

Mil ton Feher 

Endice Shapiro Gottlieb 

Lax Gralnick 

Serre Hovey 

lU.r.ez IJriss 

Eugene 3. Lehman 

Edgar Lustgarlen 

Herbert Cffner 

George Pepper 

Esther both 

George Sandell 

Cyril Tcv:bin 

Fred barren 

Mor.tan Gr&nz 
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Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 



This organization was formed originally as the "Emergency Comlttee 
the Hollywood Guilds ana Unions" to combat the so-called "Fascist Got ion 
Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals" nnd held its first 
meeting on T.'edresday, Juno 2S, 1944, in Hollywood, California. The purpose 
of this original meeting v.as, according to an official announcement which 
appeared in the Hollywood Reporter, to pet together representatives of 17 
guilds and unions in the Action Picture Industry to set up a constructive 
program during the war and after which would protect the industry and its 

wr fl’ n f urt- 



of 



. 3y way of identification, it should be pointed out that the Lotion 

Picture Allianc* for the Preservation of A frican Iueals, according to its 
statement of principles has been set up believing in the American way of life 
in an effort to co»?Jbat Communism, Fascism and kindred beliefs that sou .".it 

nn to undermine cur American Government. Coni’ 1 cent iol Informant 
previously identified, n as related that sever? 1 meetings tool; 
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place in order to formulate plans fcr an organization set up to combat the 
Lotion Picture Alliance, tne of thc 3 e meetings took place on February 7, 
1944, two days aftgr th« publicity anncuncinr the for ration of the Motion 



F4vUr» 






it was ascertained 

o.;t;fljnisL functionary in Los Angeles and publicly identified, 
according to th" Voters* Registration in Lcs Angeles, as a .neJber of the 
Cocuminist Party, met with Carl »inter, the Executive oecretary of the 
Los Angeles County Comnurist Party, to consider ways and means to attack the 
Uotion Picture Alliance. 



A surveillance on March 2, 1944, by Agents of the Los Angeles 
Office reflected that the following Communists gathered at Sard 5 * s Restaurant 
to formulate a nrogra . directed against tfv: ‘otion Picture Alliances 
Elizabeth leach, Milliam fonerance and George Pepper. Likewise a conference 
was had between John Howard lav.\»on, leading Corrnunist functionary in the 
L'otion Picture Industry, and Robert Rosser., former President of the Jcreen 
Writers Guild, and Hollywood Writers Mobilization, iderttifi ed in See'- ion I 
of this menoraniun as a Com;nunist. with a s 



*urou i l.i ij .l oCTTrce cn -area jjx, J-w*, -s o vans ascer -ainea 

u «illiaru Pcnc ranee thi-t the icrcen -•’rivers Guild should start 
the bill rollin' in for iiiy an attack cn thr Motion r'ict ,rc alliance, lavs son sur- 
ges ted that th*-* attack bn r.aie a ainsl persons who v.ere leading the Motion Picture 
Alliance and tint th^ attack be worded in such a way to indicate that the 
persons responsible for the "otion Picture Alliance were against the war effort. 
Through this* technical source, it was also ascertained that a meeting was held 
durinr larch, 1944, at the home of albert Maltz, screen writer whose Communi st 
affiliations are set out in Section I, to further formulate plans tc fight 
the Motion Picture Alliance* At this ..meting. Agents surveilling the residence 
of Ma3 tz identified such active Co.^runist functionaries as Lester Cole and 
Elizabeth Leach. 



it was ascertained that a conference was had between Lawson arn Katz 
on Pay 2, 1944, relative to tilt! "dirt the Coraiaunist Party was then attempting 
to uncover concerning the Motion Picture Alliance leaders'* * by way of identi- 
fication concerning the Katz with whom Iawson held this conference, it should be 
pointed out thot this individual is Charles Katz, a Los *»ngoles attorney whom 
John leech, when testifying before a Los Angeles County Grand Jury, identified 
33 a Comrxinist farty rnenber. John leech himself is a former Caaainist Party 
Crranizer in Los Angeles* 














Cn Kay 9, 1944, an article appeared in the Meat Coast Coaoinist . ^ 
newspaper, the People’s VJorld, listing 3 S film unions and guilds which sent 
delegates to a meeting on i-ay 2, 1?44* This meeting w as called according 
to former Confidential Informant the Los Angeles 
Office, to formulate plans for tii^^^ffiBatioiw^Se set up which would fight 
the Kotion Picture Alliance* 

through 

> was ascertained that Dalton Trumbo, Coicnunist screen writer, conferred 
>n concerning the Motion Picture Alliance* Cn this occasion, Trumbo 
i indicated he had prepared a report wnich set out the long-range program being 
planned by the Communist Party in its attack against the Motion Picture Alliance. 
Trumbo stated that Lite opponents of the Motion Picture Alliance should bo prepared * 
to offer a constructive program in contrast to the - otien Picture Alliance's 
destructive one. Trumbo stated that it v:as necessary to held a mass meeting ana 
suggested the use of the Publicists Guild in obtaining the widest possible press 
space concerning the meeting* It was Trumbo 1 3 opinion that the primary aims of this 
meeting should be a complete exposure of the Motion Picture Alliance. Trumbo 
believed that it should be brought out at this meeting the inability of the 
Motion Picture Alliance to name one single picture containing their objective 
(Connunist propaganda). Trumbo believed that this v.as a very vital point 
inasmuch as he hid not feel that this organization could attack a specific 
motion picture v.ithout attacking specific picture producing organizations and 
at that moment the ''cticn Picture Alliance would be riving th n opposition new 
allies* Trumbo indicated the guilds and unions shoul: consider their 
-economic interest?, in the postwar world as being one tliat directly coincides 
with Cue economic interests of the producers and of the industry as a whole* 

Trumbo also indicated that the economic interest of all was directly dependent 
u$on the kind of pictures made* 

He mentioned that the Motion Picture Alliance was against shaping 
the contents of a movie for any other purpose than that of making money. 

He also felt that they proposed to change the world cf notion pictures, 
thereby doing exactly what the Motion Picture Alliance was fighting. Con- 
cerning Trumbo, it snculd be pointed out that he is a Communist screen 
writer and that his Comrunist^tonnections are set out in Section I of this 
„ memorandun^_Irw^ojy^^^a|^^^^Tjeetirig held on May 16, 1944, Confidential 
Inf ormant the Los Angeles Office 

former Comcainist Party Tnemoer^statea that the idea was stressed tc emphasize 
to the Public the role the motion pictures played against fascism as well as the 
- role pictures will play in the postwar world. He slated that this proposed 
organization was Com-runist inspired and was created to fight '’r^ baiting,”. 

He stated that If this proposed organization was successful it would help further 
Communist Propaganda in the motion picture industry* 
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He related that nost of the Individuals attending this meeting * , 
ounist Party members or active Coronunist Party supporters, 
elated that on June 6, 1944, at the Screen Cartoonists Hall, 
a meeting which was called "an emerrenc^Tieetinr of the 
Hollywood Guilds and Unions". According to approximately IS 

persons were present, including Robert Rose^^^^rtWR^a3 Chair-nan; 

William Pome ranee; Herbert K. Sorrell and Lester Cole, all of whom have been 
identified in Section I of this memorandum as being or having been members 
of the Communist Party or Coraamist Political Association. 



The Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions as previousl y pointej 
©u^^jjas actually formed on June 28, 1944. According to Inforfjan^Mras™ 



■■■■■rne of the purposes for which the Council was built was 
^^r^any individual group who attempts to front organ- 
izations in motion pictures". According tc \:\c Hot ion 

Picture Alliance was to be attacked from ali^^P^^sunaWonnected with 
everythinr subversive. It was tc be accused of Fascism, anti-Oe.nocracv , 
anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, anti-Negro, anti-labor, anti-british, anti- 
Soviet, etc., so that the motion Picture Alliance would have nothing left to 
throw back it the Communists without being a "copy cat." 



Informant 

related t-iet 17 f-uil 




oticn Ficutre alliance, 
a^nt of the formation cf 



the £ urgency Committee of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. 
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delichte source, it was ascertained tnat there were 7 unions affiliated 
with the Conf ercnce of Studio Unions which belonged to the Council and that 
there were 2 International Alliance oi* theatrical Stage iimployees locals, 
c independent unions am one AF I union which comprised the .TuCiabership of the 
Council at that time. these were as follows: 



Screen S tori' Analyst Guild 
Screen Cartoonist Guild 
Screen Costumers Guild 
Film technicians 
Film Electricians, Local LQ 
Vachinists Guild 

Lusicians l ocal 7(7 (This is not the Musicians union to r.nich 

musicians in the stuuios belon 1 ' } 

Painters t’nicn 
Screen Publicists Union 
Screen Supervisors Union 
Screen bet Jrccratcrs 
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This source related that the Council had lost, mainly because • * 
of the difficulties over the current filir strike, th* Screen Actors Guild, 
th^Screen Cffice Kinployees Guild and I'usicians local tiki • Infcnnant 
HfiHB'elated the Council had supported 
TTTlTfrl he labor movement." This 

BIA stated on July 2k, 1947 > that a raaTcS^Tement packed the first 
l^i^cf the Council and took it ewer. He expressed the opinion the Council 
was strictly Connunist dominated, and, although the Council v;a3 relatively 
dormant at t.he present time, it must still be regarded as a force in the 
radical labor winy and will probably spring out soon in support of the third 
party virvervent. ’./ith regard to thr* present officers, the latest report 
available concernin'* the officers of the Hollywood Guilds anJ t'niens v;as 
found in the Gollvvroou ho per tor for ‘‘arch A, Iptf. This publication 
reflected the .‘‘cllov-in* officers of tho Ccarcil were elected: 



Chair: -an: 

Vice Chair*ii?n: 
Secretary-! re a surer: 
3card of directors: 



Mary C. IcCall, * 
Paul Harvey 
Teh blisworth 
John n. Gartin 
Hill Bloviitz 
1 'in Sol v in 

Howard Tstabrook 
Si r i'esselrcih 



(Screen V.ritorc Guild) 
(Screen Actors Guild) 
(liotion Picture Costumers) 
(Film technicians) 

(Screen Publicists Guild; 
(Screen Cffice* Fmolc-vees 
Guild) 

(Screen hritsrs Guild' 
(bevin Picture Painters, 
kc'Z y Ixcul cuk) 



Cf- the above listed individuals, bin jelvin and bill 31 ov.itz are 
known Co;.vrjunists and th^ir com: junistic connections are set out in Section I 
of* this memorandum. 



It snould alsc be pointed cut that O.ryarct Sennet t ..ills accepted 

H ticn of Executive S^cr^^^cf t.he Council acccrdir ■ to- Infor.mnt 

in February, that she indicate*: sn« was formerly 

:t of the Screen Cffl^^^^^Toyces Guild and a delegate to the Central 
Labor Council, *ills» Corurunist connections are set out under Section I of 
this ioerccranduau — 
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CanrUNIbT INFILTRATION OF LABOR GROUPS 
(October 2, 1947 to February 5# 1948) 



Conference of Studio Unions 




International 

Alliance^^^WSltical otage , rurnisf!£c^oi3e of the minutes 

of the Conference of Studio Unions for the years 1942 through 1944* which 
tend to prove that the Conference of Studio Unions was "completely dominated 
by persons within the Conraunisl^rbH", Certain portions of these minutes 
to support tlie above remark offljHHRire set out hereinafter* 

On Hovember 25, 1942, the minutes of the Conference of Studio 
Unions stated as follows: 



"V’e can formulate a program which includes labor raanageraent 
committees, influencing picture content, solution of production 
problems so that the smallest amount of material and mnpower 
can be used in helping the war effort, V.e must work for and 
accompli sh a maximum all-out work program 

Cn January 13, 1943, the minutes of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
.under a section entitled Communications, stated: "Letter from Dave Golden, 

UOF.. 7 A, Mo. 109 in Kcvr York presenting resolution concerning Paramount* s *For 
’*110111 The Bells Toll* and KCZ!*5 ‘Tennessee Johnson*." This resolution was 
HJade by Bernie Lusher and seconded by Morval Crutcher. (Both of these indi- 
viduals have been identified as Communists through highly confidential and 
delicate sources.) The letter is set out as folloiTs: 

'Jetro-Goldwyn-Mnyer has produced a film titled 'Tennessee Johnson* 
dealing with the life of Andrew Johnson, who succeeded to the 
presidency of the United States on the assasination of Lincoln; 
and “■* 

The film deal 3 with a conflict between President Johnson and 
Thaddeus Stevens, leader of the Republicans in the House, wherein 
Johnson is depicted in a most sympathetic light as a misunderstood 
man who fought to carry out Lincoln*s democratic lieconst ruction 
policies and Stevens is portrayed a3 a politician who pursued 
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highly questionable objectives not in accord with Lincoln 1 s 
policies; and 



'HJHERnAS: It is historical fact that Johnson , only Resident against v*hoa 

impeachment proceedings were held, contributed mistily during his 
tenure of office to the destruction of Lincoln’s Reconstruction 
policies which would have guaranteed the development of economic 
and political democracy in the South, while SteVens was a statesman 
who fought for the fulfillment of the principles for which the 
Civil V.ar was fought, who gave strong support to President Lincoln’s 
policies, whose life-long struggle for the extension of democracy 



throughout A i«e ixc a won for 



white: and 
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’TrHT. PF .AS : The film 1 Tennessee Johnson* has already been remade several times 

due to the protests at the historical distortion portrayed therein; 

"THEP-LFORl BS IT R1SCLVED: That the Conference of Studio Unions (representing 

6000 employees in the notion picture industry) express its belief 
that the release of this film, even in its present form, would be 
destructive of national unity and that . :e t r o-Gol dvr/n-Uay e r be urged 
to scrap tie film and make more patriotic uce of both raw film 
stock and finished film product . ,f 



“RLSGLUTIOi: 11 



,r ./HticiAS: Paramount Pictures is producing a film 

version of Ernest Hemingvfay's ’For V/hom 
The Eell Tolls’, a novel which dealt 
with the struggle of the Spanish people 
against the Fascist invasion of their 
Republic in 1936-33; and 



,r .iHiS12AS: 



The newspapers and film trade press 
port that the producers of this film 
are, with the approval of the State 
Department, showing it to representatives 
of the present Fascist government of Spain 
for censorship and approval in order that 
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"VfHLREAS: It is a fact that the present govern- 

ment of Spain achieved power with the 
military aid of German and Italian 
Fascism and maintains very close re- 
lations with those enemies of the 
United Statesj 



"THLRKFCftE B2 IT RI5S0LVED: That the Conference 6f 

Studio Unions (representing six 
thousand employees in the motion 
picture industry) protests this 
censorship of an American film by a 
Fascist government, that we express 
our belief that the American Film 
Industry is responsible only to the 
American people and peoples of the 
United nations, who are waging a Y/ar 
of survival against Fascism, and that 
this action on the part of the State 
Department and Paramount Pictures is 
not in the interests of our Nations 
and our Allies 1 war effort." 



On March 10, 1943* the minutes revealed that a motion made by one 
_____ Gilbert ana seconded by Bemie Lusher indicated “that the Conference 
of Studio Unions (CSU) go on record opposing the making of the film based 
on the life of Rick en backer and refer the matter to the executive board for 
action# Kotibn carried." 



: On June 9, 1943* under a section entitled "Cld Business", the minutes 

r read: "The question of the Rickenbacker picture was raised again, pointing 

j out that Twentieth Century Fox is going light ahead tdth this production." 

4 A motion was made by hllliam Pome ranee (a member of the Communist Party who 

i has been identified as such through a highly confidential and delicate source) 

V and seconded by one “Head, which read as follows: 




"That we vrrite letters to Green, Uirray and the f..R. 
Brotherhoods suggesting that letters of protest to the 
making of the picture be sent from all internationals 
and that we send letters suggesting like action to 
all local district counsel bodies of the three 
organizations# 



"Motion carried# 



I 1 }* 
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On October 13, 1943, the minutes read as follows: "A report was * 

made of the motion taken by the Central Labor Council at its last meeting 
authorizing sending of a letter to Gary Cooper asking that he does not 
accept the role in the Rickenbacker picture vdth a copy to go to the Screen 
Actors 1 Guild.** This motion was made by 'dlliara Pomerance, previously iden- 
tified as a Communist. The letter, on the stationery of the Conference of 
Studio Unions, read a3 follows: 



"October 18, 1943 

i 

"Hr. Gary Cooper 
11940 Chapa ral St. 

Los Angeles 24, Calif. 

"Dear i'r. Cooper: 

"As you no doubt already know, organized labor throughout the country has 
been deeply incensed ty the anti -labor activities of Captain Eddie Itic ken- 
backer. The Conference of Studio Uniois, representing six thousand union 
workers in the motion picture industry, is perturbed at the recurrent 
rumor that you will portray Captain Rickenbacker in the 20th Century-Foot 
film slated for early production. 

m .3e do not wish to detract in any way from the courage Captain Pickenbacker 
- displayed in his dramatic rescue at sea. T/e do feel however, that he has 
forfeited his claim to heroism by exploiting his adventures to the detri- 
ment of the war effort through ids anti-labor expressions. 

’ • - 

"Cn the other hand you have alv/ays been identified on the screen as a true 
American embodying the love of all people — labor and oth er.vise — which 
is the essence of our democracy. 

"Tfe feel that if you play Captain Rickenbacker in the proposed film, the 
loss vdll be two-fold: you will do a disservice to the public in making 

them believe Pdckenbaclcer is“a real hero — obviously the film will not 

* show him in Ids anti-labor role; and you will do yourself a great die— 

* service because to the men and women of labor who know Rickenbacker for what 
he is, you vdll lose your identification vdth greatness. 

* ‘CTe therefore ask you to state definitely that you vdll not portray Lddie 
Rickenbacker in the 20th Century-Fax picture." 
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"Sincerely yours. 



Herbert K. Sorrell 
President • 



»HKS;bc 
sc eg/1391 

cc: James Cagney, Pres. Screen Actors Guild.* 1 



According to InfornnntJ^^^^^^^V in his opinion the above samples 
constitute a perfect example of no!^n5oor union can control the content of 
a siot ion picture by declaring it "unfavorable to labor”. Ke continued by 
pointing out that v/hen Captain Eddie Hickenbacker returned from the Soviet 
Union and praised the Russian soldiers, all the protests concerning the film 
based on the story of his life were dropped by the Conference of Studio 
Unions • 



It should be noted that in the review of the testimony given before 
the October Hearings of the House Committee on Un- American Activities, ref- 
erence was made to these same films, namely, "Tennessee Johnson" and the life 
of Hickenbacker. This reference is set out in Section VI of this memorandum. 

The "Los Angeles Herald and Express" dated October 28, 1947# 
carried an article which reflected that members of the AFL Screen Set Decora- 
tors on October 28th asked the Hollywood Studios to return them to their jobs 
which they had abandoned over a year ago to support the strike of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions. The Union voted that it would no longer penalize 
its members for crossing studio picket lines, which action was similar to 
that taken just previously by the Painters* Union, Local ,.'644, on the recom- 
mendation of Herbert K. Sorrell. The Business Manager of the Carpenters* 

Union, Local ?)'946, James K. Skelton, ’whose union originally called the strike, 
stated that the Local would continue to picket lines but ?foulri not make an 
' effort to stop the former strikers from going into the studio. The Decorators 1 
• Local /;i421 declared: "In recognition of the severe hardship and the treaen- 

: dous sacrifices endured by the loyal members since September, 1946, this 

Union now declares that those members who feel compelled to do so nay return 
- to studio employment Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, de- 
clared that tliis action was not a "crackup" of the strike and asserted: 
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"This is not a settlement* It is not a capitulation to the IAT5E or to the' 
producers. There is no thought of Painters* Local i ; 644 quitting the present 
fight for jobs with the studios.” 



Concerning the testimony given at the Hearings of the House Con- 
nit tee on Un-American Activities that AdX Motion Picture Painters* Union Local 
,/644 tos dominated by Comunists, the Union itself published an open letter 
refuting these remarks in the "Hollywood Citizens* Hews”. 'This publication, 
on November 12, 1947, carried a copy of a letter rihich the Union had mailed 
to the Speaker of the House, Representative Joseph iTirtin, in which a strong 
denial was m?de of these allegations. The letter pointed out that the Union 
officials had filed a non-Cournnnist affidavit required by the Taft-Hartley 



Law and v«as ai-vieu by the officers which \* ere headed by 



Robert Rusk. The 



officers also included Herbert K. Sorrell. 



Sorrell h;;s been identified as a 



farmer nanber of the Connuuist Party by tic California State Committee on 
Un-American Activities headed by Senator Jack 3. Tenney. 




Screen Writers 1 Guild 

The Jci’sen '‘.Viters 1 Guild, as early as September, 1947* announced 
publicly that it intended to fight the probe which was being conducted by 
the House Committee on Un- American Activities. 

Articles which appeared in the Trade Press "The Hollywood Reporter’ 1 
and the “Daily Variety" of Sept amber 10 and 11, 1947* mentioned that the 
Screen Writers * Guild had been split over two main subjects, (1) a proposed 
royalty of one percent of the take on all films, v/hich was to go to the Screen 
TYiters 1 Guild j (2) a move by Ihsnstt Lavery, at that time President of the 
Screen Writers ' Guild, to have all executive board numbers sign the non-Coa- 
minist affiliation certificates. The "Hollywood Citizens* Hews” on November 
12, 1947* carried an article which reflected tint James II. Cain, a member of 
the Guild and the purported author of the proposed "American Authors* Authority”, 
told fellow members of the Guild that it was loaded with Comunists. Cain re- 
portedly sent a letter to all Guild members in connection with election which 

* was to held in the near future within the Guild in v/hich he asserted that the 

• chargee made by writer Rupert Hughes, Congressman J. Parnell Thomas and State 
Senator Jack 3. Tenney that the Guild teams with Reds is true "whether we 
like it or not®. Cain also likened the Guild ma^zine "Pravdushka" to the 
lesser "Pravda”, Moscow newspaper that is the mouthpiece for Stalin. 
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On December 15, 1947, a meeting iu called by the Soreen Writers’ 1 * 
Guild where the member* of the organ! tat ion were to discuss co-operating with 
the Producers* Committee concerning the stand on employment of Communists 
within the industry. On the day previous to this meeting, December 14th, 
Billie Davenport, the mother-in-law of Screen Writer Waldo Salt, indicated 
that Waldo Salt had just informed her that his option had been taken up 
by RKQ and that he was to be out of a job after finishing the script for 
the coming picture, "Ivanhoe". She stated that Dor* S chary. Executive Pro- 
ducer at RKO, talked to Waldo for more than an hcur and a half and had 
explained to him that RKC's action was not for political reasons but be- 
cause it had been necessary to out down. According to Davenport, Waldo was 
not taken in by this tal k and was certain in his own mind that Pore had been 
told to ?et 




’ougir tras 

same source, it, was 6.5 rartalned ^hat^on December 14th, bait "reminded a few 
people in the Guild of the meeting scheduled for December 15th. On this 
occasion, he pointed out that in a conference with Schary,. the latter stated 
he wanted to secure everyone's opinion and was urging the screen writers not 
to criticise the producer* and to assure the people that this ratter of 
firing and black-listing would happen only to the five so far involved. Schary 
explained his change in attitude by remarking: "Back in 1938, we had the 
worst muddiog of our waters, 'Peace in Our Time', and I think the producers 
just say 'Peace in Our Time'.” Salt indicated that he could not help but 
agree that Schary's stand was his only way out. 
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Op December 15, 1947, approximately five hundred members of the 
Screen Writers* Guild met with representatives of the Producers* Committee to 
discuss the latter's actions concerning the matter of handli ng Cornmunis^^^^^® 
the motion picture industry. Screen writers IH|HH||^H^pand 
in referring to the meeting, were emphatic 

usual, were able to control tho conducting of the meeting. These sources 
stated that Dalton Trumbo, screen writer, brought the crowd to attention when 
he attacked Schary, Hanger and Edward J. Hannix as being liars, hypocrites 
and thieves. Trumbo'* first fiery outburst followed an appearance before the 
Guild of three producers who came to request the writer* to "lay off the pre- 
sent situation, and instead of criticism of producers, who fire Communists, to 
work with the producers in an all-industry public relations campaign”. Accord- 
ing to these sources, Schary spoke to the writers while Han nix. and ffangor 
sat on the speakers' platform. After Schary finished his speech and the 
producers left the meeting, Trumbo was successful in grabbing the microphone 
and shouted: "These three men have come here to force their weasel-winded 
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policies dorm the throat of this Guild. I want to denounce them for what 



they’ are. liars s hypocrites snd thieves. 1 * 
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the audience quieted down, Trumbo continued by stating: "First, 1 * said 

Tr umb o , "take this hypocrite, Dore Schary, who has betrayed eve iy principle 
this ©iild was founded on. Read liis testimony in Washington. I came back 
on the same train with him. Xhree times he sent for me, finally I s a* him 
and for an hour I told him to his face nhat a hypocrite he was. Then this 
Liannix. During the last year and a half time and again he has told job he 
didn't care if Conmmists were working at lletro. During the last strike he 
told me to be quiet because he felt just as strongly as I did against the 
red-baiting tactics of Roy Drev/er. And V. anger! that idiot hasn't made one 
public utterance in the past live years that he hasn't begged me to write for 
him. Everything he's ever said 1 had to write for him. Even more than that; 
during the United Rations meeting in b’an Francisco he telephoned me long ois- 
tance, got me .an A-l priority to fly to Frisco and had me ghost the speech 
for Edward Stettinius. I T/orked five nights on that speech with '..anger and 
Stettinius. How they come here and ask you, my fellow guild members, to turn 
your back on me when I am fighting for a principle that concerns every man in 
this room. I haven't changed one tit during the past year and a half. I am 
now v.tiat I v/as then. Are vie going to be swayed by this 1 yin;; hypocrisy?" • 



The .informants pointed out that Trumbo' s remarks actually' ./ero 
made before the producers were cole to leave the room, and that they followed 
f chary* s arguments to the group. According to these sources, Echary ciqiresscd 
the rash,; that; . '-'In tlic spot I am in tonight I would much rather be down 
ttere with you th on up here. You knew herr X felt in hasiiington, but I work 
.for EXC; they. determined the policy. I voted against that policy but new I 
believe in it. Cur job is public relations. The producers told me that as 
soon as the snotligiit is removed tilings will get back to the way they used 
to ho . !q have got to make the people of America regain confidence m our 
industry. T ..'e need your help, he ask you to please be patient about the 
first two points of our program. He do not ask that you endorse or condone; 
only be patient. V.e ao ash that you assist us in our public relations job." 

The focal point of the meeting v/as a statement of policy adopted by 
the newly elected all-Guild board, which submitted it to the membership for 
its approval, borne of the important points in this declaration of policy were: 



(a) Recognition that there was a Communist jnsiace in America; 

(b) The expressed belief that both the Thomas Committee and the Communist 
Party were equally subversive; 







(c) Disapproval of three monbers of the Screen ’iritera* Guild who testified 
as friendly witnesses in V.'ashington, because they made public utterances 
to the effect that the Guild was Coranunist— dominated; 

(d) Disapproval of the actions of the ten witnesses i#io refused to answer 
the questions; 

(e) Criticism of the four members of the Screen writers* Guild among the 
"unfriendly witnesses" for refusing to say whether or not they were 
members of the Screen ’Triters* Guild. "3y doing thi sj the statement 
continued, "They placed tlie Guild and the Comunist Party in the eyes 
of the public as two similar organization" • 

Two resolutions were affixed to the statement of policy* They were 
as follows: 

1# The Guild trill appear as amicus curiae in the civil suits to be insti- 
tuted against the studios by the vrriters who have been fired for Communist 
activity, and the Guild vail supply "the best available counsel" to tliis 
end. 



2 m The Guild vail combat any effort on the p3rt of the producers to Torn a 
blacklist of writers for their Communist activity, end vail begin its 
fir! it in the fora of a court injunction to restrain the producers from 
firing any more ’.writers. 



The informants who reported on this meeting stated that following the 
introduction of the statement of policy there was a free-for-all battle for 
its defeat led by writers Trunbo, Albert ilaltz, Lester Cole and Ring Lardner, 
'Jr., all of whom have been cited for contempt of Congress. The statement of 
policy was finally passed at 1:00 a.m. by a slender margin of two votes, Hany 
supporters of the statement of policy, however, began to speak in favor of a 
move to reconsider, which brought another vote, and by a two-thirds margin to 
reconsider, the measure was passed and the statement of policy was tabled by 
an overwhelming vote, These sources stated that many of the ant i-C oramuni st 
menbers of the Guild had left the meeting when the vote vras announced on the 
statement of folicy. VJhen tTiese departing members had left, it was the s a me 
„ old story; the Communists outlasted their opponents and won the battle at 
. 2:00 a.n. 



An interesting sidelight was pointed out by screen writer 
Sj^Si^Joncerninr the derogatory remarks made by Trumbo ..ith regard ^^senary, 
rJccorSng to this source, screen writer Don Hartman took the floor to defend 
3 chary. Hartman pointed out that Schaiy had spoken out in Washington for 
political tolerance as he did in New York, and that Schary had tried to get 








3£G to vote dmn thia action on the part of the producers* Hertvo vent on* 
to sry that Soh*r 7 *owld ™*ve to yioi»t* a oonfldeoee. but th*t h« 
undar the Cincumst-aooe* 5®»*ry c^Md bw'vrxcuMd fbrdolon *q, Bo Sold that 
Cchary has to t-W tMs^si&ioaldj^uit and *lf ha fruits, i'ltn?' 

the hp^e of the rt s or side. 4|HBstqted that ho ^otTlh* distinct ^Se-i* 
pression that Ccbaiy ui go in^aTJ^^r. it h tha orodocer* ao that t*« past otf- 
Eacecutivw Producer at lS80 would not fO to so ant 1-5 ciuwuilwtnepd thet, of 
course, Schary is naturally interested in tha pay cheek of *8, 000 a weak. 



Curing tha debata previously referred to, Trunbo spoke In a dis- 
paraging .warmer about the three writers who had acted as "friendly witnesses* 
before the Ilon^e Committee on Vn -American Activities. Grumbo said tb-rt ha 
would a"on;Tcusly write these three writers into the ooorhouse. lie said that 
he would uitrely adopt r pen n*me and continue writin-, and tb*t tfhless it. w«s 
necessary to hive him in for story conferences his identity mi-ht not be re- 
vealed. 



Confidential I nforn'^t a screen writer, st.?t«o tb*t 

the ?nti-Copmunist troupe within ritera * Guild are attempting to 

establish a Dro:<y voting yysten rherebw t K ry can C""! ;r«l voting, r s they . 
believe they out.nmbcr the- Coimunist grcuo. It should be noted that in the 
t ! iey been inactive? consequently, **.*“ been sontr'-ll to by 

the Cormini st *"cuo. Acoomi ng to I»frr n ’ e is '\T t ;, r ooinion 

th a t t>iH effort* t »*<en by the inoustry to < cert" in of t.he 

.unfriendly witnesses is strictly window dressing, and t x »t they hope t ie oub- 
lie Trill feel in*it" "iioil/'wcod * 3 house" hrs been thoroughly cleaned* !Ie Said 
th't .mbr.nham lolarsky, semen writer, v.’ho h*^s previously been identified as 
if Commu-i ? t t Touch a hi hly cor.fi dent i*-l ?n r ' oelicate souroe, '.ias being 
-momod to take over John IIo? nrd Lrr son’s position a* top Co imeuni sir functionary 
in the Guild the Hollywood cultural groups, he was a Coranunist conspirator 
in labor circles before he beenst* n writer and, according to this source, 
rri ■’ht t" ■•••esc^'*’ ed -s a * , t'uigh oV rector* , one hhoro*i'~ v ly schooled in street 
f i f’htin^ "nd violent revolutionary tactics* 



The lo*» ..n^eles ZaHy Ue*s on January 14* 1943, reflated that the* ^ 
ic^eon “*rJ ters Guild **eld c Meeting in the iloll7TT*)od - onevnlt hotel on 
* January 13, .It this neetin^ the "progressive cmicus" was defeated in . 

t .si r nttemrt tr fi*ht the black listin'*' of writers cited fer c^nteent by tiw 
:; C use Gcmrdttee on Vn-.V^ rienn Activities. At this (feting, t*fi new President, 
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Sheridan Gib ney, of the Screen * ritera Guild eomeunoed that attorney Thurmao- 
Arnold ***** r^idr-edhty the 'Guild fce_ defend %b* t hr e e writer* whc bed 
brought civil. action « gainst the uf jor producers follarlaar their discharge* 
Hkese writers are due Ltnrdner, Jf., discharged, by 20th Genfcsiy Tax, end Dalton 
Trurabo as well as f ester Cole let out by !I!K. Recording to GUwiey, ’ r. 
had accepted the retainer orovided hi a lev partners give their approval* 



Screen Actors Guild 



The Dcreen Actors* Guild held its annual election on Gepteaber 16, 
1947* *‘t this pectin" a ’-evolution te the effect that no Ccoounists or persona 

’"ith Gontrunint ffilirtion* could b*. an officer of the Guild was adopted. Thia 
action t«.s publicizee in the action Rictus trade magazine *7- riety 11 on. 
December 17, 1947* It should be noted, however, , that Larry P^rtrs shd' 
severe were both elected to the Executive Board. These individuals have been 
identified previously in this nenor^neuxa as Goonunistf* *• 



On Leceiaher 3, 1947, notion picture actress flH||^|H^advi9ed that 
the Screen Actors* Guild sooesrs to be waging a succeSR^ to keep out 
radical actors find actresses from executive oositions. She said there were a 
few, however, -ho mysteriously seemed to remain in positions of nroodrience within 
the or^ni ^ati nn, v.hlch .-Tii b’s the rr;c3cel "roun to b ’in^ :bout roseord. Scee 
of the radical actors and actresses identified *3 possible lo.ctunists by this 
source were Howard IrSilva, Lloyc Goff, Lr.rry Perfcs^AlcyarjAg^Tncx, T a ren 
i cries’, Hume Gronyn, and Ar.ne .eve re. According executive 

officer Donald U»aran v«as endeavorin'? to keep the raWPH^^PoWs out of con- 
trollin'* oositions in the Guild. 




ttention was attracted to Jane Strudwick, also known as Jane 
Q heroard, wife «>i John Ihenoard, the actor. Jane Gtrudwick h°d the renutation 
of being very influential bchinr the scenes in directin'* ^oruunist nolle? for 
various organi sr.ti enf in Gnllvwood particularly in the ."eric^o Veterans 
Genwittee, V cvcrlv " T ill«t Fort. This infor;*ant subsequently identified Gtruowiek 
as bein'-* identical .ath T ?ne lead, a person who® she knew durin? the e*rly onrt 
of *'orld >r II when *V*d was* actively engaged in ralsinr itods for the -tasalam . 

■ r ielief. lead was v.t thr.t' time- allegedly raising *175,000 for this relief 
organization at a Shrine Auditorium *rti ering Airing the early oert of the wsr* 
l ead has always oeen susoected of bein? * Gowmunist by this source. Thxz belief 
wis based orinu rily upon the associations of lead who is known to be close to 
Hovrard T)?Silva and Herbert ^ibenraao in the Hollywood left win*-* circle. According 
to this source, Jsne Gtrurivick specificnllv claim* to be associated with the 






British Ministry of Information commonly referred to as “BIO". Strudwick la 
known to bo a contact of^Miurabei^f British rial tors in Hollywood particularly 
the radical group, 7 , thinks aro Commist* or Communist, follow 
travellers. did not know ifcether Strudwick is 

actually merely working with the EMI, Of the individuals 

mentioned by this source the following have been identified as Communists 
through highly confidential and delicate sources or reliable confidential 
informants who are members of the Communist Party* Howard DaSilva, Larry 
Parks, Karen Itorley, Anns Revere, Herbert Biberman, Lloyd Goff and Jane Mead, 

Concerning actor Sterling Hayden cussed recent press 
releases given to tfcyden»s alleged social coREac^w^^the daughter of a •* 

prominent Washington, D. C., family at which time he was supposed to have . 

attempted to indoctrinate the girl with his Communist philosophy. 
stated that even though Hayden denied this accusation in the 
press, the story must be true as Hayden has handed out "lines" in Hollywood, 

According Thompkins, a close friend of B&yden 

and a personal acquajjitanc^ox^^^HHj^ had recently expressed apprehension 
over I*yden being subpoenaed befoj^tn^riouse Comnittee as it r/as felt that 
Hayden might "break" and if he did he would spill enough information "to hang 
us all," inclid^ig^a lot of high Government officials". In the opinion of 
informant both Hayden and Thompkins are members of the ^ocmamist Party. 

She had n (documentary proof, however, for this statement, 

“* ' Thompkins has been identified as a member of the ConimjnistPart^iji 

West Los Angeles during the year 19 U7 by Confidential Inf ormant 
Who is a member of the Westwood County Club of the Los Angeles Count^CoKunist 
Party. 



Ronald Reagan has advised that he has been made a member of a committee 
headed by Louis B. Mayer the purpose of which allegedly is to "purge" the 
motion picture industry of Communist party members. He said that this conaittee 
was an outgrowth of the I'hooas Comnittee hearings in Washington, D. C. , and a 
subsequent meeting of mot 10 * 1 " pfpture producers in New York City. Reagan has 
related that he is firmly convinced that Congress should declare first of all 
by statutes that the Communist party is not a legal party but rather a foreign- 
inspired conspiracy. Second, that Congress should define itfiat organizations are 
Communist controlled so that membership therein would be construed as an indi- 
cation of disloyalty. He felt tliat lack of such a statement on the part of the 
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Government would make it very difficult for any committee of motion picture 
people to conduct any type of cleaning of their own household. He pointed 
out that with regard to the Screen Acton Guild the provisions of the Taft- 
Hartley Law created an issue in that Anne Revere, the Guild's Treasurer, 
recently resigned rather then sign a non-Comaunist affidavit. He said that 
the recently concluded elections which resulted with Larry Parks and Anne 
Revere being elected member of the Executive Board may create a similar issue 
inasmuch as these individuals will also be required to sign noo-Communist 
affidavits. He pointed out that this, however, has not as yet cate rlali zed. 



On January 13, 

Screen Actors Guild, in 
the Guild's activity is summarized in a length ly ballot covering 21 resolutions 
which was submitted to the members of the Guild as of December 29, 19li7, with 
the request that the members return their vote by mail on each of the 21 reso- 
lution s contained in the ballot. Among the resolutions which appeared on this 
ballot relating to the problem of Communist infiltration of the motion picture 
industry is as follows: 




» 



"‘.TrffiREAS, we do not deny the civil right of any person to be a 
member of the Connunist Party; however, we do affirm that a member 
of the Communist Party has an obligation to the C oat minis t party 
which transcends his other obligations and which would transcend 
his obligations to the Screen Actors Guild as a member of the 
"Board of Directors or as an Officer or executive officer of the 
Guild, 

"NOT, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that no person shall be eligible 
to hold any office or executive office with the Screen Actors 
Guild, nor to serve on its Board of Directors nor on any Guild 
committee, unless and until such person signs an affidavit that 
he is not a member of the Conmunist Party nor affiliated with 
such party.* 

This source statedT that when this resolution was discussed at a 
Guild meeting, arguments against it were advanced which are sunmariaed in the 
ballot by the following statement: 

"ARGUMENTS ADVANCED AT MEETING 31 OPPONENTS OF AMENDED RESOLUTION 
NO. lx 

, "There is no proof that the Conwnist Party Is ready to overthrow 
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According to this 1st tor provision nod* this resolution 

| undemocratic in the eyd^^Y" US fcoard and they re c emended a "no" vote. The 
~ final tabulation on this resolution resulted In the resolution not being 
* adopted. 



According Resolution Humber Seventeen mas also of 

interest in&sauch as th^TSESI^eleoen^withln, the Guild campaigned 
rigorously for its adoption. In^HHHp^opinion, this resolution 
illustrates the strategy and tecraHSB^resorted to by CoKsuniste within a 
labor organization in their efforts to gain control of a union. This resold 
tlon Is quoted as follows i 



"WHEREAS, the need for a mail ballot in voting for officers, board, 
and other important issues affecting the membership is, in some 
measure, recognized and understood as necessary for certain locals 
within the AAAA, due to a migratory membership of certain affiliates, 
and 



1 



n 'WHEREAS, the SAG has, since its inception, instituted and retained 
this fora of balloting, ignoring the fact that this necessity Hid 

not apply to this organization as its membership, or 90£ of it, is 
concentrated in the area of Los Angeles, and 



"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, as used by the SAG, is unfair, mis- 
leading to the membership, and tends to. allow too much control 
to remain indefinitely in the hands of the too few who control the 
SAG, and 



"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, in unscrupulous hands, could control the 
organization by being the sole possessor of the Guild's mailing 
lists, and with such lists would be able to completely misinform 
the membership on vital issues, campaign for those who seek office 
for base reasons and become an evil power impossible to break, and 



"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, as used by the SAG, effects the per- 
petuity of certain incumbents while worthy persons also seeking 
office are put at a disadvantage because of the lack of the S&G's 
membership lists for campaign purposes, and 



"WHEREAS, a growing membership dissatisfaction is evidenced by the 
very poor returns in each SAG mall election, as barely 5Q3 the 
members bother to ballot, which is In itself a colossal waste of 
funds, and 
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"WHEREAS, the necessity for a nail ballot did not and does not new 
exist for the SAG, so 



"THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that all voting, whether for officers, 
executive secretary, members of the Board of Directors, or any issue 
affecting the membership of the SAG shall be by poll balloting, at 
a place within the city of t QaXif 



Tiie arguments in favor of this resolution which were advanced by 
various members of what informant termed the left wing fringe of the Screen 
Actors Guild are summarized as follows in the official ballot: 



"The mail ballot encourages monoply in Guilds and Unions and has 
long been abolished in many of the more enlightened and democratic 
ones, A mail ballot encourages the election of the incumbents 
solely because they are so noted on the ballot, regardless of their 
past voting record on membership issues. The mail ballot, in seme 
unions, is used as a device to perpetuate in office certain groups 
dedicated to selfish outside interests and inimical to the best 
interests of the union's membership. The mail ballot places a 
premium on ignorance of the membership as no one outside of those 
who control the union has access to the membership lists for the 
purpose of informing the body. The mail ballot is wrong; if it 
were otherwise, the federal, state and municipal elections would 
all be held under such a system. Balloting should be done by the 
members themselves at membership meetings as is the practice of 
other democratic, informed and contented unions. A 'Yes* vote is 
urged," 



It is the op ini on_o t the goal of the proponents of 

this resolution was to have fre^en^uSid meetings which their clique would 
attend regularly and remain late and in this manner possibly be able to pass 
resolutions they could not otherwise put through. 



According 




lead e rs 



the Guild continue to be, in ms opinion, Ann Revere end Lloyd Gough. Ha 
stated that others who support these two individuals regularly are Morris 
Camovsky, iarry Parks, and Roman Bohnen. 






U© 




■Disney Studios, 

stated thaT’TEe’TOTWf^^^^^^^^ElHHE^^K^JirCTITnext augusrt with the Screen. 
Cartoonists Guild, InflHHHHtopixiloa the difficulty with the Cartoonists 
Guild and its possible goHHSS^uifiltretioa is due to the fact that "our 
people can*t get their friends out to meetings* , However, "people are becoming 
alarmed* and are taking a more active interest in the possible Gonwunist 
Infiltration in the Guild, 



Usuries Howard, Business Agent for the Screen Cartoonists Guild, 
according to Ur, Disney, is a Communist. Ur. Disney was most emphatic in 
stating that he believes the Un-American Consnitte^shouldcontinue its hearings 
until all persons on its list have be on exposed. that the Disney 

Studios* twenty-five layout and background men ar^petTtloriing to drop out of 
this Screen Cartoonists Guild and are attempting to form a local of a new guild 
in the Disney Studios, A s an example of how determined some persons are to get 
rid of Howard , out that certain Guild members at the Disnay 

Studios owe assessToentsto the Guild in connection with the motion picture strike 
which the Guild has been unable to collect. He stated that these individuals 
have gone on record that they will pay these assessments if Howard is gotten rid 
of, Howard does not occupy an elective position but was appointed as Business 
Agent, He is not an officer of the union although union rules state that he 
should be. However, at the recent election in Jhne certain members of the Guild 
intend to elect a new Business Agent, 



not comp 





meetings. 



of the opinion that if the Screen Cartoonists Guild does 
tJie provisions of the Taft-xfcrtley law by August, it will cease 
bargaining unit for the cartoonists in the motion picture industry, 
jointed out that members of the Guild are bored with meetings and 
at the amount of propaganda that is sometimes presented at these 
He recalled having seen * revolutionary posters* from certain South 
American countries on the bulletin boards of the Guild offices and when 
questioned as to wny these were in evidence Howard said theyjg^begnplaced 
there to enable members of the Guild to "study cartooning" ted 

that at one time he was attempting to negotiate a labor poin^^^n^offices 
of the Screen Cartoonists Guild building while a meeting was going on in the 
room alongside the one he was in. Some girl was speaking in such a loud voice 
thatflHMBand his associates were unable to hear each other. He said thin 
womaj^H^Ttempting to sell the persons assembled on the reasons for taking 
the "Daily People* s World" . She used as a selling point the fact that the 
"Daily People* s World* "la the on^^loca^iews paper with a direct wire to Moscow*, 
This incident was pointed out bwHHHHpis an example of how. the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild building has oeSr^iSQcRy Communists, * 
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Screen Directors Guild 



The “Hollywood Reporter* and the “Daily Variety 1 on October 23, 19k7$ 
both publicised the fact that the Screen Directors Guild Board did not approve 
of Director Sam wood's testimony before the House Committee. Formal objections 
to Vood*s remarks were made to Joseph iSartin, Jr. , Speaker of the House, by 
telegram which read, “The Board of Directors of the Screen .Directors Guild feels 
called upon to deny the testimony of Sam Wood regarding communistic activities 
in the Screen Directors Guild and it is our considered belief that Wood’s remarks 
are without foundation." The wire was signed by George Stevens, President of the 
Guild, and the Board of Directors. 




that they will attempt to exercise control over the Screen Directors Guild by- 
packing the meetings with people friendly to “the American system". Consequently 
on December h , 19h7* Mr. DeMille called a meeting in his office. The following 
individuals were in attendance; Sam wood, Leo Uc Carey, George Marshall, David 
Butler, and Tay Garnett. These men laid out* a plan of attack to be used at the 
meeting night of the Screen Directors Guild. According to 

informant the Screen Directors Guild had sent out the same innocuous 

notice of xE^R^ing. Mr. DeHille telephooically called George Stevens, presi- 
dent of the Guild, and asked whether the topic discussed In the letter would be 
the only one brought up at the meeting and the latter replied to the effect that 
this .business would not take long and then they would get down to the real 
meat of the meeting. TJien DeMille questioned Stevens as to what this was, Stevens 
reported it would deal with the present anti-Comrsunist drive on the part of the 
producers. Mr. DeMille stated that he as well as Sam Wood and George Marshal 
have not been able to figure out just where Stevens stiada on the matter of 
Comnim ism. Stevens has refused to take a definite stand but in his position as 
President he attempts to administer the affairs of the meetings in an impartial 
manner. 

v 

Mr. DeMllle, together with the men mentioned above, went through the list 
of members of the Screen Directors Guild and checked the following members who 
in their opinion are Conrounists* Curtis Bernhardt, John Berry, Herbert Biberman, 
Jules Das sin, Edward Bnytryk, Peter Godfrey, Henry Hathaway, Alfred Hitchcock, 

Phil Carlson, Elia Kazan, Herbert Kline, Zoltan Korda, Albert Lewin, Ana t ole Litvak, 
Lewis Milestone, jack Moss, Max Nos seek, Clifford Odets, Irving pichel, Otto 
Preminger, Lewis J. Rachmil, Irving Reis, Jean Renoir, Robert Rossen, Victor 
Seville, Vincent Sherman, S. Sylvan Simon, Robert Siodznak, Frank Tuttle, Josef Von 
Sternberg, Bernard Vorhaus, Orson Welles, Billy Wilder, William wyler. 
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Mr* DeMille pointed out that this group at a .Beating of the Screen 
I Directors Guild act in unison and in the opinion of MT* DeMUle represent the 
| faction within the Guild from whoa control oust be wrested* Consequently 
* Mr* DeMille and his associates called a certain number of Guild members and 
packed the meeting of December 5 th* 




According to Ur. DeMille, they wen successful in forming a "militant 
grouff resulting In DeMille' s group beln^hle to "blast the Communists" m 
discussing the meeting the inf orman t^f^^^^said, "IN talked them off their 
i feet," and "they did not expect a crowd and we licked them*" Ur* DeMille 
introduced a resolution which reads as follows g 

"WHEREAS, we do not deny the civil right of any person to be a 
member of the Communist party, however we do affirm that a member 
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which transcends his other obligations and which transcends his 
obligation to the Screen Directors* Guild, as a member of the Board 
of Directors or as an officer or executive officer of the Guild* 

■NCW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that no person shall be eligible 
to hold any office or executive office with the Screen Directors* 

Guild nor to serve on its Board of Directors nor on any Guild 
committee unless and until such person signs an affidavit that he 
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^ party or sympathetic to its alms." 

Herbert Bibenaan attempted to offer a substitute motion and in the 
'course of his remarks began to attack the Thomas Committee whereupon Mr* DeMille 
took the floor and stated that Biberman was out of order and that such a meeting 
was no place to criticise the Congress of the United States, resulting in 
Biberman never getting a chance to complete his talk or introduce a motion* 

During this discuss ion that ensued. W ill i »a jfy Tjey got np to maVe seas 
remarks and DeMille immediately challenged him from the floor, asking the 
question, "Are you pro-American or un-American; that la the only question** 

- As a result of the quarterbacking of DeMille and his group the motion indicated 
> above was passed by a vote of 115 to 10* The Board of Directors which Includes 
Lewis Milestone, John Huston, Irving Plchel, did not vote on the original ballot. 
People from toe floor challenged the Board asking for a second vote so that the . 
i members of the Board would have an opportunity to clearly register their 

4 feelings* As a result a second vote was taken and Milestone, Huston and plchel 
voted against, the resolution* Sam Mood and Cecil B* DeMille were appointed to 
^ the Board of Directors at this meeting* 
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During the course of the meeting William Wylar^gavw e double-talk 
speech? according to lir. DeUille, In which he stated that the motion picture 
industry's committee to combat Comunisa had announced that ">b fee innocent 
persona as possible will be hurt*. Following gyler's speech. DeMille described 
him as a » badly confused guy*. With regard to William gylsr 

stated that he had noticed wylsr is actively promoting the s&l^o^f^cript^^^ 
worked on by Li 11 1am Bellman. It Is the informant' a opinion that wyler possi- 
bly is under obligation to Heilman because he is so active in attenptiog to 
promote the projected property on which she will work. 



According to Barney Balaban, president of Paramount, 

called Wyler in his offic^an^snoTCd him a long list of front organizations 
to which Heilman had belonged or contributed. Balaban showed Wyler this 
infornation thinking he would bring Wyler around by pointing out that there 
was nothing pro-American in this record. Wyler then accused Salaban of 
creating a black list and has used this instance to point out that the Industry 
is deliberately blacklisting certain individuals. 
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The assistant directors have a guild which is known by the name Screen 
nior Branch. The President of this organization Is Robert 
Aldrich. According to kr. Deuille he is of the opinion that Aldrich "seems to 
be on the other side* as far as his actions within the Guild are concerned and 
his group bases their opinions on the action Aldrich has taken in Guild meetings. 

^ - . on January 13, 19b8, the Screen Directors Guild held a meeting at the 

Crossroads of the World, Hollywood, California. The following report was 
p furnished by .Cecil B. DeUille concerning this meeting which broke up at 
approximately 1 x 30 A. M. 

"Ur. Irving Pichel was present and left early in the meeting. Ur. 
milestone, whom I had expected, did not come, and Lr. William Wyler 
was spokesman for the group we have been uncertain about. The 
important point was the separation of the Junior Branch of the Guild 
from the Senior B££nch. The Junior Branch consists of the Assistant 
Directors. They have been led by two men named Robert Aldrich, 
President, and George Tobin, Vice President. 1 do not know whether 
these two men are Ccaanuniata or not, or Communist supporters or not. 

I doknow they are supported by the Communist group ±n the Junior 
Branch, end that the other group— the American group— of the Junior 
Branch has come to me and talked to oe about the necessity of getting 
these two men out of the control of their Guild as they were trouble 
makers and had attempted to turn the Guild over to Herbert Sorrell, 
and had attempted to get Uabel fiaiker Wille brand t removed as attorney 
for the Guild and have Uargolis substituted in her place. 
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•During the course of the meeting I mad e that as a charge when 
tlr. Wyler asked for a vote of confidence in these two men. The 
matter was debated for quite a long time. I said I saw no reason 
why there should be a vote of confidence given these two men when 
their cnvn branch had been acting on a resolution to force their 
resignations, which resolution was defeated by the leftist group 
in their branch. Neither 1 nor George Stevens could make Will lam 
Yfyler change his resolution. Stevens proposed a compromise and a 
change that did not constitute a recommendation of their behavior. 

"They finally came to a vote and there was a complete defeat for me 
because I was the only one who voted against the resolution of 
confidence in them. I would say that the vote opposing me was 
probably nine men, one of whom was Cownander John Ford, recently 
of the U. S. Wavy, and a director. He seems strong in the support 
of Wyler, but I would say that 60% of the men present had privately 
expressed to me their opinion about these two men, and believed that 
they were dangerous men, and that they talked too much and did a very 
bad job. One told me, as I had already known, that Aldrich was 
removed from Paramount as a trouble maker and has that reputation 
pretty well through the industry, and more than one-half of the men 
had expressed themselves as strongly in opposition, but they are 
pretty fiery speakers and when the matter came to the vote I was the 
only one who voted •No* on the motion of confidence in them. 

"Ur. Sam Wood, who had assured me beforehand that he would never vote 
under any circumstances for a vote of confidence in these two men, 
said he would not vote because he was not sufficiently info reed on 
the subject. 

•That, X think, pretty well gives the Junior Branch into the hands 
of the leftist group. I had talked to the other leaders of the junior 
League before the meeting and they had asked for no separation from 
the Senior League i** and I thaw jf ^isy rid themselves 

of these two men. I would vote for them to stay, and that would have 
passed that way without notice if ’.Tyler had not countered with his ' 
resolution for a vote of confidence. 

"in the discussion on the ccasdttee meeting at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel about two weeks ago the sub-committee was reporting to the 
Board of Directors Guild, and Wyler and myself, George Stevens and 
Huston were on that committee. (Boston was not present at this 






■meeting last night) and I was able to gat a motion through 
putting Georgia Sidney on that committee Instead of Bib ton because 
I felt the coonlttee «M too predominantly leftist. Wyler opposed 
it very strongly and fought to retain Burton on the c emit tee. Wyler 
made the statement that be mas for tbs comadttee because it mould 

give •them* a voice in management through this committee. 

* 

"The whole meeting was vary strongly anti-producer. Many members 
of the eoendttee refused to acknowledge that there mas any undue 
alarm throughout the country caused by the Thomas Committee In 
Washington. There mas no motion made of any kind to support the 
ten men mho are being Indicted; that issue mas kep absolutely clear. 
The motion, I understand, mas defeated in the Writers Guild, whose 
meeting mas being conducted at that same time. 



"The matter mas brought up again of^condesnning the producers* 
statement given by Eric Johnston. George Tobin is the brother of 
the tro actresses, Vivian and Genevieve Tobin. Host of the assistant 
directors, Aldrich and Tobin, made violent speeches in opposition to 
my stand and to me personally for innuendos. I had made no innuendos 
I made very direct statements, but I did not accuse the two men of 
being Comnunists because 1 don't know if they are or not, although I 
know they are supported by the Communist element. 



"At one" time in tills debate Aldrich ' stated that he did not wish any 
motion of confidence, but two of the assistant directors had told me 
prior to the meeting that that's what his price was; that he said he 
would resign if he could get this motion from the Senior Guild 
endorsing it, so that he knew about the motion, and evidently ifyler 
was picked to be the one to present and carry the ball. I do not 
know why Fichel left before it came to vote, but he did. 



"The result was a motion carried giving virtually a clean bill of 
health ta tha tun mgm In the assistants branch (junior Branch), 
which is supported by the Conamlst element." 



According to Ur* DeUllle and his associates they are determined to 
either split the assistant directors from the directors group or to remove what 
they believe to be the Columnist element of the assistant directors. He has 
been told that Robert Aldrich "writes William Wyler's stuff and the two work 









■as a team* That Is why Wyler insisted an a vote of confidence in Aldrich. ■ 
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favor keeping the Junior members in the Guild because I feel we can keep them 
from straying into fields in which they should not go." Aldrich immediately 



challenged this statement from the floor saying that Ur. DeUille was ■indulging 
In innuendo." Ur. DeUille stated that all members of the Screen Directors Guild 



have submitted nan-Communist affidavits, sworn to before a Hotary public, 
according to Ur. DeUille, aid rich seems to be fronting for the pressure groups 
and he is a definite influence In carrying out what seems to be the party line 
In the political maneuvering within the Guild. DeUille has characterized Aldrich. 



saying **he looks like a red hot baby* and related that Aldrich made the 
suggestion that the Screen Directors Guild should finance Edward Dmytryk in hla •* 
fight with the producers. 








COMMUNIST INFILTRATION Of LABOR GROUPS 
(February 6, 1948 to September 15, 1948) 



International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees 

Confidential Informant HHBHH^of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical and Stage Eh^loyeea^i^july of 1948 reported that Communists 
within the craft unions in Hollywood had "definitely gone underground" and 
had ceased all activity except of legitimate union nature* At a meeting of 
business agents of various unions held prior to July, 1948, Milton Gottlieb, 
Business Agent of the Screen Publicists Guild, who in informant's opinion 
had always sponsored Comunis t causes, was told by the other business agents 
that if he attempted to get into political and theoretical matters and did 
not confine himself to union business the group would "blast" him out of the 
meeting* 



Conference of Studio Unions 



The Washington Post on February 26, 1948, carried a news article 
regarding the investigation of the Hollywood jurisdictional labor strike by 
a House Labor Subcommittee* The article mentioned the testimony of Matthew 
Levy, attorney for the International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees, who charged that there was Communist influence in the Conference 
of Studio Onions* This article reported that the Communist issue had at 
first been ruled out by Subcommittee Chairman Carroll D* Kearns on the ground 
tftat it was beyond the Subcommittee's jurisdiction, but upon the demand of 
Representative Gerald W* Landis the Committee had been expanded and Kearns 
was overruled with the result that the Communist issue was brought into the 
Subcommittee's investigation* levy charged that the A«F. of L* Carpenters 
Union headed by William L* Hutcheson was "joined in a marriage of convenience" 
with alleged Communist elements in an effort to destroy the dominant position 
of the IATSS* Levy further charged that "the subversive drive to bring all 
Hollywood labor under the influence of tbs Communist Party centers around 
tbs Conference of Studio Unions and Herbert K* Sorrell*" 

The New York Times of March 5, 1948, also carried a news article 
regarding the House Labor Subcommittee's investigation of the jurisdictional 
i strike and reported that the Committee had called on the FBI for fingerprint 
tests on a Conmunist Party card allegedly issued to Sorrell in 1937 under the 
. name of Herb Stewart* The article stated that Sorrell had testified that the 
- handwriting on the card looked very much like his but denied that it wa a his 
handwriting* 










* 

The publication "The Film Daily* during the letter part of 
February and the first part of Kerch, 1948, carried certain news itene 
regarding the House Labor Subcommittees investigation of the Hollywood 
strike, Among the itene of interest appearing in this publication are 
the followingi 

In the issue of February 25, 1948, Richard F, Walsh, President 
of the IATSE, waa reported as insisting that Communism was ‘the underlying 
cause of the labor trouble in Hollywood and that he planned to press for 
inclusion of testimony on that issue in the hearings. 

The issue of February 26, 1948, reported that the hearings by the 
Labor Subcommittee had been enlarged to include testimony on the Connrunist 
issue. 



In the issue of February 27, 1948, Pat Casey was reported as 
having testified on February 26 that he did not believe that Coomuniss had 
anything to do with Hollywood labor trouble and that Matthew Levy of the 
IATSE had read testimony designed to prove that the studio strike leaders 
were Communist led, or at least Concunist inspired. Two witnesses also 
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The issue of March 1, 1948, reported on testimony which had been 
given before the Subcommittee on the previous Friday by George Kulkey of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, who charged that 
there" were -"Red' tinges" within the strike leadership. Upon questioning by 
the Committee Counsel, Mulkey admitted that from 1923 to 1930 he had been a 
member of the -Communist Party but had quit because he found it to be 
"reactionary." On that same day, IATSE president Walsh had testified that 
he had found strong Communist support for the strike in Mexico City and in 
London, . 

The March 2, 1948, issue referred to additional testimony by 
Matthew Levy regarding alleged Communist inspiration in the Conference of 
Studio Union's leadership, but upon questioning by the attorney for the 
Painters Union, had admitted that he had no personal knowledge of the 
charges which he had made against Sorrell regarding Sorrell's Communist 
alf illations. Roy Brewer of the IATSB testified that Communism was not the 
only issue in the strike, but that he had found it a major factor since he 
had arrived in Hollywood three years previously. 

The March 3, 1946, issue of "The Film Dally* reported on testimony 
by levy on March 2, in which he accused the motion picture producers of 




£ trying to "squelch* any public investigation of Cosmunisa in the studio 
4 . labor picture and insisted tut the producers "know the full story about 
T Communism in labor and talent ranks" but that it was necessary for outside 
* pressure to force them to take any action. Brewer also testified on 
March 2 that it vas his opinion that the Coasuni&t objective in Hollywood 
was a CIO-type industrial union to cower all studio craft workers and that 
with such a unit functioning "the producers would be forced to dance to 
their tune." 

The March 4 issue reported the testimony of Sorrell before the 
Committee the previous day stating that SorreU had denied his Party member* 
ship and had denied that the alleged Communist Party membership card for 
1937 was his and in this connection stated, "If I had ever Joined the Coo- 
munis t Party, 1 would Just as soon tell you because you can’t deport me 
back to Missouri, where I was born. There is no law against being a Com- 
munist." 



The Issue of "The Film Daily" for March 5 reported that the Sub- 
committee was requesting the FBI to determine whether Sorrell had actually 
signed the Communist Party membership card. 



The March 15, 1948, issue reported that the FBI had furnished a 
report that the handwriting on the alleged Communist Party card was that of 
Sorrell. The hearing before the Conmlttee on March 16, as reported in the 
ilarch 17, 1948, issue of "The Film Daily," was to the effect that John R. 
Robinson, who stated that he was a close associate of Sorrell in 1937, had 
testified that in 1937 he had seen Sorrell's Communist Party membership 
cArd and had heard Sorrell brag of his Party membership. 
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the Conference of Studio Unions had for the time 
and that some of the Conn uni at leaders of the various unions had dropped 
out of sight. 



Screen Writers Guild 



Confidential Informant^Uftn February, 1948, reported that 
the Screen Writers Guild was stixWEaer Communist influence and that even 
though a new set of officers had been elected following the House TTn- 
f American Activities Cormaittee hearing, that the new officers were simply 
i another group of pro-C ocnrunis ts to replace the former group. 



Confidential Informant 
of the Screen Writers Guild, advf 




screen writer and member 

certain members of the Guild had 



. planned to hire former Assistant Attorney General Thurman Arnold for thm 
| an of $35,000 and expenses to appear as ami cue curiae in the suit brought 
J by the "unfriendly witnesses 11 against the studios, alleging that the 
$ writers bad been black-listed by the studios. This source also reported 
that 57 member a of the Guild had demanded an emergency meeting of the 
entire Guild membership In order to determine whether Arnold ehould be 
hired, even though the Executive Board of the Guild had previously entered 
into negotiations with Arnold, The Executive Caealttee did not feel that 
the regular counsel for the Guild, Morris Cohen, was competent to appear 
on behalf of the Guild inasmuch aa he was a law partner of Robert ¥• Kenny, 
one of the attorneys for the ten writers • This source reported that among 
the most consistent supporters of the Board's action in hiring Arnold were 
Ring Lardner, Jr,, John Howard Lawson, Alvah Bessie, Gordon Kahn, and Lester 
Cole, all of whoa were identified as 1944-1945 members of the Connmnist 
Party by a highly confidential source from the records of Elisabeth Benson. 

Lardner announced at a Guild meeting late in February, 1948, 
that if the suit against the studios was successful, he would contribute 
"a substantial amount" of his Judgment money toward replenishing tbs Guild 
treasury if Arnold were hired. 

|HH^klso reported that the high light of the Guild meeting 
was a speec^o^James Cain, who bitterly denounced Communist influence in 
the Guild and stated that while he bad been a member of the Board the last 
. year he knew at least three men whose action on the Board was always based 
on loyalty ^to Communism and he then named Kahn, Cole and Lardner, The 
three individuals promptly demanded that Cain retract his remarks and he 
fetortcd by stating he was tired of having to "stick my neck out" for Com- 
munists, Cain stated that he would be willing to retract anything he had 
said if any of the three individuals be had named would then and there deny 
that they were Communists. However, all three ignored Cain's question. 

This same source reported that he had received a letter indicating 
that the group was putting new limitations on proxy voting and that anyone 
with five or more proxy votes* must register such proxies before 7x30 P,M. 
on the night of the meeting and unless registered by 8 P,M. such proxies 
would not be recognized. The informant reported that the antl-Connunists 
within the Guild had been using proxies aa a means for attesting to control 
the Guild's actions, inasmuch as the Coranuniat members always came to the 
» meetings, voted in a bloc, and always stayed late. 

4 In connection with the hiring of Arnold by the Guild, the colusn 

* written by George Dixon appearing in the New York Daily Mirror of February 27, 
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1948, consented on such hiring* This column also mad* reference to the 
request by the Guild to the Treasury Department for a ruling that funds 
donated to the Guild to hire Arnold would be tax exempt on the part of the 
idonora. In this connection Dixon stated, "To my mind, that la the ultimate 
in gall* Imagine asking the Government to permit tax deductions to defend 
persons accused of defying the first institution of Government." 



The Los Angeles Dally News of February 28, 1948, reported that 
Arnold was in Los Angeles to confer with officers of the Screen Writers 
Guild regarding his employment in connection with the suit by certain 
members of the Guild against various Hollywood studios* Arnold was very 
critical of the studios for their actions in allegedly black-listing tbs 
writers* 






previously identified, reported that at a meeting 
of the Guild ATT March 23, 1948, the action of the Executive Board in hiring 
Arnold had been upheld by the Board membership. In connection with the 
application by the Guild to-oh±a.ln tax exemp tion status for donations to 
the fund to hire Arnold, 

Angeles Office, reported 

been Interested in this matter and that an investigation by the Senator 
at the Treasury Department had failed to reveal any request on the part 
of the Guild for such an exemption. 
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a confidential source of the Los 
earned that Senator Ball had also 



screen writer at Warner Brothers, who is a source • 
Angeles Office, reported that at a meeting of 
the Guild on May 10, 1948, the antl-Communists had packed the meeting and 
that one of the items on the agenda was the question of discontinuing the 
Guild *s publication in order to reduce expenses* It was voted that the 
magazine weekly be continued with volunteer help, which in the opinion of 
the informant would mean that the Comnunists would continue to control the 
publication* At this meeting a resolution was proposed condemning the 
Mundt-Nixon Bill, but the informant and members of his group were able to 
defeat the resolution. 




The Washington Star of Kay 30, 1948, carried a news item reflecting 
that the officials of the Screen Writers Guild had filed m suit attacking 
the motion picture industry' a stand against hiring members of groups 
advocating the overthrow of the Government* The article stated that the 
^petitioners would include thirty top writers for the stage and screen, none 
of whom were members of the Conmnmist Party or who had any connection with 
ithe ten Hollywood writers charged with contempt of Congress In October, 1947. 
The article stated that the defendants in the suit would be the Motion 
Picture Association of America, the Association of Motion Picture Producers, 





the Society of Independent notion Picture Producers, Paramount, Loew’a 
r (H-G-W), RKO, Warner Brother*, 20th Century-Fox, Columbia and Universal 
t Pictures, and Eric Johnston, The purpose of the suit was to void a 
| resolution which the industry associations allegedly adopted in November, 
1947, that they would not "knowingly enploy a Cornual at or a meeker of 
any Party which advocates the overthrew of the Government by force or by 
any illegal or unconstitutional os t hod," 

In July, 1948, Los Angeles Informants reported that the Screen 
Writers Guild had not held a meeting for the past sixty days and that the 
4 Guild members did not know the status of the suit filed on behalf of the 
Guild nor did they have anrcu^entlnformstlon on Guild matters. It was 
the opinion of Inf ormant flHHHHH|that the Board of Directors has not 
been holding meetings of Tn^GuiT^out has been running the Guild with 
general membership meetings and that in his opinion the Communists and 
fellow travelers had ceased having meetings because "they are getting 
pushed around by our proxies.” It was also this infomanVs opinion that 
an effort would be made on the part of some Guild members to do away with 
proxy voting which would mean the defeat of Informant *s group and that the 
Communists and their friends would emerge as the dominant factor within 
the Guild, 
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filed by the Screen Writers Guild, 
previously identified, was of the 



In referenc 
previously mentioned, 
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inasmuch as- he feels that Johnston is personally and entirely responsible 
for the suits facing the producers, and that the anti-Conmunlst stand of 
the Industry is entirely the work of Johnston. The informant reported 
that be believes that the person responsible for Uayer’s viewpoint is Leo 
Spits of Universal International Studios. This informant was also of the 
opinion that the Communists within the motion picture industry had gone 
completely underground. 



Screen Actors Guild 



The Los Angeles Examiner of January 1$, 1948, reported that it 
had been voted by the members of the Guild that officers, director* and 
consult tsemen of the Guild must sign, individually. affidavits thatthey are 
not Communists, This article stated that the vote in favor of the 
resolution calling for the non-Comunist declarations was 1,307 to 157, 
w 

i Screen Cartoonists Guild . •. 







who is a source of information for the Los Angeles 



__ iy Studio, 
ce, furnished 






i 



k Information regarding efforts by Comunlste to use labor unions* He stated 

§ * that in Deco labor of 1947 be had received a call from a friend to the effect 
that the Screen Cartoonists Guild mas to hold a nesting and that as a result 
of this nesting, the Guild mould take a stand against the action of the 
producers against the 1 unfriendly witnesses* at the hearing before the 
House Committee os tfa-Aserlcas Activities. The Inf ormant stated that he 
had received no notice of the meeting and upon calling the shop stewards he 
learned that they had. also not beard of the meeting, although it was to be 
held that night* The informant then called a nesting of all of the., 
cartoonists, turned the meeting over to the stewards and, as a result, 
many of them attended the meeting that night In a body and when the proposal 
was made it was defeated by a vote of 84 to 72* 

This informant also reported that many members of the Guild were 
concerned over the activities of Maurice Howard, the Business Agent of the 
Guild, and that many of them wanted to get rid of Howard but did not know 
how to proceed* It should be noted that Howard in 1944 was a member of the 
Communist Part^according to a highly confidential source (Los Angeles 
Informant 



In July of 194S,fljHKtated that the cartoonists employed by the 
Disney Studios within the GuHHFbad led a move which resulted in the ousting 
of Howard as Business Agent for the Guild, and that on the day before the 
nomination for new officers of the Guild, the Disney members had nominated 
Raymond T Ka comber as Business Agent, and that during the elections In Junw 
of 1943, as a result of the activities by the "Disney group,* Macomber was 
elected over Howard by a vote of 205 to 172. fl|B^tated that this put an 
end to the Conaunlat domination of the Guild since it was formed in 1941* 

The informant also stated that the Guild had voted to sign non* 
Communist affidavits and he was of tbs opinion that Howard's career in 
Hollywood was finished. 



of the opinion that as a result 
union would become an anti-communist group, 
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the Guild, that that 



Screen Directors Guild 



Confidential Informant^^HHJHJ^JVreported that he and a 
group of nine other top directors^anHSmEer^oi the Guild, had arranged 
a confidential meeting on March 12, 1943, for the purpose of deciding cm a 
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•lections. The plan was for each of thee* tan individuals to have nine 
other Guild members present that night or have their proxies, all of 
whom were known to be anti-Comnunlsta. It was the hope of this informant 
that his group would be able to get all non-Cosmunist officers and thus 
place the Guild on a definitely anti -Communist side. 

This same informant reported that a meeting of the Guild had 
been held on March 23, 1948, and following a discussion ths Guild had de- 
cided to require its officers and directors to sign an anti -Communist pledge 
which included a statement that the signer was not and had not been a member 
of the Coomunist Party and that the signer was not in sympathy with the aims 
of the Party. A resolution embodying the terms of the pledge was passed by 
a vote of 113 to 9* 

The Informant reported that Irving Plchel and Lewis Milestone had 
signed an anti-Coamunist pledge but not the one which been adopted by 
the Guild. During this meeting a discussion cam^i^as to ths Consiunlst 
Party membership of Plchel and Milestone, andMJH|^ 3 tated that he 
personally knew that Milestone bad been a Part^memKr. (The Bureau is not 
in possession of any positive proof of Milestone's Communist membership). 

July, 1948, reported that the Guild elections had 
resulted i^Tn^election of non-Coamunist officers and that since that 
.election the meetings had been concerned strictly with business matters 
pertaining to the Guild itself and that there had been no political dis- 
cussions and no questions of issues facing either persons or nations, Bs 
aAid that as ah example, that at a recent meeting of the Guild, Irving Plchel 
made several speeches, all of which were strictly union business, although 
Plchel had always previously used the Guild as a sounding board for political 
speeches. 



The informant expressed the opinion that the Cawmmists and their 
friends in the Screen Directors Guild had gone underground. He also cited 
as a change of attitude the ffftt that a few years previously his influence 
within the Guild would have been resented but that he now finds various 
members asking his opinion and advice. Ha also stated that some of the 
younger directors were adopting a positive anti-Conrauniat stand and ha 
believes that eventually younger men can be trained to take over the 
direction of the Guild who are opposed and unfriendly to the Consunlsts. 

* ; fr 
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n. coiaamisT infiltration of ubqb groups 



Conference of Studio Unions 

It will be recalled that during the 19l*6 studio strikes sponsored by 
the Conference of Studio Unions, several Individuals were arrested by the Los 
Angeles Police Department at Columbia Studios for violating* a court ban on aass 
picketing. The "Hollywood Reporter" in its issus of December 1, 191*8, stated 
that 35 studio pickets would appear in court for resentencing inasmuch as their 
appeals to the Supreme Court had been turned down* 



During the spring of 191*9 » Los Angela e Informant H^^dvised that 
Herb Sorrell, leader of the Conference of Studio Uhions, hacHSeoi completely 
eliminated as a force in the motion picture industry and that the Conference of 
Studio Unions had "ceased to exist"* This informant advised that Sorrell's 
influence had waned to the point where his original union, the Painters Union, 
had a membership of less than 2 $ individuals employed in the motion picture 
industry out of a total of 600* 

Screen Publicists Guild 

Lcs Angeles Informant flHpinrlng the spring of 19li9 stated that it 
was his opinion that the International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees would soon take over the Screen Publicists Guild and when it had been 
'accompli shed, all pro— Carcmini st Individuals would be eliminated* Also, according 
to this informant, the IATSB intends to take over the Costumers Union and would 
eliminate all pro-Ccmnunist individuals from that union* When these two steps 
are taken, the "back lot" or labor end of the motion picture industry, comprising 
20,000 workers, according to the informant, will be free from Cocm&irdart influence* 

Screen Tfriters Guild 

Los Angeles Informant the fall of 19l*8 reported that the 

Screen Writers Guild at that iim^ra^i^agfiAnst the greatest fight of its career 
and that there was a definite possibility that the Ouild might become split during a 
dispute with the result that the noiv-Cocnsunist members would pull out and petition 
for a National Labor Relations Board election* 

During October, 19l*8, while the Guild was in the process of nominating 
officers and a Board of Directors for the ensuing tens, the pro-Ccennunista within 
the Guild had nominated a slate which the Informant bell evwd yould be the means of 
putting the Guild back within the control of the Conounists, -£In order to combat 
this situation, the antl-Communlsts on October 18, 191*8, filed a slate of officers 
by circulating a petition an^inadd^io^planned on entering^ nominations from the 
floor* Los Angeles Inf orman expressed the opinion that the fight 
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the Qulld had been ob view sly lost to the Communists while Informant 
Telt that the non-Connrunists night still salvage control o 
rnectlon with the proposed election, Los Angeles Informant” 

* advised in October, 19U3, that the Communists and fellow trave 
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t Screen Writers Guild had attempted to have the organization's constitution 
| changed to prohibit the use of proxies, but that this nerve had been defeated by the 
«iti*-Connninists within the Guild. 
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the Screen Writers Guild had resulted in the defeat of the Communist element within 
the Guild, and the el ection of an ti-Camnunists to all positions of prominence* 

Los Angeles Informant reported that one group within the Guild had 

submitted a petition noHnSH^^ester Cole and Ring Lardner, Jr., for the 
Executive Board. Both Lardner and. Cole are known Consunlst mentors and are tiro .* 
of the "Hollywood Ten". 



Inforoant^^^H^stated that had the antl-Conmmlsts not been elected 
it had been the intentionof t he nejorit-y of the Screen Writers Guild to pull 
out of the Guild and form a new union, and to ask that the new union be certified 
as the bargaining agent of writers within the industry* 



The "New York Times" of November X 9U8, reported that Judge Samuel 

H. Kaufiaan had dismissed the civil antitrust suit which had been filed by the 
Screen Writers Guild charging that motion picture producers had conspired to 
govern the political views and associations of persons engaged in the production 
of pictures. The dismissal was on technical grounds and the complainants were 
.granted leave to file an amended complaint. The suit was originally brought 
charging that the producers had agreed at a meeting in November, 19U7, that they 
would not enplpy a Communist or a member of ary group or party which advocated 
the overthrow of the United States by force or any illegal or unconstitutional 
methods. 



Screen Office and Professional Bnployees Guild 

The October 8, 1?I*8, issue of "Counterattack* reprinted portions of a 
letter written by Barney Balaban, President of Paramount, to the Screen Office 
and Professional Employees Guild, which "Coimterattack- described as an affiliate 
of the Uhl ted Office and Professional Workers of America, and. then described 
both of such unions as "Communist controlled". 

Balaban stated that union official Ss had refused to file non-Communist 
affidavits and, therefore. Paramount was declining to negotiate with the unions. 

- Among the statements quoted by "Counterattack" from Balaban 9 s letter were the 
^ following* 
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"As Americana we are opposed to all that C cummin represents 
today* As thorn tfio share the responsibility for the welfare of the 
industry we are opposed to Gossunist ^ nfi i tr a H n»i <wff> Ujj* ranks* 

An overwhelming accumulation of evidence convinces ua that the 
Cocnmunlst Party and its adherents are bad for our country bad 
for our Industry* Our position, therefore, is very simple. We 
propose to exercise every legal right to keep then out of our affairs* 

* * • 

"If ever there were a tins for each of us to stand up and be 
counted, this is it* Why should any American hesitate to stand up 
and state ’I am not a member of the Ccmunlst Party and I*a glad to 
swear to it l* What opprobrium is there in the act of signing an 
affidavit that one is not an agent of a forei^i government? What 
is this incredible attitude that stills the tongue and stays the 
hand from enlisting on the side of democracy? * . 

The December 16, 19hB 9 issue of the "Daily Worker" indicated that the 
Screen Office and Professional Employees Guild had been appealing to movie -goers 
in New York City to stay sway from Loew^ Theaters on Thursday and thus help Loew*s 
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to rssuss c cntract n@gyti&ticn5« 



stated that the union had charged Loew's management with months of stalling in 
connection with contract negotiations* 



tabor League of Hollywood Voters 



The "Hollywood Reporter" of November 11, 19li8, contained a news item 
that the tabor League of Hollywood Voters had been formed to block Communist 
penetration of motion pictures and that Ronald Reagan was Chairman and Roy Brewer 
was Vice Chairman. The article continued that during the rebent election, the 
Labor League of Voters had endorsed anti-Caranmi s t candidates* Los 

Angeles Informan^^^B in discussing this organisation, staged that It was 
mainly an Arne ri ca^^^Wrati on of Labor organization which had been formed to 
bring pressure on various AP of L organisations to get rid of C ceramists and to 
eeass sponsoring candidates endorsed by the Gcsssnists* During this discussion 
this Informant was of the opinion that the then current unemployment in tho 
movie industry was furnishing fertile grounds for the Caciaurdsts, and he was 
of the opinion that if the unemployment and depressed production situation continued 
that the Ccnmunists would make more inroads into Hollywood labor or would at least 
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Motion Pictury Industry Council 



The "New York Times" of February 1, 1?UP, reported[that the Motion 
Picture Industry Council which had been established late in at the suggestion 
of Eric Johnston "to weld all elements of the industry into a solid front after 
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the enunciation of the airti-Cooinuniat hiring policy*, had been split wide open by 
the withdrawal of the Hollywood AF of L Film Council which represented AF of L 
notion picture unions, including the Screen Actors Guild and the International 
J Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees. The AF of L withdrawal was reportedly 
X due to the choice of Cecil B. DeUllle as Chairman of the Council succeeding Do re 
* S chary. DeUllle was described as a * persona nan grata" to the AF of L because 
of his dispute with the Federation of Radio Artists when he refused to pay a 
$1.00 assessment in 19hh on the grounds of political freedom. Subsequently, 
the American Federation of Radio Artists banned DeUllle from the air. This 
article stated that the withdrawal of the AF of L Film Council was "regarded as 
a severe blow to the Council since the avowed purpose of the organisation was 
, to unite film labor and film management in a solid front". 
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XXI. COKHUKIS? IHTILTRATIOH Of IBTEIXECTAL OROTPS 



« canonist Party Directive of 1936, at report ed by Confidential 

previously referred to herein which directed the Communist a to 
tlon picture industry. Included a specific call to the Coamniits 
requesting that they concentrate on the 10 -oalled Intellectual groups composed 
of directors, writers, artiste, actors, actresses, and highly paid technicians. 

Xn this field of Intellectual grouus, particularly aeong the writers and directors, 
the Comnlsts havj^b^m uoet successful and their Influence has been fdr reach- 
ing. According toflHBthe Communist activity In this field has been to work 
through front organizations which were not openly identified as Comranlet Party 
groupa but, nevertheless, were controlled or under the influence of the Party wsh 
through it* official membership. gp? 



^T^^rther substantiate the report of Inf ornant Confidential In- ^ 

fomant VHH^mH^of the Hew fork Office has related tha^Toart of the Comm- 
nlet Fart^^^generai program to infiltrate the notion picture industry 
penetrate the so-called Intellectual groups In Hollywood. According 
one of the key figures of the Communist Party In propagating this plan on?u- 
tratlng the Intellectual g roues Is John Howard Lawson. Lawson has bepn Identified 
as a Communist screen writer in Section I of this memorandum. 
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Infomant^Hreuorted that In 1930, In the Soviet Union there was set 
uo an organisation known as the International Union of Revolutionary Theatre. 

This group was the parent of a multitude of sub-organ Isa t Ions which, in the United 
States, were known as Workers* Theatres, Theatre Groupe, et cetera. The first group 
formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres was 
the League of Workers* theatres, created In Hew York In approximately 193P. During 
1934, Its name was changed to the Hew Theatre League. 



Hew Theatre Leej 



Inform&ntflj^Vhas reported that thin organisation set up a Hational 
Executive Board In I93o7 composed of representatives In the writing and directing 
field throughout the United Slates. Among the individuals who were associated 
with this group In an executive capacity and who have been active in Hollywood 
are John Howard Lawton, writer; Albert Malts, writer; Clifford Odete, writer; 

Jay Leyda, director; Lester Cole, writer; Herbert Blbennan, director; Trank Tuttle, 
director; J. Edgar Bromberg, actor; Lionel Stander, actor; and Donald Ogden Stew- 
art, writer. Of the above mentioned Individuals Lawson, Malts, Leyda, Cole, Blber- 
man, Tuttle, and Bromberg all have been Identified as Comranlete and their Comu- 
nlst afflllatlone are set out In Section I. Clifford Odets, according to 
Informant was one of the original orgmnlsore of the League of American Writers* 



Lionel Stander has been reported by Informant having been a mem- 

ber of the American League for Peace and Democracy, as wel^ae having been active 
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_ in the American league Against War and the forth American Committed 

J To lid Spanish Democracy. Informant ^^HKhae advised that Standar van at nns 
1 tlmo one of the moat act ire Common Ist^^^Tn a Hollywood professional set. Donald 
* Ogden Stewart, according to lnformant^H|V was a center of the League of American 
Writers, the American Peace Mob ill sat ion^fnt emotional Workers Order, Screen Wrltera 



Guild, Hollywood Wrltere Mobilisation and the Am 
cracy. Stewart has been identified hy Informant 






eague for Peace and Demo* 
hs a Commnlst* 



The American League Against War and fascism and the Inter 1 can League for i 
Peace and Democracy both are eubverslTe organisations and hare been declared «ub- 
versive within the purview of the Hatch Act. The forth American Committee To Aid f 
Spanish Democracy is a Comminist influenced organisation as is the International 
Workers Order, both of which hare "been referred to the Department for its consider- 1 
at ion under Executive Order Humber 9835, dated March PI, 1947. The Hollywood organi- 
sations with which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in this Section { 
of the memorandum. 

i 

League of American Writers \ 



another mobilising force in the cultural field which 



was active in the early 1930s in Hollywood, California, was the League of Ameri- 
can Writers, ^ib League of AmorlcAn Wrlterr. war. said to be a part of an Inter- 
national organisation of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a World 
Congress of Writers held in Kharkov, Russia, during fovembsr of 1930. 

, ■ *= —• * r * 

Soon after this Congress, there appeared in the United States groups of 
writers In the. larger cities who organised themselves under the direction of the 
^^^unlst Party Into what were called John Reed Clubs. According to Informant 
a convention. In January 1935, was held in few York City of the John Reed 
TTCT1. According to this source, the principal business transacted by this session 
was to call another Congress of writers which was to be held in few York City, 

April 1935. When this Congress convened, all John Reed Clubs we^a dissolved and 
in their place a much broader organi^tlo^ja^forme^rnown as the League of Ameri- 
can Writers. Confidential Inforrtant^m^H|fH^^|^relatod that at this first 
writers Congress, the Communist Party was openly represented and the Congress was 
under the direction of Earl Browder, at that time secretary of the Comimnist Party, 
USA. Soon after this meeting, the Hollywood motion pictures began to attract writers 
from all parts of the United States and in fact from all parts of the world. This 
resulted in the establishment of the Hollywood Chant arof the League of American 
£ Writers in the fall of 1935. According to In r orrant^|HP the purpose of this 
’ group was to bring the writers employed in the motloi^icture industry under the 
«• influence of the League of American Writers which at that time was the foremost 
Communist front organisation operating in the so-ealled Intellectual fields for 
the Coamnlst Party in the United States. Ha related that the efforts of this 
group were extremely successful which resulted in this branch- becoming, in a short 
time, the dominant unit of the League and ona of It a strongest propaganda instru- 
ments. 
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plated that up until the time of the ft lining wf the Hitler-Stall a 
Pact on August 33, 1939. the League of Amt lean Writers, including the Hollywood 
Chapter, worked out In the open and wae most eucceeifol In it a Communist activi- 
ties* Eow*7«r, following the signing of this Pact the League being completely 
under the control of the Connanlat Party changed its position from one of collec- 
tire security to Isolation which resulted in the League becoming very cautious and 
working practically in secret* This change In policy exposed the Lee^^t^^he 
public as a Communist front organisation* On July 17, 1947, Informant^H^Vur- 
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of American which was taken from the stationery of the organisation* 

According tflHHftthese officers wsre sleeted at the fourth Writers' Congres^h-ld 
In Sew Tork u^y^fune 4-S, 1941, for a term of two years* According tojfcMBKheis 
officers remained In office until the organisation went out of exist, ance n^^P*3* • 
The officers sleeted in June of 1941 # were the following: 



Theodore Dreiser 
Daschlell Hamnett 
Dona Id Ogden Stewart 
John Howard Lawson 
Albert M&ltt 
Merldel Leeeuer 

George Seldes 

Hichard Wright 
franklin folsom 



Honorary President 
President 
yie e President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 

vice President 



Novelist 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Writer for 
"New Masses" 
Editor of 
"In fact" 



vice President - Negro - Writer 
Executive Secretary 



The executive boa-d consisted nf 3$ members nf which 9 hav* Ccnaru.nl »t 
Party records •- In addition to these 9, the Honorary President Dreiser and the 
vice President Halts also have Communist records* 'These Coarunlst records are 
as follows: 



Theodore Dreiser 

The "Daily Worker", Co noun 1st newspaper, on July 30, 1945, carried tha 
following headlines: "Theodoae Joins The Conmnlst Party.” It stated "Dreiser, 

an outstanding novelist of the world, aunllsd for membership In the newly recon- 
stituted Comirunlst Party and was admitted by a unanimous vote of the delegates at 
the convention In New York City." Dreiser died on December 29, 1945. 

John Howar d__Lawspn 

•J The Communist Party affiliations of John Howard Lawson are set out In 

Section Z of this memorandum* . .. 

. “ a 

Albert Haiti 

a. 

The Coomnlst Party affiliations of Malts are also set out in Section Z 
of this memorandum* 
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Georgia Backus also known at Km. Harman J. Alexander 
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•at oat In Sectl 
pointed oat that 
Of flea, advised 
■The Life of Riley* 
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.gewo raadon. With regard to Backnt, it should ha 
a Confidential Informant of tha Ion Angelas 
Backus was In the c&et of the new radio play 
the Rational Broadcasting Company. 



Alvah Cecil Bosnia 



The Communist aff ljJntj^xLg_fiI M lhla M JjldIgldtt&l-^^ also set oat In S| C - 
memorandum. 

it «. »«e»Tt*ic«4 in March ol lit. U*l WII UII iraiWMPWimSffi^ 

era because of his activities in the studio strike and due to the fact tliat fol- 
lowing the strike. It became apparent that he was sympathetic with the Communist 
element* In 1936 Bessie fought In the ranks of the Abrahaa Lincoln Brigade end 
following the conflict, he wrote, "Hen In Bet tie *■ 

John Hilton Bright 

John Hilton Bright, a screen writer, has been identified through a high- 
ly confidential but noet delicate source on Rovember 4, 1943, as a member of the 
Rorthwest Section of the Los Angeles County Commnlst Party. At this time through 
this source, It was ascertained that he held the position of educational director 
of Branch & In the Party* 



- Laater Cole 

Lester Cole, who is a screen writer by profession, hae been Identified 
as a Berber of the Commnlst Political Association and the Commnlst Party. Ble 
Commnlst connect ion 8 are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 



Ruth McRenney 

Richard Branston also known as Bruce Mlntop 



Hath McRennsy, writer and the wife of Richard Bmuston, admitted member- 
ship in the Communist Party before a victory rally held in Washington, T>. C. on 
January 16, I94? t according to Sally Mnchmore of the Washington, D.C, Press Bureau* 
trough a highly confidential bat most delicate source, it wa* ascertained on Hay 
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Branch of the Communist Party to the Hollywood, California Branch and that hie wife. 
Rath Mctenney likewise transferred from the White Collar Branch of the Commnlst 
Party in Washington, D. C*, to the Communis* Party In Hollywood, , California. 



Ihe Los Angeles "Bally Raws* in the September 19, 1946, issue carried 
an article reflecting that Bruce Minton and his wife Ruth McRgnney were ousted 
from the Comnnniet Party* 








W, L* River 

River, who is employed a a a screen writer, has bean identified as a earn 
bar of the Communist Political Association nd the Coasunist Party. His Oamnnnist 
Party affiliations are sat oat in Section I of this maaorandts* 



Railip EdwasJ Stevenson 



* 



Stevenson, a novelist, playwright and short story writer, has been iden- 
tified as a member of the Oomaanlet Party and Communist Political Association* 

His Communist affiliations are sat oat in Section I of this memorandum* 

Teas Slesslnger, with alias Teas Shlesinger, also known as 
Mrs. Frank Davis 



Toss Slesslnger collaborated with Frank Davis on the screen play, "Claudia 
and David," for Twentieth Century Fooc. She has been identified through a very 
reliable but extremely delicate source on August 31, 19Ui, as a member of the North 
West Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association* The "Los 
Angeles Times", on February 23, 1 9k$, reflected that Itess Slesslnger died in Dp- 
land, California on February 22, 19b5* 



School for Writers 



^ ^^^eagua of American Writers established in Hollywood, according to 
Inf ormant the Hollywood School for Writers which acted as a subsidiary of tbs 
league of AmSnfcan writers and was Said to be a transmission belt whereby budding 
writers were developed along political lines following by the Leigue of American 
Writers and conditioned fbr eventual membership in the League as well as the Commu- 
nist Party* This School was established in October of 1939* An examination of its 
listed instructors and lecturers for 19^2-19 k3 reflects that the majority of them 
have been identified with various Communist Front movements. Many of them actual- 
ly were members of the Coasunist Party, such as John Howard Lawson, Quy Endore nd 
Dalton Trumbo, The Gonsunlst Party affiliations of these indlvldaals are set out 
in Section I of this memorandum* 



writers Mobilization 



According to Inforaant^^^^HH|HHHpaf the Los Angeles Office, 
the HollyiQo^Writers UbbillzatlflRnnotne^Xxsnoot of the league of American 
Writers. ^HJbtated that when the Communist Party line dunged with the invasion 
of Russia D^Aaolf Hitler on June 22, 19bl, it beeame necessary to dissolve such 
organisations as the Hollywood Peace Forma, the Hollywood League for Democratic 
Action, the American Peace Mobilisation and the Motion Picture Democratic Connittee 
which opposing the entrance of the United States into war* By Febraazy - 

of 19li2jV|^Htated these organisation had been "liquidated* and the Coonunist 

Party hJu^WcTared itself for Hill participation In the war* 

% • 








vti the Hollywood Writer* 
ictHHy came into existence 



The fir^^of theae to emerge, according to, 

Mobilisation. ■HP^elated that this organisation acl 

aarly in 1942. n^eta*ed that the personnel of the new organisation Included writer* 
la the motion picture industry who had heretofore been affiliated with the League 
of inert can Writers. The Chairman of this new organisation was Robert Hessen whose 
Comaist Party affiliations are set out in Section 1. Rot sen has also been act It* 
in the Screen Writers Guild, a Consnniet influenced group. 



Confidential Xnfornantl^^^B>f the Loe Angeles Office related that the 
following eight guilds sponsored tn^Hol lyvood Writers Mobilisation at the tlna 
it wae set up, and that each of these guilds was under Communis* Influence! 

1. Screen Writers* Guild 

2. Radio Writers 1 (Xilld 

3. Screen Publicists* Guild 

4. Screen Headers* Guild 

5. Screen Cartoonists* Guild 

6. American Newspaper GulU 

7. Independent Publicists' Guild 

8. Song Writers* Protective Association 

He related that while the total membership of these Guilds was approxi- 
mately 7,500, the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation wae operated by representative* 
or delegatee from these Guilds which number not more than twenty-five lndl- 
, vlduals as John Howard Lawson, Robert Roesen, Trends Faragoh and Herbert Bi bar- 
man, ill "of whoa he described as CommnlBt*. The Commniot affiliation* of all 
of these individuals with the exception of Francis Taragoh, are eet out in Section 
1 of this memorandum. He related that the organisation was a paper-type group 
which "stooged* for the Longue of American Writers, through which the latter con- 
tinued to operate as a propaganda agency for the Coaauniet Party. 



The announced purpose of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was to mobi- 
lise the writers in the screen Industry to assist in the war effort and particu- 
larly to assist the various Government and military agencies in the preparation 
of propaganda material for use either against the enemy or for general morale pir- 
poses at home.^^l^plascrlbed the organization's urinary purpose as b*lng the 
. providing of material for military Camp shows slanted to oroject the Comrsinlst 
line. Re further described it as a clearing house for Communist propaganda in 
Hollywood. 



Karo Connelly, one of the dominant figures in the creation of this or- 
ganlxatlon, in testifying before the Joint Tact Finding Committee on Un-American 
* Activities in' California on July 13, 1944, stated that the Bollywood Writers Mob! 
11 rat Ion "has been supplying the Office of War Information, the Army, the Hnvy, 
the USO end the Red Cross* with publicity material. ^ 



According to Informant! 



this organisation injected such phases of 
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Commanist propaganda Into its work aa the demand for a second f ’■ont , freedom for 
India, independence for Puerto Rico, racial equality and similar material which 
fostered the Comnuni3t Party program. 

In Kay of 1942, the Los Angeles Office learned that the publication of the 
Hollywood Writer? Mobilization known as the "Comnar.lque* was now captioned "Commini' 
que, Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense in Cooperation with — * OEM*. The 
publication was being mailed under the official Government frank which read H "Sxscru- 

O-C-C < «h» tVa VnaaUarl r\f lTrn.»Y»r-rtn/'»V Vb T» O tr A ID«rt +. TJ * C - 
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Official Business. Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Payment of Postage, $300 GHJ.* 
The Los Angeles Office obtained two copies of this pabllcation, one dated April 10, 
1942, and the other dated April 17, 1942. The April 17, 1942 issue is maintained 
in the files of the Bissau. .* 



Confidential Informant 
the following information concern 




f the Los Angeles Office reported 
nd o r this set up. Fe related 
that the head of the radio section of OKM at Washington was Beiriard Schoenfeld, 
who was a close friend of Carson Kanin, the Individual in charge of the film sec- 
tion of Q t jK. Michael Kanin, a brother of Garson and Kay Kanin, the wife of Michael 
are writers who were connected with the League of American Writers. Garson Kanin, 
according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Washington and told him that he, 
Kanin, had a brother and. sister-in-law who were in Hollywood. Fe stated that they 
were talented in writing and that they were very anxious and willing to b~ of assis- 
tance in the OKM. An a result of these contacts, Kay Kanin was out to wor': on a 
radio project preparing information being put out by the CKM. After which, Michael 
Kanin appeared and suggested that, they should get busy and contact the Hollywood 
League of American Writers and endea v er to have them prepare the information which 

was to be put out in the "Communique. * 

' — 

Mr. St. Washburne was contacted on October 13, 1942, at which time he 
advised that he. was appoi nted by Bernard ^S e^^^f gi Off ot^Sm erync y 
Management^ to bs^^n char^^^^S^ the tvw ftmation 

* ^la«t that s^rtl/Hh^lifc^i^SWis I tB 1 1 MS 1 ft li'av 

naeifcanin, Ring Lardner, Jr. and others to discuss the mean s of obt aining the aid 
of certain film writers to publicize those things whlchft-Efr 'of 

^Management, Information Divitrion, wished to give publicity in order that correct 
information could bo made known to the public by the best possible means. Fe 
stated that on this occasion the "Conmnipue", an information letter, va* decided 
upon as being the best method for this publicity. 

^ ^Mr. Wa shburJT % Mp§, 

" T-irn sh ingTon "PIC. i*Snd * obtain uTh o rTt y tT'puElIsfi the 

* *Comnunique n . articles for Communique" were written by the committee 
which wee composed of the aforem enti oned writers and others ^Jftid^Nfere submitted Cf* 

<r Mr. tfashbflhner Vashbu-neTelatfllf^Hfct krt articles which were taken 

mimeographed, assembled and distributed by his staff to member® of the Kilsi sri 
Cuild. According to the specific prupose of this information letter 

was to put information into the hands of the members of the Film Writers' Guild, 
with the "Idea that these persons would stop It* in the production upon which they 



*■ 

u> 



wr« working so that thin information would ha made available to tho outlie - and 
i would give proper publicity to those things which the Office of Emergency Ksnage- 
jt -mept felt should tyi publicised. Shortly after this coni t tee was formed t Vath- 
Afltotoft stated that ha was contacted by the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation who in* 

> xonned Me that their organisation had been set up for Just such a purpose and 
that therefore there was a duplication by the organisation and the commit toe* 
Consequently he related , that the conlttee became a part of the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization. He stated that the first eight editions o' the "Cornmnlquo* were 
prepared on paper furnished by the Office of Emergency Management and were mimeo- 
graphed ty the Office of Umerg^ncy Management Staff* Re also related that the 
first three editions of the "Communique* were nailed under the franking privilege. 

. « 

In March of 1943 the publication "Variety* reported that, the Coordina- 
tor of Inter-American iffalrs would irake transcript* of Office of War Information-* 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization radio programs for broadcast In foreign languages. 

The air show referred to was a radio program entitled "Free World Theatre Air Show*, 
which was lnetltuted and produced Jointly by the Office of War Infornmtion and the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. "Variety" also reflected that the Hollywood Vrltere 
Mobilisation held a meeting of forty writers to supply Ideas for this program under 
the Chairmanship of John Wesley, who has been Identified as a Comronlst and whose 
Communist Party affiliations are set out In Section I of this memorandum. The 
Pree World Theatre Program had such Individuals connected with It as Jay Gomey, 
Edward Ellscu and Henry Myers, writers of the propaganda musical comedy "Meet the 
People •" These individuals likewise have been Identified as Communists and their 
Communist connections are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 



Special service contact of the Los Angeles Office advised 

that the Hollywood Writers MoblllzaMo^alB^ffRo and produced a series of short 
propaganda plays for the OYI for use in Industrial plants and Army camps. Those 
assisting in this phase of activity included well-known members of the League cf 
American Writers, a Comnujliei front group. In addition, the Hollywood Vrltere 
Mobilization worked closely with Helsoi^Foynt*j^ho, until July of 1943, was coor^ 
dinator for Government film* for OWT. ^HjjjHjj^Htthela ted that the production of 
these film* was under the direct contr^^^HWWrervision of Poynter and that'Foyn- 
ter before accepting these films demanded a pro-Russian slant as a prerequisite to 
acceptance. He reported that Poynter associated himself with the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilisation and worked closely with Comsnnists Robert Rossan, Waldo Salt and Prank 
Tuttle, all of whom have been identified as Commnlsts In Section I of this memo- 
randum. Poynter* s office was discontinued in July of 1943. 

In conjunction with the University of California at Los Angeles the 
Hollywood Writers Moblliz^ion Jointly sponsored the Writers* Congress. 

Actually, according to ^H^thls Writers 1 Congress was tho Tifth Congress 
of the League of Amerlca^writers had become publicly branded as a Communist dominate! 
group. This Congress was held as scheduled and att ended b y some fifteen hundred . 
writers from all over the United States. Inf orman flHBfcelated that the Holly- 
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proceeding was established and maintained. Fa stated that the leading Coranlst 
writers ware said to have attended and dominated every session* 

The "Peoples Vo rid*, a west coast Connonist newspaper for Jan s 10, 1944, 
reflected that arrangement a were made between Robert Hi skin, Chief of the Overseas 
Vila Barman cf the OVI and the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, whereby the screen 
writers would assume responsibility for the production and writing of all docu- 
mentary files for oversea* distribution* "he program of files called for a "Pro- 
ject inn of America* series and a new group of Invasion files f-'r diet rlbut ion in 
Germany and the satellite countries, , 

The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation , according to the art ids, had sot 
up a working committee which was to consist of such well-known Coaefinlsts as John 
Howard Lawson and Robert Rossen, Identified In Section I o' this memorandum* 

In addition, such prominent Communist sympathiser* an Mare Connelly, Howard 3*ta— 
brook, John Houseman, Talbot Jennings, Howard Koch and Harry Tugend. all of whoa 
have been identified with Cocminist influenced or infiltrated groups previously In 
this memorandum were affiliated with till* committee. 



The August 7, 1944, Issue of "Variety - reported that a program of eleven 
short subject* and five newsreel bulletins had b*»en arranged for production by 
the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation* The article reflected that the films would 
be produced in various Hollywood studios with players from the Screen Actors 1 
Guild^ and writ eye. from the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. 



The pictures planned to be produced Included the followings "It’s 
l?urder, - "The Story With Two Undings," "When He Come* Home, 11 "So Tar So Good", 

^ Air . Trsnuufirt Commind, " anrt Paom Vftrlil t lift* Unr^si*^ 



*Waf1 A •TViwniffVi Wr» tO A ^ no A m S 

"«».«» * o»v« Mi UU|y> "Ut * . MWO # 



was written by Henry Blankfort. who ha* been identified a* n Communist, "The 
Story With Two Sidings - wa* to be written by Harold Buehman and Lou Solomon, 
both of whom were identified a* Conruniets. v When He Come* Home* wet to be writ- 
ten by Paul Trivers, Trlvcrs has also been lndsntlfled A* a CoEsninlst. "So far 
So Good" was being written bjr^Osear Saul, al*o identified a* a Communist. "World 
Peace Through World Trade - was to be written by 2d ward Wliscu, also identified 
as a Comnunlft. All of the above Individual* refer-ed to as Ccmrunist* have 
their Communist affiliation* set out in Section X of thl* mmorandum. 






According to Inf orcant^mV during the month of January, 1945, informa- 
tion wa* received that the Hollywoo^rrltar* Mobilisation, throng its connection 
with the Office of War Information, had become a part of What.*** officially called 
the War Activities Committee, Hollywood Division. Other Organisations officially 
affiliated with the Committee were the Screen Writers* Guild, Screen Directors' 
Guild, Screen Actors' Guild, and other similar type groups. y 

According to Inforaan^^^^^ln May of 1945, John Howard Lawson, one 
of the leading Comaunlsts in the Hoot ion picture Industry, was appointed by the 









Hollyvood Writer* Mobilization to net aa its representative as an observer at the 
United Ration* Conference. 

Confidential Informant the Lot Angela* Office stated that during 

the spring of 1945 the work of th^Hoilyvood Writer* Mobilisation In connection 
with the Office of War Information, Oversea* Bureau, vent into high gear a* a re- 
sult of a series of Conference* between Robert Riskln, Chief of the Bureau for 
OWI, and the Bollywood Writers Mobilisation, Editorial Committee on Orerseas 
Tiles. It should be pointed out that seven out of the fourteen members of the 
Editorial Committee were Identified as Communists, Including John Howard Lawson, 
Kelvyn Levy, Richard Coll Inn, Waldo Salt, Leonardo Bercovlcl, Arthur Blrnkrant, 
and Sidney ifeichnan. The Comninlet affiliations of those Individuals aro set out 
in Section I of this memorandum. 

Confidential Inf ormant ^Jj^^elated that beginning on Kay PI, 1945, 
the Hollywood Writer* Moblllzatlo^was to produce a series of radio programs over 
the Blue Ret work dealing with problems of the returning soldier e. The Committee 
producing this has been described as one strongly under the Influence of known 
Co main 1st* such as Louis Solomon. 



Confidential Inf orman tHUfelated that the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
zation has been active In suppor^ngand participating in the activities of • the 
Hollywood Independent Citizens Comrlttee of the Art.*, Sciences and Profess Ions, 
a Communist Infiltrated and Influenced organization. It also produced a quarter- 
ly magazine known as the "Hollywood Quarterly* In cooperation with the Universi- 
ty of" California at Loe Angeles* Included as one of the editors of this publication 
was John Howard L&wson, one of the Communist Party leaders in the film industry* 

Wolf related that other known Communists and Communist sympathizers were also 
affiliated with this publication in a lesser capacity. 



Informantj^H^P'elated that In addition, this organization ha* shown 
Russian propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theatre in Lcs Ang*l*s as well 
e* at other independent theatres in the Los Angeles and Follyvood area* Other 
known Cornmnlst front groups have al*o participated' In this type of activity* 



Following the elimination of the Office of War Informs t ion as a Gov*ra- 
* meat agency, the Hollyvood Writers Mobilize* ion devoted It* activities to the 
propaganda field through radio and publications. The official newspaper of the 
American Hewsnaper Guild in June of 1946 reflected that the Hollywood Writers 
^ Mobilisation had rendered numerous war services, among which were the followings 

c Documentary an4- short subject film* — 210 

■# Radio script* -1069 2 

War activity feature atorlea - 125 



Confidential Informant 
organization had narrowed Its ac 




related that this Coumnlst controlled 
Lvltles considerably, confining its function* 
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primarily to the radio fi«ld* 

sT 

A letterhead of th« Hollywood Writer* Mobilization dated January 0, 

! 1947 reflected that thora war* 71 par non* listed as members of the executive 
council of tha organisation as of that data* Twelve perrons on the executive 
council hare records of Commit t membership and 5 of the members of the editor- 
ial hoard hare alto been identified as Communists* The fol loving individuals 
are members of ths editorial board who has# been identified as Communists in 
Section Z of this memorandum 

Ring tardner, Jr* 

Asa Bordagea 
Cordon Kahn 
Bill Blowlts 



In addition Evelyn Humphreys has been identified as a member of tha 
Communist Political Association on January 16, 1945, through a very reliable 
but extreccly delicate source of information. The individual? whose names apr-a^r 
on the executive council of this organization that have been identified as Con- 
iccnista are as follovt; 



Sam Koore Second Vice Chairman 

Abraham X. Polonsky Secretary 
Pnuline Laub**r Pinn 



Bill Blowlts 
Richard Collins 
Jay _Gorney 
John Howard Lawson 
Leon MeAdov 

Kill lam ■?. Oliv-r a President 
Robert Rossen 
Bernard Vorh&us 
John Weber 



Radio writer 
Writer 

Secretarial work 

Screen writer 
Screen vTitar 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Los Angeles newspaper Guild 

Writer and Director 

Writer 

Writer 



Of the above listed individuals, Moore, Polone v y # Blowlts, Collins, 

» Goncey, Lawson and Rosecn have de«» idontifled in Section I as Gomans 1 *t». 

• '"he Communist connections of the remaining individuals are sot out hereinafter* 



Paul Lauher Finn 

Tinn waa identified through a veiy reliable but extremely d*lldate 
source as a member of t»e Coamunist rarty and/or member Of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association on June 30, 1944, August 31, 19*14, January 14, 1945, and Tern- 
ary 35, 1945* Through this same source in June of 1944 she vat identified as 
educational director of Branch 0 of tho Horthwest Section of -tha Los Angeles 
County Communist Political Association* 
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L*»on Meadow 
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Leon Meade v, a screen writer, was identified as of July 13, 1943, as a 
farmer scribe r of Branch 3, Section C of the Coreanist Party of Hew. York City ar.d 
on December 7, 1944^t^ansf^^re^t^2aren , s Group* lit Hollywood. This information 
was ob la nr mnt of the. Los Angeles Office 

[County Communist Party Headquarters* 

William g. 01 Ivor 




« 

Oliver was Identified through an extremely confident ial but very deli- 
cate source on March 8, 1944 as a member of the 3»st Hollywood Commnlst Club. 

As of Kovambjr 8, 1944, Oliver was reported to be the drama editor and critic 
of the "Los Angeles Herald Sxpress.* 



Bernard Yorhane 



Bernard Vorfcaus was identified through a very highly confidential but 
extremely deiiciite source on i»g< *♦ si ^ \944 t as having been a cessbci* of the 
Northwest Section of the Comnunlst Party of Los Angeles County on special leave 
prior to 1943. 



John Weber 

John Weber, a screen writer, was identified in 1943 as a member of the 
Corawinlst Part7 through an extremely confidential and most delicate source of 
information. He is a former president of the Screen Reader* Guild and at present 
is in charge of the writers department of the William Morris Booking Agency in 
Hollywood. Through an extremely confidential but mo**t delicate source of informa- 
tion, it was ascertained that during the sur.r.»r of 1946 his wife acted as organi- 
sational secretary of the Cultural Section of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party. 



A. The Writers Congress held at the University of Southern California 
at Los Angeles. Hot? mber 1-3. 1943 



Thn report cf the Joint Pact Finding Coa-lttee of the 5 c th California 
Legislature, 1945, reflects tl»at in August of 1943, under the auspices of the 

* University of California and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, a latter signed 

j by Marc Connelly and Ralph Freud as Co-Chairman of the Congress Committee, announced 

* the Writers Congress to be held at Boyce Hall, University of Southern California 

at Los Angeles from October 1-3, 1943. ^ 



Confidential Inf ormant the L'os Anr*les Office 

advised that while this Congress Writers Congress, it 

should have been called this due to the fact that many of the same Individuate 
who were in charge of directing the activities of the First, Second, Third, 
and Fourth Writers Congresses were also In charge of directing the affairs 

- 12 - 



HO 





Th® report of *h# Joint Fact finding Commit t*** of the F.Fth California 
Legislature, 1945, reflect* that a sutv'rflelal invest Igatlon of this Congress 
disclosed Its Cooj*initfc Inspiration And guidance. The report reflected that 
many of the name® Included in the Congress and the advisor? committee were 
■lunocents", clearly unaware of the Commniet Inters*** and purposes of thi* 
Congrea*. 



Confidential Inf omaat the Lot Angelas Office 

reported on January 5, 1945, that^ffir^Sffl^ea^!a^[t tended by approximately 
5000 writer* and operated through panel forum* and seminar*. He state! that the 
proceedings of the Congress were published by the University of Souther Califor- 
nia Press in 1944. He related that Immediately following the Congress, a Writer* 
Congress contlnua^^^i committee of 41 members was set up to handle the work 
of the Congress. HHprelatsd that 12 members of the continuations committee 
held membership in^ne Horthvest Section of the Communist Party of Los Angel#* 
County. They Are as follows! 



Bill Blowlti 

Sidney Bneh aa n 

Abram S # Arrows 
Richard Collins 
John Fovard Lawson 
Melvin Levy 
losef Mischel 
Sam Moore 
Meta Reis 
Robert Roseau 
71ctor Shapiro 
Louis Solomon 



The Communist affiliations of these Individuals are set out In Section 
I of this memorandum, with the exception of Rei# and Shapiro. 




tit the University of Southern California Press advised 
Agents of Office, who Interviewed 
1947, that the Hollywood Writer* Mobilization had 

advised that the Hollywood Qiarterly which was published by the-j.Universit^cJ 
California and the Hollywood Quarterly Associates would continue to be 



published by the Hollywood Quarterly Association, which organization had 
taken over the affairs of the Hollywood Writer* Mobilization* 



Hollywood Community Radio 



Confidential Inf orman ^jjjjjjip?*** advised that the Follywood Community 
Radio group is composed of a number of individual* who are known Communists and 





Coomnlit sympathisers, any of whom v«rt ac+lve members of !|h,* Hollywood Wr Iters 
Mobilisation. Among the known Communists on the Board of Directors of this 'organl 
satlon aret Hjr Kraft, screen writer and Abraham L. Polonsky, screen writer. [ 
The Co rani et affiliations nf these individuals are set oat in Section I of this 



Informant has related that this group Is endeavoring to obtain 

a license for a radl^j^tion in the vicinity of Los Angeles. According to Con- 
fidential Inf ormant^HH If this permit is granted and the radio station set 
up, it will be ran anc^perated by the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and will 
be an outlet for the Communist oropaganda dlssenlnated by this group. 

"he Federal Communications Commission is conduct in* hearings relative 
to the establishment o r this radio station. As you will recall, the Comnunlrt 
connections the individuate affiliated with this group have be^n 
to the Fsd*»ral Communications Commission by this Bureau. 

People *s Educational Center, also known as The Los Angeles Educational 



Association. Inc. 

The People* ■ Educational at a meeting on D*cs»- 

ber 19*, 1943. Confidential Informant the Los Angelas 

Office who was e plant informant, a mim«ogra'oh*d letter 

written to the students of the Los Angeles Workers School, an organ of the Com- 
aun 1st Party on tfovenber 29, 1943, advising that the Workers School had been 
an active participant in the fonatlon of the People*s Educational Center and 
had attempted to aid its organisation and growth. 'This letter urged students 
of the Workers School to support the People's Educational Center. 



From 



It was ascertained that an executive committee 
meeting wairneia on January 3, 1944, at which Max Silver, then organisational 
secretary, brought up the question of the People's Educational Center and stated 
that the Workers School had decided to cooperate officially with the People's 
Educational Center and that eventually the Workers School would be closed entirely. 
Subsequently the Workers Schopl was discontinued by the A Consunlst Party. 

The People's Educational Center was incorporated under the laws of 
the State of California under the name of the Los Angeles Educational Association. 
Inc., wherein it was described as a non-profit educational club organised for 
the purpose of realising through study and education the ideals of democracy 
and aid, through education, in the accomplishment of an enlightened and harmonious 
coranity. <v* ^ . 

Through Confidential Informant 

BHHHHftpo manual s t Party Headquarter* in Los Angelas, it war ascertains 
T^^^Wng of the board of directors of this organisation' was held on January 25, 
1947, at which time Mr. 31dney Davison, director of the school, announced that 
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during the school year of 1946, enrollment had Increased *0 ^er cent and th^it 
i in the fall term of 1945 , there were enrolled 553 individuals who took 635 
I classes. A total of 1608 Individuals took 3056 clashes during the war. The 
^ school as o f that time was self-supporting and all debts had been paid off. 

The school 1 * catalogue for th- to are r of 1947 reflects that there 
are no formal entrance requirements for attendance of this ehhool. The regu- 
lar fee for a course Is $6.00 excart for certain designated courses. There are 
8t-.t forth hereinafter the members of the board of trustees and teaching staff 
of the People's Educational Center as reflected In their 1947 catalogue! 

Board of Trustee* 

t 

Dr. Leo Blgelnan. President, Through a highly confidential but most 
delicate source on January 16, 1945, It was ascertained that Bigelran was a Corn- 
runlet. Bigelman 1* a medical doctor by profession practicing medicine In Holly- 
wood. He is described as a teacher and lecturer on social, economic and political 
question. 



Helmer Bergman. Vice President. Bergman, who is a member of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 40, APL, is teaching the courts 
known as "Trade Union Principles and Practices. - Bergman's Columnist affiliations 
aro set out in Section I of this memorandum. 



Maurice Howard. Secretary-Treasurer. Howard, who 1* the business agent 
. of the Screen Cartoonists Guild Is teaching a course known as "History of the Am- 
erican Labor Movement. - On February 26, 1945, It was ascertained through a very 
reliable but most delicate source that Howard was a Commnlst. 

•e 



Sidney Davison. Director . Davison, the director, teaches a course at the 
school known as "Review of the Week," He has been identified through a highly con- 
fidential but most del lea* i^sOTU^^a»^^<rurren^Tnrvber of th*» Communist Party in 
Los Angeles, as well by the toe 

Angeles Office who Kor+heaet 

Community Club, Commnlst Party 



„ Dr. Jack Aglra. Agin* Is a medical doctor practicing In Hollywood. He 

. has not been definitely Identified as a member of the Comnnnlst Party. However, 
his wife, Minna, was identified as a current member of the Communist Party through 
a swot reliable but very delicate source on May 25, 1947. 

George Bailer . Beller, who la an accountant and an auditor, has bean 1- 
dectlf led through a most reliable but very delicate source on. May 35, 1947, am a 
current Beebe? of the Communist Party. ** 

Dorothy Connelly . Through this same source Dorothy Connelly has been 
Identified as a member of the Wllshire-TalrfAx Club, 16th Congressional District 
Comninlst Party, Los Angeles County. 

113 
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Q*ll*gh*r . la 1938 , Gallagher was a candidate for the office 
i of Secretary of State In California on the Conunlst Party ticket. Re it an 
* attorney associated with the law fir* of Kats, Gallagher, and Hargolis, which 
^ law fir* handles the legal business of the Comeanlet Party in Los Angeles* 



Sanford _Goldney * Goldner has been identified _by 
• nald confidential Informant of the Los Angeles Office 



Tly 

‘eeearcn director Ih iharge of the I»oe Angela* Office - CIO and also teaching 
a coarse at the school known as "Current Problems of Jewish Life. 11 



Sondra Gorney . Sondrs Gorney writes movie reviews for the "Dally 
People** World", a vest coast Communist newspaper and 1* the wife of novle 
script writer. Jay Gorney « The Commnlst affiliations of both Sondra and 
Jay Gorney are set out in Section I of this memoranda*. 

Willi* J. Hlll f Hill is the president and general representative 
of the Carpenters Union, Local 634. Fe has not been identified &* a comber 
of the Communist Party. 



Robert Lees. Lee* Las bera actively writing in the motion ricture 
Industry for the oast 12 years, liaving been identified with the Paramount 
Studios. On Janury IS, 1945, a very reliable but cost delicate source 
identified Lees as a Communist. 

/ranee* Hi Ulna ton. Millington ha* not been identified a* a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Carl Eton Mo*s. Carleton Mo** i* a negro screen writer who ha* not 
been identified ao a Communist Party member. Moss is teaching a course at 
the school known ae "The Negro in World Affairs." 

Herbert Sorrell . Sorrell*® Communist Party membership 1* net out 
in Section I of thic memorandum. There is no information indicating that 
he is currently a member of €h* Communist Party. 



Prank Tuttle. Tuttle, a motion picture director and writer, la 
at present touching a ccurse known a* "Motion Picture Direction." Fie 
Conmnlet Party affiliation* are set out in Section X of thl* memoranda*. 



Celia Wlllby . Willby in 1945 was on organiser for the United 
Office and Pr oX£*£l£nal Workers of America. CIO. Local 9 and Local 178 In 
Loe 

identified WillbyonSepteHe^7^194^^a^f^oBunis^i!^oll^ood^^ 
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Staff 



Lillian RlriPi . Sacretary. HI pm* was Identified through a very rellar- 
ble bat most delicate scares as a Comranlst on January 1G, 1945* Sh* was also 
Identified by this source a* a current member of tbs Co satirist Party In ths 
Commnlty Subsection In Hollywood, California* It Is Information was verified 
by Informant who is a member of tbs Coaaanlst Party In Los Angeles* 

Hs stated thl^Wrini: 1946, Rlpps was a member of ths chalrnan 1 * council 
Coasunlty Subsection, Hollywood Section, Coamnlet Party. 

Tvonne Shepherd . Registrar. On Pehruary 11, 1947, a very reliable 
but most delicate source produced information Indicating that Shepherd .^^^rear 
had bee n recruited Into the Communist Tarty by Pettis Perry. Inforrnantj^H^Hfc 
Iso Identified Shephenl as a member of the Communist Party. 

Teach in* Staff 



Other member* of the faculty Included the following: 

Mima Mrlns 1* the Coordinator for the course, "Car-ent Problem* cf 
Jewish Life.' 1 She ha* be^n Identified a* a current member of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood by a most reliable end delicate source on May ?5, 1947. 

Alvnh Bes«le taaches a course on, "How to r*ad a Book." She Is a 
novelist, screen writer and critic. Her Communis* affiliations are set out 
in Section,! of this memorandum. 

■„ Herbert B Herman teaches a course at the school In "Motion Picture Di- 

recting." He is employed In the motion picture industry a* a director, writer 
and associate producer. His Communist Party affiliations are cet out In Section 
I of this memorandum. *“ 

William Blowlts teaches a course in the school on '’Publicity and Pub- 
lic Relations." Blnvltz who is a Communist has been referred to in Section I 
where his Communist affiliations are set out. y 

Morris Browda teaches a course on "How to Listen to Hit sic." Browda who 
Is a Communist, In described in Section I where his Comrunlet Party affiliations 
are set out. 



Bonnie Claire teaches a coarse on "Political Organisation, Its Principle* 
and Practices." Clairs has be-n Identified by a most reliable but very delicate 
source on January 16, 1945, as a Comulst. .» 4. 

Edward I. Dnyt rrk teaches a coarse In school on "Production Preparation." 
He Is a director and producer In the motion picture industry; currently working 
for RIO Studios. Drytrk who has been Identified as a Communist, is discussed 
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in Section Z where hit Communist Party affiliations are let out* 

C Our Isidore it an author and tcreen writer. He teaches a course in the 

school on "The Modern Hovel. * Endore'e Communist affiliations are set out in Sec- 
tion I of this memorandum* 

Leonard Felg who has been identified through a highly reliable but 
▼ary delicate source as a current member of the Coommnlst Party, teaches a course 
on "Political Economy II." He has bean identified as a former member of the ezecu- 
tire board. Local 6. International Longshoremen's ami Warehousemen's Union from 
1942 to 1945. He was also a member of Local 302* International Brotherhood of t 

Electrical Workers. 

• 

Carl Foreman on August 1. 1944* was identified through a reliable but 
most delicate source as a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood. Foreman 
at present teaches a course on "Screen Writing II. • 

Qeorge Class was identified as a Communist on January 16. 1945 and 
February 26, 1945 by a most reliable but very delicate source of information. 

He at present teaches "Publicity and Public Relations." 

Cordon Kahn has been employed in the motion picture industry as a 
screen writer and also as a feature writer for the "Atlantic Monthly." Ee is at 
present teaching a course in "Screen Writing III.* On January 16. 1945 and on Februr- 
ary 26r 1945, Hahn was identified as a Communist by a Tory reliable but most 
delicate source of information. 

'*+ 

Hurray Kornrrold teaches a course in the school on "The Science of Society. 1 
He ie a labor Journalist who has been act ire in the Liberal Theater Movement. 

He formerly wrote articles for "Stare and Stripes. * H« has been identified through 
a most reliable but very delicate source as a current member of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles. 

Eatherln* MftTurnjm teaches a course in "Three Economic Doctrines — 
Malthas, Karx and Hanson. ■ She formerly was a teaching assistant in the Depart- 
ment of Economics at the University of Southern California and also taught 
economics at the California Labor School in San Francisco. She has been identi- 
fied through a most reliable but very delicate source as a current member of 
x the Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

l Arnold Me aches is a free lance advertising artist and studio sketch 

artist. H* teaches a course in "Drawing and Fainting I.* Hie Oosmmniet affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

Allan Metcalf teaches a course in "Political Organisation. Its Principles 
and Practices." ig a former director of the Southern California Comoitt«|e 
to Win the*Peace. a Communist influenced group. Metcalf was identified by Infor- 





- the ^o* Angeles Office, a • a Communist fonct ionary la lea Angela* 

1 at the present time and as a currant member of the Coamnist JWrty. 

f Abrnham Olkan teaches a course on "Currant Problems of Jewish Life.* 

Be Is manager of the Los Angelas ■Horning Pretheit" Asaociatlon^H^iafl been 
Identified through Confidential Informant ■ fl|^H|fl||HBand 
who are act Ire members of the Hollywood 

member of the Communist Party. In addition he was also Identified as a Communist * 
and a current member of the Comunlst Party In Los Angeles through a moat relia- 
ble but delicate source of Information. 

Sylvan Pasternak teaches a course In "Public Speaking and Parliamentary • 
law. ■ Hg was formerly the business agent of Local 1421, United Electrical. Radio 
and Machine Workers of America, CIO. Although he has not been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party, hia wife Eleanor Fhsternak has been identified 
as a current member of the Communist Party through a most reliable but very deli- 
cate source of Information. 

F (va.a:rstta Paths teaches a course in “Ceramics, Beginning and Intermedi- 
ate." She is a dancing teacher and dancer who established her own ceramics studio 
In Hollywood, about tvo years ago. Her Communist Party affiliations are set out 
in Section I of this memorandum which identify her as a current seraber of the 
Comnuni9t Party in Log Angeles. 

Margaret Rom who is running her own Theater Workshop in Hollywood, 
teaches a ^course in “The Theatre and Its History. 1 She has been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party and her Communist connections are set out in Sec- 
tion I of this. memorandum. 

Joha Saafard Who is the author of several novels, tenches a course on 
“The Modern -ovel. 1 Sanford who is a Coam-nist has been referred to in Section I 
of this memorandum, where his Communist connections are set out. ' 

Ruth Marrow SladA is a former editor of the Southern California labor 
Herald. She v?.» formerly publicity director for the Russian War Belief and most 
recently has held the position of executive secretary of the Civil Right* Con- 

* gress^Slade ha* been identified as a Communist by Confidential Informant 

* ■■■[^Pbf the Los Angeles Office who was a former executive in the Part^xl^^^ 

* TJJ^o^ngeles area, but was told not to register for a membership in 1947, 
f but to devote his tj.me to the affairs of the unions. 

5 > 

f Hal Smith was formerly a director of the federal Theater Project in 

^lew fork and worked for the San Francisco Union, as well as the Worker* labora- 
tory Theaters. Smith who is s screen writer teaches s course in - Scr39n Writing I. 1 
Smith' who has been identified as a Communist is referred to lq Section I of this 
memorandum where his Communist Party affiliations are set out. 
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Lory Tltelman is a forner director of the Child Care Bur eery School 
^at Santa Monica, who teaches the Pre-School Age Child. She has been identified 
1 through a highly confidential but very delicate source, as a Communist. 



lloyd Van Dyke is a past president of local 1421, United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO* Ha teaches a course at the school 
entitled "Trade Union Principles and Practices* ■ In Kay of 1946, Tan Dyk e was 
iden tified as a number of the C pccminist P arty by Confidential Informantsf 

f and __ 

h the los Angeles area* 




who axe functionaries of the Communist 



During the summer tern of 1947 between 65 and 75 instructors and guest 
speakers participated in the suarer session of the People* s Educational Canter* 

Of these, the above described individt^^^as noted have been identified as 
Communists. According to Informant the People's Educational Center is 
regarded by the Communist Party and th^fioTlywood Section thereof as a Communist 
School and at each torn the Communist Party members in the Hollywood Section are 
urged to attend this school to aid in the development in their particular field, 
as well as political development. There are Winter, Spring, Sumner and Pall 
terms at the School. The faculty of these schools vary each term, according to 
available personnel. 

Lincoln Conminitv Book Center, also known as Lincoln Book Shon 

The records of the Los Angeles County Clerk's Office in Los Angles, 
California, reflect that on July 16, 1943, Eugene Bead, Hollywood, California, 
had the name' of The Lincoln Book Shop filed as a fictitious business name* Reed 
indicated that he intended to operate the business alone* The August 7, 1945 
l£sue of the "Daily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper contained 
a feature article revealing that the Lincoln Book Shop yon Id open at 1721 North 
Highland Avenue, on August 8, 1943, The shop was to be operated by Jack and 
Jessie Reed* Through a most reliable and very delicate source on Au^ist 31, 

1944, it was ascertained that Eugene Reed was & Communist and a member of the 
Communist Political Association in Los Angeles* 

Information was obtained through this same source pn January 15, 1945, 
that Eugene John Reed and Jessica Heed were members of the (tomnranist Political 
Association in the Northwest Section thereof* The report of the Joint Pact Find- 
ing Conslttee of the California Legislature on Un-American Activities for 1947 
reflects that In September 1943, the Lincoln Book Shop had been designated by 
• the los Angeles County Communist Party for the sale of Communist literature to 

-the clubs of the Communist area located in the Hollywood area* 

. .... 

The records of the County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflect that on 
March .5, 1945 the Articles of Incorporation of a group known as the Lincoln Coi^ 
munlty Book Center, a non-profit, non-stock membership group ware filed with the 




i oecretary oi otaie in California. The purpose and object 
1 educate the people, of Hollywood. The persons executing t 

^ j _ i i . 



included : 



Samuel Freeman of 1962 Glencoe jay, Hollywood, 
was identifiod^as a CoT vnunist on February 7j 1944 through 

who furnished information obtaine 



Anrfi Ips 
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Association in 19 



by vonfiden 



ormant revealed that in August of 1945, Goraon was noma na log lor the State 
Canmittee of the Comaunist Party but was not elected inasmuch other leading 
cc^ades^ritiaize^jerfor being bureaucratic. Through the information obtained 

a paid relia ble informant of the Los Angeles Office 

Party in Los Angeles, was 
had been dropoed from the membership 
because of a ,u ri£ht opportunist disagreement'’. 
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Angeles Office advised that the officers now serving cn behaT^^^TTTe Lincoln 
Community Book Center were John Howard Larjson, President; ./aldo 5*»lt, Vice Presi- 
dent and lJiri am Togan, secretary. The Communist background of both Lawson and 
Salt, who are screen writers in Hollywood has been set out in Section I of this 
memorandum.' liiriam Logan, the secretary, was identified as a member of the Coo*- 
munist Party at San Pedro, California from June 1944 until December of 1946 by 
Bessie je Ford, a member of the Communist P rty who is an informant of the Los 
Angeles Office. 



Confidential lnforuant^^^^^B oi* the Los Angeles Office, who is a 
functionary of the Corjmunist Purt^^^^ffl^ area, advised that frorj 1945 through 
April 1947, the Lincoln Book Shop was the cutlet of Larxist and .Communist liter- 
ature in Hollywood, California and that all clubs of the Hollywood Section Cocmu- 
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This same informant advised on Llay 1, 1945> that this book center was 
closed because of its poor financial condition. He stated that as cf July 1947, 
the Communist Party does not maintain a book shop in the Hollywood area indicating 



that the Communist subsections in the Hollywood area presently obtain their lit- 



erature fraa the home of Clarence L-. Ricklefa, 9B4 Palm Avenue, Los Angeles. 






























* Ricklefs is literature director for the Coanunity Subsection, HoUjrwood Section 
^ of the Communist Party. 

The Lotion Picture Democratic Committee 

The "Studio Call" official organ of the Conference of Motion Picture 
Arts and Crufts, for June 30, 1938, stated that th* Denocratic Committee was a 
progressive political organization which should have the support of every employee 
of the motion picture industry. A full page advertisement appearing in this paper 
gave the aims of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee as follows: 

. i 

1. To support and extend the Nev: Deal nationally; to 
bring a new deal to California. 

2. To remove from office all those officials who have 
made the government of California a government by 
the corporations. 

3- To effect and maintain complete political freedom 
vdthin the motion picture industry. 

4. To aid in uniting all progressive forces t.ithin the 
Democratic Party, convinced that a liberal victory 
can be acheived at this time only by working within 

~ the Democratic Party. 

5. * To coonerate with all groups and persons who are i 

working to re-establish democracy in the State, and 
oppose all movements which lend to split the 
progressive forces in California. 

6. To support those candidates who on the basis of their 
records are best qualified to forward these aims. 

Eugene Lyons on page 289 of his book, "The Red Decade 11 stated: "The 

!:otion Picture Democratic Caomittee, a front for otaliniat fund raising, had no 
trouble rounding up seventeen hundred members." Kena *i. Vale, an admitted Commu- 
nist, in 1940 made a sworn statement in which she stated that perhaps the most 
bazaar flourish given to the Olsen for Governor campaign was provided by the fresh 
ideas and naive politics of the Uotion Picture Democratic Committee, called by 
those who still ventured to express their dislike of "HollywQpdrdtis . " The motion 
_ Picture Democratic Committee was conceived and delivered by ^)ie Los Angeles County 
Political Commission of the Communist Party in the spring of 1938, in the hone of 
A1 Lane, 3939 Denker, Avenue. i 

Confidential Inf ormant the Los Angeles Office, 

referred to the August 1935 speech o!^ueorg^uSitro^ head of the Caumunist Inter- 
national, as the famous "Trojan Horse" speech. Announcing the united front 
program of the Communist Party, he stated that as a* part of this program the period 





known as the "popular front 11 was brought about with the August 23* 1939 signing 
of the Hitler-Stalin Pact. He related that ma ny of these fronts which were 
formed during this period were established to influence and support the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. He referred to the "collective security" proposal 
and that the Communists everywhere were Instructed to drop all revolutionary 
ideas and pose as liberals taking oart in gll established government affairs. 

He stated that in the United States they were instructed for voting purposes, to 
support the candidates of the Democratic Party. He related that they were to 
assume a "liberal" position and vcork to get themselves into any oositions in poli- 
tical circles where they could use their positiona^r.d influence to create and gain 
support for the policies of the Soviet Union. Wj^H^elyted that in following this 
line and this oolicy, the Communists in the HofUJavocd .aotiou picture industry 
met ud the Motion Picture Democratic Caanittee. He related that durin. the .year 
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California and particularly in the Hollywood area. However with the signing of 
the Hitlcr-btnlin Pact, he stated th.t the Hollywood ;~ot5.on Picture Denocratic 
Committee changed its line shortly thereafter, at which time it began c lling 
the President a :, war monger" and that he was dragging the United states into the 
"Imperialistic" war. 



Karlv in 1940, according to Im’orrasnt^^H^Pthe motion Picture democratic 
Committee was working in cooperation with the <caerican peace crusades rad sponsored 
peace meetings throughout Southern California. He atateu th t the organisation 
issued a "newsletter" dated ilarcli 26 , 1940, calling attention to a ".cncck-out 
■script" written by- Michael Hlankfort, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph Fields, Paul frivers, 
Carl breher, Cyril Kramer and okayed by the Hollywood Peace Council. This was 
t.p be oresented at a rally at the Olympic Stadium on April 6, 1940, under the banner 
"America Declares Peace." 



According tc^^H^this was the last meeting: at which the motion Pic- 
ture Defacers tic Committef^ctively participated. In the publication ’V.ed Fascism" 
compiled by Jack Tenney, California State Senator and Chairman of the California 
Joint Pact Finding Committee of the 5oth California legislature, information is 
set out th.t the following persons were officers of the motion xicturt- Democratic 
Couinittee in 193V and 1940. The official stationery of this organiuition also 
reflects the same data. 
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Philip Dunne 
Melvyn Douglas 
.Miriam Hoot ins 
John Ford 

Im* nh \r 
.•4«iui a xw« l-WI 

Cordon Rigby 
Herbert K. Sorrell 
Harold Buchfaan 
A1 C ay a 
John Cromwell 



Chairman 

First Vice-Chairman 
fecond xy ?.<V'-Ch airman 
Third Vice-Chairman 
JvCrst" rv 
Treasurer 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 



bereen r.riter 
Screen actor 
Screen actress 
Motion picture director 

.iV 4 t nw 

writer 

Labor .official 
bereen writer 
Tc:unster Union 
Actor a'td director 




f’orval Crutcher 



John tiree 
Edward Hussa 

Irving ; ichel 
Gloria iituort 
Fran.: Puttie 



Executive Beard Member 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 

Executive Beard member 
Executive Board member 
Executive Board uauber 



■Secretary of Technicians 
Guild Ho. 6 
Labor leader 
Labor leader, uet Direc- 
tors Guild 
Lcrcen director 
bereen actress 
bereen writer arid direc- 
tor 



i!aurice Mirphy, Harold 3uchman, Herbet K. Sorrell, Dorval Crutcher, 
end Fran:: Tuttle have been identified as being affiliated with the Couvaunist 
* arty either o-st or present and their Co.aaunist connections are set out in 
Section 1 of this ..uuor* nlvja. 



Phil ip Dunne 

Philip Dunne, as reported in an affidavit given by uei a Vale, a former 
member of the Cormur.ist Party before the Asseably Fact Finding’ Co unit tee on Ln- 
American Activities in California, on November 9, 1942, was a screen writer and 
representative of the Motion Picture uemocratic Committee, as well as a ;ne.aber 
of the Los Angeles County Political Commission of the Communist Party. 



Maurice Thomas -urnhy 



Murphy, according to the records of his local draft ooarri, r.hich is 
,3oard Number 247, Beverly Hills, California, was an actor for 19 years. He has 
been treated for epilepsy since 1935* Through a most reliable but very delicate 
source, murphy was identified on Uay 19, 1947, as a member of the Northwest oec- 
tlon of the Hollywood section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. 

Cordon illirby 



The Hollywood trade loagazine "Variety’ 1 for oeptaab-=r 12, 1945, reflected 
that Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Hicby retired from tne Army after 4 years of ser- 
vice v:ith the dignal Corp. The "Variety" also reflected that he was a veteran 
of world .Var 1 and an ex Hollywood writer and director at Columbia studios. 
According to a most reliable but very delicate source Cordon .iigby, on August 31» 
1944, was a member of the Coamunist Political Association, Northwest oection, 

Los Angeles, California, who had been on special leave from the Cauvaunist Party 
since bf fore December of 1942. 



Hollywood Democratic Committee 






The* Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential Informant 
as set uo in January 1943. The aims and purposes of this organization were 
wn - by & circular issued at the tine of the organization meeting held on Jan- 
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They were as rollons 



uary 14, 1943. 
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1. To support national, state and local legislation essential 
to victory in war. 

2. To clarify political issues in relation to the war effort 
and to promote discussion and education for this purpose. 

3. To support candidates who are best fitted to serve a nation 
at war and who sedc office on a "win-the-war"* platform. 

4. To cooperate with other organizations in Los Angeles and 
throughout the state and nation, whose aims are similar to 

our ovm. • 



Confidential Inl'ormant^^^Hln referring to this new organization, stated 
th-'t for all intents and pur >oses iOaa nothing but the revival of the ilotion 
Picture Democratic Couimittee previously discussed in this section of this .memo- 
randum. According toH|H| the activities of the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
during the time of it^^Sstence coincided with the line of the Cammunist Politi- 
cal Association, vihich was ’’collaboration with capitalism” because ofUi^ieeds 
of the Soviet Union for assistance, . On September 25., 19a3, lnfoman^B^B-elated 
that the activities of this organization were confined largely to th^Win politi- 
cal field, such as putting pressure on law makers, local and national, ana to nave 
legislation passed which was either soonsored or supported by tae Co.uaUaist ele- 
ment in the United States, particularly in the Hollywood area. He stated that 
.this oressure was exerted in two ways, (1) by forcing delegations to visit law 
raakerd in ari attempt to intimidate them, and (2) by a campaign of written propagan- 
da circulated among labor unions and other organizations and the setting up of 
"boumittees or correspondence," the puroose of which was to flood the Congress with 
letters demanding the passage of measures which fell in line with the program of 
the CaTucunist Party at that time. 



On July 26, 1944, letterhe- ds and literature issued by the Hollywood 
Democratic Corruiittee reflected the following persons were elected officers for 
the coming year. 



Marc Connelly 
John Crorawell 
Gene Kelly 
2. 7. Harburg 
Korval D. Crutcher 
Albert Jekker 



Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 



This sane literature reflected that the organization had an executive 
board of 88 members. Of this number 22 have been identified as Communists through 
information obtained by the Los Angeles Office, through a most reliable out very 



•f delicate source. Of the 22 known Caamunists, the following individuals whose 
; Connunist P*rty affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum, have 
■ been identified with the motion picture industry. 



Margaret Bennett .Villa 
Herbert Biberraan 
Henry Blankfort 
Sidney Robert Buchman 
Korval Dixon Crutcher 
Edward Daytryk 
Mdviard McCreary Gilbert 
Donald Alexander Gordon 
Louis Harris 



Mrs. Kora Hellgren 
Rex Ingram 
Donald Key King 
John Howard Lawson 
Barbara Alexander Myers 
Samuel Badisch Ornitz 
Mortimer Jilliaa Pomerance 
Herbert K. Sorrell 



In addition to the above listed Communists it was also known that such 
prominent Communist Party figures in the motion picture industry as Frank Tuttle, 
motion picture director, vjer^also active in this group. It has also been reported 
by Confidential Informant thr.t John Garfield, the pro-Co^mnis^ictor^Jus 

associated with this group^^Cnr field has been identified by as 

a member of the Co.;imunist Party. Garfield also, according nas 

been affiliated with the Youn^ Caamunist League, the Hollywood Anti-iiazi^eugue 
both of which were Communist front groups. 

During 1944 the Hollywood Democratic Committee grew to be one of the 
"most import^i^^olitical groups in Southern California, according to Confidential 
Inf orann He reported th*t this was primarily due to its connection with 
the motio.^Sicture industry and the prestige derived therefrom. 

This organization continued its oolitical activities in the 1944 elec- 
tions and announced that it \r s to become a oermanent group, cooperating r.ith 
and supporting the Political Action Committee and other progressive groups in 
politics. 



On January 25, 1945* the "Daily ..'orker'’ carried an article reflecting 
that 100 Hollywood leaders sent a wire to President Roosevelt, requesting hir to 
terminate the proceedings against Harry Bridges. The article reflected that the 
action was taken at a dinner sponored by the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Among the signers of this telegram were Coi.nunists and many individuals who have 
* sunnorted the Ca-aunist movement in Hollywood. This article reflected that John 
Howard Lawson, writer; Jack Moss, producer; and Dalton Trumbo, writer, all known 
■i Communists in Hollywood, were among the signers of this coomunl cation. These 
individuals identified as Communists above are referred to in Section 1, where 
their Communist affiliations are set out. 

On June 6, 1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, at which time the name of this group was changed 
by unanimous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 




The Independent Citizens Conmittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
a non defunct organization, was formed under the influence of Communists and Coat- 
munist sympathizers and was supported throughout its existence by the Communists 
and the Conmunisb press. Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., a member of the National Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, on August 11 , 1945 * read recommendations to the Lew 
Y ork State Convention of the Communist Party of those indivlduala who had been 

4iUiiUlklUCU 1V1 U l 1*3 HCIf 1U1IV JVdbC V>UUIUU UbCC« V>UU^rClXU.i^ UCimdJlj JdVia 

’’Comrade Berman, a Communist Party functionary, is Jewish and a member of the old « 

St-ite Committee 1 would say, (he) is the head of the Cultural Section of the 

Party It seems to me that in his work in the past, pcrticul rly in the elec- * 

tions when he was one of those instrumental in setting up the Independent Citizens 
Conmittee of Arts, sciences and Professions, he has demonstrated a very excellent 
capacity for orreniz ation of a very excellent DOlitical character." I 



advised on April 4* 1946, thit the organization of the 
IndependenE^CiT^EJf^TWu^tee of the -vrts, Sciences and Professions by the Ca.a*iu- 
nist Party was directed nd planned in .his office at the "Daily ..orker" in 1944, 
by Lionel 3ernan of the Communist Party Cultural section, and Joseph Field of the 
Workers Library Publishing Company. He also advised that this organization was 
-a Communist controlled group in spite of the fact th t the majority of the member- 
ship was not Communist and a minority of the Co.mmunists were directing it. 

Lith regard to the Hollywood Chapter of the Independent^^^en^Ca|mt- 
the Arts, Sciences and Professions, Confidential Informant 
^■Hppf the Los Angeles Office, related that a meeting v.as called of unu .ae.iiOv.-rs 
o^the Hollywood Jo.aocratic Co:.K.iittee at the African Legion Hall in Hollywood 
on June 6, 1945. He stated th t at this meeting approximately 3uO iridiviuoais 
were in attendance all believed to be members of the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

;. i.-uett Livery, “tYasident of the Jcreen .riters Gtild, concerning 
whom inform: t3 oa is set out under the ocreen ..riters Guild in this me.. t orandum, 
was chairman of the meeting. He related th -t Herman ihualir* a motion picture 
oroducer, who has been affiliated with a long 15 r* cf Conmunist organizations 

wim • r.v«Av\A«Ai4 f ^ f t lio n am ^ ftn inha rth tn w l/novn a a f he 

Wda W4 anj * l i/vjuu uu*. 1 u ouw ucn mi ukLiiC.vj.ua hiuux i na^ auv^it aw uuw 

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
affiliate with the National organization called the Indeoe^^^t Citizens Ca.imit- 
r tee of the Arts, Sciences end Professions. According John Howard Lawson 

* led the Canmunist elements in this meeting. He stated ballot which 

had b?en previously selected was voted on <b 3 mere formality and .aany of the mem- 
bers of the executive committee of the HoUvv.ood Democratic Co “lit tee were elec- 
ted and continued :-s members of the executive committee of the Independent Citizens 
Coiiaittce of the Arts, Sciences and Frofessions. 
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Confidential Informant with reg?rd to this 

~ change in name and apparent chang^Lnca!^^ organization, that it 

♦ was due to the fact that the Canoiunist Party line had changed* He stated that 
from June 1945 until February 11 , 1947# the Hollywood Independent Citizens Co;uait~ 
tee of the Arts, sciences and Professions had followed those of the. Communist Party 
in the economic and political fields. He related that during the existence of this 
organization, it wa 3 the principal pressure group using the- prestige and influence 
of the Hollywood motion picture industry to support legislation endorsed by the 
Communist Party and its sympathizers. A dodger sttunped September 11, 1945# which is 
in the possession of the Los Angeles Crfice reflected that there were 93 mem- 
bers of the executive council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Of this number 14 have been identified as 
Communists t . the most reliable but very delicate sources* These Inaiviivals • 
are listed belor and their Cc^minist connections are set out in section I of tnis 
memorandum. 






c/illiam Frank Blovdtz 
Vcrval Dixon Crutcher 
Hex Ingram 
6 am Moore 

Mortimer ..Viliam rome ranee 
Dalton Trura’oo 
Margaret Bennett ..ills 



Sidney Ztobert Buchman 
Abram S. Burrows 
Louis Harris 
John Howard Lawson 
Jack Loss 

Earl Hawley Ko'oinson 
Frank ..’right Tuttle 

-In December of 1946 Confidential Informant P°rted 

that the National Headquarters of the Independent Cit^en^ToSajTte^o^t^e Arts, 
Sciences and Professions was contemplating merging with the National Citizens 
Political Action Co-uittee with the ultimate object of laying the foundation for 
a rt.. s 0 _ga]n*H liberal group In the United States* 

In January of 1947 Confidential InformantBUptated that the Holly- 
wood. Chapter of this organization was preparing to ^^out of existence under its 
present name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organization which was 
formed in New York City on December 28 and 29# 1946, called the Progressive Citi- 
zens of America* This latter, group was formed by the merger of the now defunct 
Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the Nation- 
al Citizens Political Action Committee. 



k 

i 



Prorressive Citizens of America 

According to Confidential Informant of the Los Angeles 

Office, the Southern California Chapter of the Progressiv^Citizena of America 
was organized on February 11, 1947* A leaflet which was distributed in the Los 
Angeles area Drior to February 11, 1947, announced that a meeting would be held 
on that date for the purpose of organizing this organization* * The leaflet announced 
that Jo Davidson, National Chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America would 
be the principal speaker* For r.»yrv>«*« it should be pointed out 

that Jo Davidson has been identified b: 
of the New York Office, as a Communist. 
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Confidential Informant the San Diego 

Office reported that Eduard iiosk acte^aSninalxHH^oi^f^WI^HLsational meeting 
of the Progressive Citizens of America* Uosk, who outlined the purpose of the 
meeting introduced Dr* Linus Pauling* Pauling discussed the nroduction of atomic 
energy and the atomic bomb and its significance to world government* John Cromwell, 
the retiring Chaire?n of the Hollywood Independent Citizen* Coardttee of the «rts. 
Sciences and Professions commented regarding the consolidation of the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the National Citizens 
Political Action Committee* 



Jo Davidson, the National Chairman, then explained the r >urx>se of 
i the new organization*- Following Davidaon*s remarks, Robert >». Kenny, former 

attorney general of California, was elected chairman of this branch, tflce Chair- 
men elected were Edward -*osk, Howard Koch, Jr. Linus Pauling, Lena Lome, ^eriial * 
Ostrow and Gene Kelly, and Lrs. Jill jam Dieterie, secretary* 



Of the 100 directors elected, the following known Communists, whose 
Cajxnunist Party affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum were 
included: 

Sam Albert 
Edward Bibeman 
Abe Burrows 
Lou Harris 
John Howard Lawsor. 

Anne Revere 

- 2* rl Robinson 

"* Dalton Trumbo 

In addition, the following Communists who are not identified in Section X 
of this memorandum were also elected to the board of directors: 



-largaret Bennett ..ills 

Henry Blankfort 

Howard ua Silva 

Sam iSoore 

Fred Rinaldo 

/•'Irian Scott 

Frank Tuttle 



Dr. Hurray Abowjtz 



Dr. Abowitz, who is presently practicing medicine at 653 South Bonney 
Brae Avenue, Los Angeles, has been identified by a .dost higiily confidential but 
delicate source in 1942 as a. tfember of the ifedical Brfmch, Professional Section, 
„ Los Angeles Country Communist ’P-.rty. 



Philip *!* Connelly 



Connelly is the Los Angeles Newspaper Guild, 

Confidential Informant a raid reliable Informant 
Los Aryreles Office who 

Angeles, rej 

per month to the Los Angsles County Communist Party as a sustainer fee* 

She stated that Connelly pays this fee, £10.00, regularly and* other CIO function-, 
aries also pay a regular sum monthly* Connelly is at present secretary-treasurer 
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o^the Los Angeles Industrial Union Council, In addition to this information 
HH£|£rel&ted that in the first part of 1943 , she attended a meeting nhich^as 
attenae^b^^tne 30 Communist Party members at which Connelly was present. Accord- 
ing toflp^^p Connelly identified himself as a Communist and attacked the leaders 
of the CoSminist Party at that time. 



Charles J. Kata 



Kata is an attorney in Los Angeles. He signed the brief of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Party petition filed before the California Supreme Court 
in June of 1942 placing the Party on the ballot. John Leach, former Coamunist 
Party organizer testified concerning Katz before the grand jury as follows: “I 

knew Katz as a Canraunist Party member; he was active in professional study groups, • 
organizing professional study groups in Hollywood for the Communist Pcrty. Katz 
was in the Communist fraction of the Anti-Hazi League. &itz received membership 
book from Stanley Lawrence 11 

Ben Carrolls 

Through a highly confidential but most reliable source, it was ascertained 
that Ben Margolis was a member of the Engels Branch of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party during 1946. Uargolis was formerly a law partner of Katz, Galla- 
gher and itargolis, a legal firm which represented CIO local unions and Communist 
Party members. 

T 1 1 ... 

wren 

- ■ •-* __ 

Discontinued Informant^^^^^^^^^^^^Vadviscd that Uiller, a negro 
attorney in Los Angeles, was Communist Party, having 

Communist Party book number 75-393. According to^^^V Mill er 1 « Party name was 
Laurence Rossmore. Hiller has also been identifi^^^ffn the national Lawyers 
Guild. . 



Georre Pepper 

Pepoer is the execuJbive director of the Arts, Sciences and Professional 
Council of the Progressive Citizens of America. Through a most reliable but very 
delicate source of information. Pepper was identified op July 22, 1943, as & mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, He was also identified on June 30, 
1944* through this same source as a member of the Communist Political Association. 

the Los Angeles Office, 
the past several years had 
*. been affiliated with or active in numerous Coununiat front organizations. 

The program of the Progressive Citizens of America both in California 
and nationally has closely paralleled that of the Co miunist Party. This was one 



According to Confidential Informan 
Robert A. Kenny, the chairman of this chapter 
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of the first organizations to moat vigorously attack the President's proposal for 
aid to Graaoa and Turks/, as did tbs Conniat Bart/* Also this organisation 
joined with tbs Civil Right* Congress, a national front organisation, in protesting 
? against tbs clt/ authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and Alban/, New fork, who failed 
to permit Paul Robeson to speak in tbs public schools* Tbs national organisation 
is now publishing a monthl/ paper called tbs ■ Progressive Cl ti sens*. This paper is 
being circulated by the California Chapter* The California group is represented 
on this staff by the following individuals i Herman Shuialln; Norman Corwin, radio 
coenentator; John Cromwell, writer; Lillian Hillman, writer. Gene Kell/, actor; 
Frederic March, actor; Robert W. Kenny, ex-California State Attorney General; 
and Paul Robeson singer and actor. 



With regard to Herman Shumlin, InforaantBHBbas reported that he was 
one of the endorsers of the American Peace Mobilisation, a Communist front organi- 
sation, a member of tbs League of American Writers, and a teacher at the Hollywood 
Writers School* 



Norman Corwin, according to ^ 
for Writers and a member of the Indepe 
and Professions* 




0n\ 



was a lecturer at the Hollywood School 
Citisena Connittee of the Arts, Sciences 



The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by InfozmantflHgas 
having been a member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee o^the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions and also having participated in radio forias sponsored 
by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood on January 5 , 1945* 




has been a member of the 
on. the Independent Ci ti- 



the writer, Lillian Heilman, according to 
League of Aaerican Writers, tbs American Peace Mobi 
sens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and connected with the Joint 
Anti- fascist Refugee Committee* 

« 

Actor Gene Kelly has been identified byfljlw 
the Hollywood Independent Citisena Cocsdttee of tn^Ka 
and a umber of the Progressive Citisena of America. 



s having been a member of 
Sciences and Professions, 



Actor Frederic March has been referred to by Inforaant^HHu 



is a former 

je^^f^ths^Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, SciencJ^^xuT Professions* 
[has reported thst March is a member of the Communist Party* 



;fi 
} to 

£ Of 
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Former California State Attorney General Robert M. Kenny has been identi- 
co-chalraan of the Progressive Citizens of America* He also, according 
wa a affiliated with the National Win the Peace Conference and a member 
llywood Independent Citizens Comities of tbs Arts, Sciences and Professions 



Singer Paul Robeson has been identified as having been motive in the 
American Peace Mobilisation, th ejjat^on al Win the Peace Conference, and the Council 
of African Affairs by Informant 
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i The above referred to organizations are discussed U this section of the 

i meaorandura, w?th the exception of the Council of African Affairs, a Cooaunist 
* influenced group. 



The Progressive Citizens of /unerica on lay 9, 19*7, issued an ultimatum 
printed in the "Daily Variety", Hollywood trade publication, protesting the investi- 
gations being conducted by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and defend- 
ing the rights of the Communist Party in the United at&tes* 



Confidential I elated that the Progressive 
Citizens of America held a meetin^forHenry A. ..allace in the Gilmore dtadium 
on the night of :iny 19, 1947* According to the "Daily People’s ..orld," *.est Coast 
Conimu nisl newspaper on ^ay 2i, 1947, 30, OCX} people were in attendance, according 
collection was taken up at this meeting for the support of the PC.*, 
um of approximately % 36,000 w^s realized. He stated that a number of 
Hollywood celebrities including Charles Chaplin, Ddward G. Robinson and Paul hen- 
reid were among the lnrge contributors. 



to 

an 



t VliU I U.^,1 

*umunist i 



According to Informant^H^the Progressive Citizens of America estab- 
lished a division in Hollywood i^June 13, 1947, *at a meeting called by Rose Hobart, 
screen actress; John Garfield, actor, Paul Draper, actor; and Anne Revere, screen 
actress. According to^^HB this unit is to be known as the Hollywood Arts, 
Sciences and Profession^TWncil of the PGA* Its chairman is John Cromwell, screen 
-director .wid the grouD^^xecutive director is George Pepper. The purpose of this 
Council, according to flB^Bis to participate in all local political affairs, elec- 
tions and projects whu^TJne national PCA grcup endorses and supports. The Commu- 
nist affiliations of Garfield, Revere and Pepper have been previously set out as 
have the affiliations of Cromwell with Communist infiltrated or influenced organi- 
zations. 



This council published a brochure in early July of 1947 announcing that 
& conference on the subject of thought control in the United States was to be 
held at the Beverly Hills Hotel froa July 9-13, 1947 under the auspices of the 
Progressive Citizens of America. This brochure announced that rt in recent months 
an increasing number of incidents have occurred, indicating an unhealthy tendency 
in our national life — a tendency to prevent freedom of individual expression which 
had always been the guarantee of our democratic culture. This conference has been 
called in order to document and examine these incidents separately and as part 
i of a majority tendency. If such a tendency does exist and continues to develop 
^ unchallenged, it can lead in only one direction— biased control of the thought 

* patterns of all the American people •" ^ . 

> . * -*1 

The opening session of this conference which was attended by Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office was addressed by John Howard Lawson 1 , leading Communist 
Screen writer in the motion picture industry whose Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum. Lawson commenced his remarks by mention 
. ing that Various individuals had recently accused Henry Wallace of giving Europe 
a false impression of America by saying that America is not imperialistic and 






has no imperialist alas. In his speech Lawson reviewed the historic struggles 
of Drogressive forces and individuals throughout United States history and also 
pointed out the imperialistic actions in its past and present foreign policy. 

The keynot^sncaker of the opening sessions was Homan Corwin, who according to 
InformantflJHHfcls so the Party that it would be difficult to say he 

is not a cH^^^nd who H^^Vhas heard discussed favorably by Communist Party 
officers on numerous occasB^ in connection with the Communist Party program of 
infiltration in the motion picture industry. Corwin in his address condemned the 
war psychosis being put upon the people today and also condemned the activities 
of such groups as the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Tenney Com- 
mittee, which is the California State Un-American Activities Committee and the , 
Hearst Press. 



At t.he final session of the conference on thought control held on the 
evening of July 13, 1947, Robert Kenny, an executive of the PCA stated that the 
organization stands “for nationalization of oublic utilities, the coal industry, 
and steel industry and any other industry where nationalization would advance 
the common good." Kenny stated frequently that free enterprise was not working 
and that those proponents of this economy should admit this and reach for new 
solutions to the changing economic problems of our complex system. Prior to the 
adjournment of the conference, resolutions were adopted Including the signing of 
a letter to the President advising him of the vicious tyoe of thought control 
existing in the United States and that thought control evidenced a trend toward 
fascism. The resolution advocated the abolition of the Un-American Activities 
Committee and the abandonment of the Truman Doctrine. It further called for the 
discontinuing of the loyalty test recently instituted by the federal Government. 



it George Pepper and .<aldo bait, who have 
oreviousiy been identified as Communists in Hollywood, had charge cf all the arrange* 
raents for this thought control conference. In addition the nrogram reflects that 
the following individuals, who have previously been identified as Cauuunists either 
in Section 1 cr Section 111 in connection with the various Coiaraunist front cr._ani* 
zations active in the Hollywood rrea, participated actively in this program. 



i 



lidwar Hibernian 
Philip Stevenson 
Sara Ornitz 
Charles J. Katz 
iiorris Car.iovsky 
Dr. Murray Abowitz 
idelv-in Levy 
Donald Ogden Stewart 
Adrian Scott 
GpIc bonder gaard 



Albert Laltz 
Dan Jarves 
George Jklar 
Howard Da Silva 
Anne Revere 
Guy Isidore 
Wilma Shore 
Sam Loore 
Lee Cobb . 



Hollywood Anti-Nazi League Alt 

The Hollywood Anti -Nazi League was set up. in the motion picture industry 



) 0 



for the purpose of defending America's democratic rights against Kazi influence* 

» The organization had among its original officers such well-known Caanunist as 
* Herbert Biberaan, director, and Gale Sondergaard, actress. The Communist Party 
affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section X. Following the Hitler- 
Stall n Fact and the consequent change in the Communist Party line from opposition 
to Fascism to a program of general isolation, the organization was liquidated. 

Hollywood Learuc for Democratic Action 

According to Informant the Hollywood League for Democratic Action 

was .Tt’de up of the same peoole v.ftn were active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 
although its activities were just the reverse of the Anti-Hazi Lea jpie because of 
the change in the Uomrunist Forty program. Many of the leading people in t w is 
organiz tion "were also identified with the Communist i-arty, such as Dalton Trumbo, 
Frank Tuttle and John »exley. The Communist Party affiliations of these individuals 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. This organization dropped out of the 
picture with the coming of the American Peace Mobilization. 

The rjnerican Peace Mobilization 



This organization was •' national Communist front group which, in 
Hollywood, was under the leadership of Herbert Oib^rman. Other known Cofumunists 
active in this movement were John Howard Lawson, Dalton Trumbo, Frank Cuttle and 
Guy Kr/iore. The Communist P.rty af f illations of these individuals are set out in 
beet ion Iv -Hany of the so-called "intellectuals" who had been active in Coaounist 
front movements in Hollywood were also active in supporting the American Peace 
Mobilization. - Probably one of the most prominent of these so-called "intellect u -Is" 
was Donald Cgden Stewart, a ;aemb r of the Le^ c ue of American ..riters. International 
Libor Defense, Screen ./riters Gun^^and the Hollywood writers Mobilization, accord- 
ing to Confidential Informant 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Co.amittee 



Infonoantf^^Hrel^ed that from 1937 on, during the period of the opan- 
ish Revolution, numerous Communist front groups were formed in the Uniced States 
to assist the Co:nmunist cause in Spain. Prominent among these groups were the 
Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, Span- 
ish Refugee Relief Campaign, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood 
i Committee for ..riters in £xile, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 

A These groups had found membership and support among the intellectual group in the 
| Hollywood area. The remnants of these groups were consolidated together with the 
$ formition of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. This organization, a Com- 
munist influenced group, was said to be interested only in those refugees whose * 
political opinions coincided with those who were in control of the Committee. 








"Rational Crg. Dept.* addressed to "Dear Comrades." this directive which was 
dated April 13, 1943 stated in parts ^ 

"The Joint Anti-fascist Refugee Committee has undertaken the patriotic 
duty of organisin'? a mass campaign for the release and rehabilitation of anti- 

e f* ^ a f t*A 4 m Wa setts imas«4 >ia Paniie A a as* s\1 e a ail 4 « am A 4 a* < 
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of paramount concern to America*****Ve are therefore suggesting that your State 
Sxecutlve Ckjncsittae discuss how the Y.C.L. can effectively participate in this 
campaign*. ... ..and would also he well if every district made a contribution to 

work of this committee*.* *..Ve are sending you under separate cover publicity 
petitions and nos t cards*****” 



^H^^H^HH^^Bi^wa^ascertaiaed on February 16, 1945, tha^feHxXusmi^^ • 
oi the of the Joint Antl-»Fascist Refuges Committee *tndt Marian 

Owens of the San Francisco Chapter of the Joint Anti-fascist Refugee Committee 
met with Carl f inter, at that time President of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Political Association, regarding the Joint Anti-fascist Refugee Coar.ittee policy. 
Carl Vinter summarized the decisions made at this meeting as follows: 

1* Consolidation of the Los Angeles and Hollywood offices of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee should be effected* 

2* An executive committee should be established. 

^ , 3* Crosier relations with Var Veterans should be effected* 

The following officers, past and present of the L 09 Angeles Branch of the 

-Ta 4ef itl f 4 Pft ma4 mA Da#I4 #•* A AA AA A MA Vma. .« ^A«I**Mw4 . 4 . « 
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One Helen ".anfield Fischer at present ie executive secretary of the 
Los Angeles Branch of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, h avin g held this 
ositlon-alnce a t legis t April 7, 1942. Informant 

nraunist Party Head quart a 

on October 26, 1943, was listed ns a guest to be Invited 
to the Loe Angeles County Communist Convention held October 30, 31, 1943 in 
Ice Angeles* She was listed as a guest from Branch B (Cartoonists of the 
Horthwest Section of the Lob Angeles County Communist Party)* This data was 
further confirmed by information received from a most reliable but very delicate 
, source on Sovember 1$, 1943, which reflected that she was a mother of the 
4 Communist Party* 









Accordin'? 



rnation ootaineu iron 






omounist PSrty headquarters, 
iary 5, 1945 has opened the "Spanish 

Refugee Appeal* * The letterheads of this "Spanish. Refugee Appeal" of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee list among others 14 Individuals from the motion 
picture Industry of whom the following are known Communists and their Communist 
connections are set out in Section I of this memorandum* . 1 
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Canada Lee Hobart Rotten ' * 

Alb art Malts Hal ton Trucho f 

Karen Ho r lay 

A^a^exagrol^o^the fund raising activities of this group, Confidential 
Informantfl|^^H||H|^^^^^f the Los Angeles Office, vho Is a Communist Party 
member, ad9TW^^^^!^19^!S5 that the women's division of the Joint Anti-Fascist 
Refugee Comaittee held a Spanish Refugee Appeal luncheon at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel on May 2. 1945* The sponsors of this luncheon included the following per- 
sons identified with the motion picture industry; according to this sources 

Mrs. John Howard Lawson , identified as a member of the Los Angeles County, 
Communist Party through a very reliable but most delicate source on November 16, 
1943. 



Mrs. Albert Malts * also identified as a mesflber of the Communist Party by 
this same source on the same date. 

Mrs- Pnlton Trunbo was also identified as a member of the Communist Party 
through this same source on this sArae date. 



I 

! 

^ - Miss Qale Sondarraard also known as Mre, Herbert Biberman. Sondergaard 
was Identified as a Communist through a most reliable but very delicate source on 
the following dates, August 31, 1944. January 8, 1945, January 16, 1945, February 
26, 1945 and November 19, 1945. 

The following Hollywood personalities have appeared as hardliners for the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee in the Lot Angeles functions of this group; 

Oil vin de Haviland and Philll-n PornonMarchlg^l943-^T^ a Information 
was obtained from Confidential Informant foraer member 

of the Communist Party, who furnished 

* Paul Rob g son and Ha gel Scott on August 5, 1943. This information was 

obtained from the Vest coast Communist newspaper the "Peoples Jorld" on July 10 v 
1943. 



Mrs, Frank Tuttle , she was identifi ed as a meaber of the Los Angeles 
County Communis ** P* »■»-*•• on IWfrnhg r 19, 1946 o| 

9 V * U4 Wj 9 




John Garfield and Paul Robeson on February 4 , 1945. Oils information 
was obtained from personal observation of a Special Agent of the Lot Ac^eie* Field 
Division. 



Rita Haworth . According to the "Peoples tforld* of June 20, 1946, Rita' 
Hayworth was listed as the honorary chairman of the women's division, Spanish 
Refuges Appeal for a function on June 2, 1946. 
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The Actors Laboratory 

The Actors Laboratory, according to Confidential Informant is a 

Communist controlled institution where screen and stage acting is purportedly taught 
by directors* actors and writers affiliated with the motion picture industry* 

He stated that this school was formerly located in Hew fork City under the name 
of the Croup Theatre* The G-roup Theatre was said to he affiliated with the Hew 
Theatre league, an alleged Comrunist venture* He related that the Hew Theatre 
League* from about 1932 until 1938* was a propaganda agency making uss of the stage 
as a medium which was successful in turning out actors who later served the Commu- 
nist movement in the United StAtes. He reported that the Actors Laboratory cooper- 
ates with such organ!':''. t ions as the Hollywood ./riters Mobilisation and formerly p 
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

The certificate of incorporation of this organization filed in the County 
Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflects the following aims and purposes of this 
organization! 

"I* To conduct clcssas for study of theatre arts* acting* dancing, stage 
craft* plr.y writing, radio acting and performing* 

2. To conduct classes In the study of analysis of contemporary plays* 
moving pictures and radio programs. 

3. To produce and present dramatic material such as plays, review and 
radio progrvns, fd t the purpose of informing and educating the members of the 
public. 

' * # ~ 

4* To conduct social affairs deemed to be for the benefit end interest 
of the members of this corporation. - 

Throu :h a most reliable out very delicate source* information contained 
in a report proper ed by Elizabeth Leach* organiser of the Horthweat Section cf tbs 
Los Angeles County Communist Party Political Association* was obtained on January 
15, 1945, from which tho following is quoted* 

“To provide a center for professional actors to experiment 
with and develop their acting technique, to provide a mean* 
b which professional actors can render greeter war services 
and a school. 




/ 



■The laboratory has quite 
baa no* demanded to Indnd 
It la no* preaantlng weekl 
the war service prograa wh 
In the press* There are v 
political content of the n 
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Larry Parks 

Art Staith 

Abraham L* Polonsky 

- - Jack Bragin, also one 

whose practice la confined to t] 
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Communist* 
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This or^nizatlon, according to Confidential IoformntSJHgw&g. 
set tip for the purpose of aiding the strike in the notion pic turned!?? try which 
occured In March of 1945* This strike developed as a result of a Jurisdio- 
tlonal dispute “between the Conference of Studio Unions and the IATSjE and was 
discussed under the section headed "Conference of Studio Unions** He stated 
that this Committee was tinder Communist control and that It' was made up of 
individuals who were active in such Connuniat front groups in Hollywood as 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Connlttee, a^well as the Screen Writers 8 Guild* Known Communist Party members, 
according to flHVver e active in leading this Committees. They included Frcnk 
Tuttle, I^waraHcnytryk, and I *. Sadie Ornits, wife of Saza Ornits, formerly 
a Communist Part?' functionary in Los Angeles* The Communist Party affiliations 
o^Tuttle, Draytryk, And Sam Ornitz are set out in Section I of this memorandum* 
imifrelftted that the entire strength of the Communist Party was concentrated 
on^he strike through this Committee* He stated that leaflets and bulletins 
signed by the Los Angeles County Communist Party and other Communist Party 
branches were distributed freely by members of this group who engaged in 
picket duty. 



The TTatlonal Committee to fin the Pern 



Confidential XnformintjBBK*elat?d that this organization came into 
existence in Hollywood on May 12»I9?o, and was sponsored by mny individuals 
who hhve Vrbviously been affiliated with the Coarnnist movement through various 
front organ! ?at~n8. In this connection, it should be pointed out that the 
Uhtional Committee to -*in the Peace is known to have been promulgated and sup- 
ported by the Coanunist Party, its press and supporters. The Los Angeles 
meeting held on Iiay 12, 1946, refer-od to abev^, was undor the guidance of 
Conrrrunist William Pomerance, Sxecutive Secretary of the Screen Writer*s Guild, 
end Corar.nuvist sympathizer Willis J. Hill, President of the People* s Hducr.tionnl 
Center* The Communist infiltration and Influence in these two groups hnva been 
discussed in this section of the memorandum* 
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The Hollywood forum, according to Inf ormant va* held under the 

auspices of the "Hally People's World," feet Coast Communist newspaper* This 
group, devoted to the discussion of Communis* or Communist propaganda* was under 
the control Of many Cnm mini gtg ft ml C nnmnnl «t ■yvtpftthizer! affiliated with th* 
motion picture industry* Individuals who have been active in this group in* 
elude Y&ldo Salt* San Omits* John Howard Iavsan* and Alvah Bessie* all of 
whoa have been identified as Communists* Their Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

John Barn^r and Associ** tea 



In August of 1946 Confidential Inf ormant ^ related 
that this organization was a recently forned "publi^relatKnp-^^jegroup 
which had announced that its functions were to "see that lib ml, progressive 
commentators such as are listed us supporting the organizations. Are kept on 
the air as an antidote to the radio prostitute* who put their personal well- 
being Above that of their fellow Auer leans* •••• ■ Among the persons listed as 
supporting this ;roup who are directly or indirectly connected with the 
Hollywood film Industry are! Aver ill Bersan, radio commutator who was a 
nonber of the Executive Council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Connittee 
for the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and Peter DeLlma, radio comment* tor 
who has been connected with the Progressive Citizens of America as well as the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization* All of these organizations mentioned above 
have bben jubjee£*^tfl Communist infiltration or influence. Confidential 
Informant^lB^Q^w^ted that also listed as supporting this venture were bus- 
inessmen ^nTol Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Connunist position. 



iuslnessj 



Confidential Informant related that this is al~o a pressure- 

type organization in the Hollywood Sectioiy^^h cooperates with John Barnes 
and Asgodates* -hi s group, according to is obviously a GomtuTu s t pressuri 

group because of the names givbn as supporti^s it. Some of them are! Paul 
Robeson, Bartley C* Crum, and Robert Y. Kenny* The Communist affiliations of 
Kenny and Robeson are previously set out in this section of this memorandum* 
Concerning Bartley C* Crum, the Washington Hally News for September 4, 1946, 
.reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Committee for Spanish 
^freedom, a sponsor of the American Touth for nomocracy, an Initiating sponsor 
*of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts* Sciences* and professions, 
fmnA ^ Vice-President of the National Lawyers Guild* All of tbs sbovo groups 
have been inf il't rated or were under the influence of Comnualsts or CosEnmie t 
sympathizers* i 



* * 
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The Aderlcan-Rus->lan Institute 



Confidential Informant m stated in March of this year that ths 
^.American- Russian Institute opened an office at 6607 Hol3.yvood Boulevard* It 
should be pointed out that the Arcericaa-Huasian Institute is a Soviet propaganda- 
type organisation which acts as a dissemination center for Husslan propaganda 
in Hollywood. Alvah Bessie# writer# identified in Sect^^^Las a Communist# 
and Lewis Milestone# who has been reported by Informant having been 

a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee* the Leagu^of American Writers 
and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts# Sciences and 
Professions# have been affiliated with this organisation. Additional informa- 
tion concerning the Anerican-Russian Institute is also set out In this summary 
under the section captioned, "Soviet Activities in Hollywood." 

The Civil Rights Centres s 

The Civil Rights Congress is a national Communist front organization 
formed as the result of the nerger of the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties# International labor Defense# and the Michigan Civil Rights Federa- 
tion. The International labor Defense was an organisation under the influence 
of Corrnunists and Communist sympathizers# and the other two above mentioned 
organizations were declared subversive by the Attorney General in that they 
came within the purview of the Hatch Act. The Civil Rights Congress has been 
active in snear-type activities directed at the Department of Justice and the 
-Bureau. For erapple# the "Milwaukee Journal" on September 7, 1946, reflected 
that 5 letter had been sent by the Milwaukee Chapter of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress to the President of the United States# asking for the removal of Attorney 
General Ton Clark and Director John Edgir Hoover for failing to bring the 
lynchers to Justice. In addition, this organization lias been very active in 
fighting the T?.f t-Hartley Labor Bill, defending the civil rights of Gerhard t 
Sisler and denouncing all efforts to outlaw the Communist Party. This organi- 
zation has received the support of such well knovax Communists in the notion 
picture Industry as Ring I*\rdner# Jr.# who has been carried as a member of the 
National Board of the Civil Rights Congress. The Communist Party affiliations 
of Ring iArdner# Jr., are setrout in Section I of this memorandum. 

Sgtfeacft Gorrfgrgqgft f<?r Hunan -feJLfaai 

The Southern Conference for ftiman '/elfare# a national Communis i front 
movement# which has been described by Earl Browder as a transmission belt used 
-V by the Party for the dissemination of its propaganda# received the support of 
■0 the motion picture industry# primarily through the efforts of Melvyn Douglas, 
husband of Helen Oahagan Douglas# who has been affiliated with such grour* as 
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the Hollywood Dmpcratic Committee In an executive capacity, This aff Ilia- 
1 tlcn of Melvyn Douglas Is set out In the Jack Tenney Un-Ana rl can Activities 
U report for the State of California to the 55th California Legislature. 

> Informant Wolf reported during March of 19U7 that Melvyn Douglas acted as 
the Hollywood representative of thla organization In a money-raising campaign. 
He mailed out letters soliciting funds under his own signature. 



t 



The National Negro Congress 



The National Negro Congress Is a nationally known Conmunlst front 
organization under the control of Dr. Max Tergan, a known Communist. This 
organisation has been declared sub vers ire by the Attorney General In that it 
comes within the purview of the Hatch Act. The December 12, 191*6 issue of 
the Los Angeles Sentinel, Negro Newspaper, carried a list of the members of 
the Executive Board of the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress. 
Included among those listed was John Howard Larson, Cammmlst screen writer. 




The Russlan-Amerlcan Club 

Informant related that In August of 19hh this Club was 

created In Holl^rood with the minounced purpose of raising money for the people 
of the Soviet Obion through the Russ lan- American Society for Medical Aid to 
Russia. Included among the Communists who have supported this organization 
Is Frank Tuttle who has been identified In Section I as a Communist. In addi- 
. tlcn, Lewis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandum, 
together with others who have supported the Conmunlst front movement, supported 
this organization. 
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The fteopl^s Educational Center, also known as The Lee Angeles 
Educational Association, Incorporated 

The People's Educational Center announced its curriculum far the 
ten-wek winter ten which begin on January 19 , 1948 . Classes and Instructors 
odT this school purport to give an accurate and scientific analysis of what is 
going on in the world and to assist the average man to "achieve a clear 
orientation •" The courses are broken down into such divisions as "The World • 
Today". Psychology, the Cultural Field and the Trade Chios School. Of par* 
ticular interest are the courses and instructors in tbs Cultural Field, 
particu l a r ly dealing with film and radio writing* The announced courses In 
this field are listed belowt 

Screen Writing X 

This is a lecture course on the technio of screen writing, 
and the Instructor will be Robert Lees* Less was a member 
of the Cultural Section of the Camaunist Political Association 
and the fl owmin-t m± Arty a m at 1944-1945* This information 
^ c was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source* 

Scr.en.lrl ting H 

This apparently is a more advanced course in screen writing 
and will be handled by one Bernard Gordon* Gordon like Leee 
above was a known Coranain1.it Political Association and CoBnunlst 
Party member in the Cultural Section in 1944 and 1945* This 
information was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate 



Screen Writing HI 

This purports to be an advanced workshop course on original 
stories and the announced instructor is M 1 '-fr a e] Uris* Uris 
Is a motion picture writer who, at latest reports, is working 
far 20th Century Foot* Be was a member of the Cultural Group 
of the C gamin let political Association mad tbs Communist 
fhrty In 1944 and 1945* This information was obtained by a 
highly confidential and delicate source* 





( m 



Jkacticsl Journalism 

The instructor will be Loo Simon* Simon is & to 
party member os of 1946-1947* This information 
by o highly confidential and deli oa to source. 



Communist 

obtained 



Short Story - Advanced 

Tbs instructor will be Ulna Shore. Evidence is at hand 
that Ulna Shore was a member of the Ccnmmlst Political 
Association and the Communist FUrty in 1944 and 1945* 

This information was obtained by a highly confid e ntial and 
delicate source* 



Workshop in the Novel 



Instructors will be Guy Endore and John Sanford* Both 
Endore and Sanford are writers, and both were members of 
the Coomunlst Political Association and Communist Party 
in 1944 and 1945* This info mat! on was obtained by a 
highly confidential and delicate source* 

Bight Russian Films 



According to the PEC announcement, this course will be 
co-sponsored by American Gallery Films and purports to 
be a series of 16 millimeter film showings with dLs- 
> c cuss ions led by one Harold Salemson* The Los Angeles 
Office has no documentary evidence of Salemson *s Party 
membership, but the indices reflect numerous references 
to him of such a nature as to make him a definite suspect* 

Radio Writing Workshop 

The Instructor will be Robin Black and guest lecturers. 

No Information concerning this individual's possible 
party affiliations Is available* 



Creative Wril 



- Advanced 



The instructor will ke Hugh Campbell. No evidence of 
Campbell's phrty affiliation is available* 

i 

\ To ehor the caaplete dominance of the People's Educational Center 

* by the Canonist Party, other courses being offered in different fields 
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\ are being briefly mentioned. 

| 3h the field of "The World Today*, there is a ooure* offered 

" entitled "Europe’s D1 Inane end American Foreign Policy* to be taught by 
Dr, Leo Bigelman. Bigelman is the President of tbs People f t Educational 
Center Board of Trustees* Hie qualifications for handling this course 
are somewhat obscure . However, he bee a long record of Caqsnniet party 
activity in the Loe Angeles area. He ia presently a mesber of the Ccmranist 
party’s Hollywood Ho. 2 Club. This information was obtained by a highly 
i confidential and delicate source. 

A. course entitled "History of the American labor Movement* la 
also to be offered, instructors in this course as announced are Milton 
Gottlieb, Maurice Howard, and Mil ten Tyre. Of these three instructors, 
Maurice Howard and Milton Tyre are known Communist Party members, the latter 
being an attorney. This information was obtained by a highly confidential 
and delicate source. 



A course to be offered is entitled "Trade Union Principles and 
Practices* • The coordinator for this course is Lloyd Vandycke, and the 
instructors will be Helmer Bergman and Leo Gallagher. All three of these 
individuals are Comunlst Party members • With regar^ be has 
been identified as a Conaunist by the informantHj^HBHH^m^ who 
is a paid confidential informant and local functToiSr^o^tne Comminiat 
Party in. Los Angeles. Bergman has t by a 

discontinued confidential who was a 

member of the Comnunist Party, and b^^nx|R^co5i3entSRLnd delicate 
source. Leo Gallagher bee been a C conaunist attornay for a number of years 
end in the past has repeatedly run far public office on the CQBsunist 
ticket. 



"Medicine for the LeymanF ia the title of a course to be offered* 
The coordinator for this course la Dr. Murray Abowits, and Dr. Hyman 
Engelberg is one of tbs instructors. Both are members of the local Canonist 
forty and have been for a number of years. This information was obtained 
- by a highly confidential and delicate souroe. 

A course to be offered is entitled "Political Economy", the 
announced instructors of which are Frank Thomas, Leonard Felm, and Katherine 
4 McTernan, All three are members of the Communist forty at the present time* 
| This Information was obtained by a highly confidential and dalloate source* 

* * i 
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m the field of Work® hope In Art, the People's Educational Center 
announces three Seeing sod painting courses and a course on film Strip and 
Slide PI In Workshop. The three Erasing and Painting courses are to be 
handled bp one Arnold X caches, while the Film strip course sill be coordinated 
p y on e Frank Thomae, Both M caches and Thonas are cu rrent members of the 

STSSff-IfS* Jt Uar l atn « • Photogriph.- by trad.. Ihl, information 
was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 



In the Held of Music and Arte, 
slth the following instructors handling th 



various courses are being offered 
as as announced: 



Fred Warren 
Donald Mets 
Ted Gillen 
Albert Hoxie 
David Rosen 
Margrlt Rosa 



All of these individuals are members of the local Communist Party, 
nation was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 



This infor* 



Progressive Citizens of America 

Worker* of October 7, 1947, contained an article captioned 
•<i!^iT\v Ck ?° A P«*ley^ • ^ article pointed out more than 150 national 

A r 1 * arta * sciences and professions were to sponsor the conference 

CiVil Lit * rtl «* t0 be held in New fork City on 
October 25 and 26 under the auspices of the Progressive Citizens of America. 
Spongers included, according to the article, the foUosing individuals: 




Record Guy Tugsell, political science professor at the Uni vers 
of Chicago and former Governor of Puerto Rico; 

Film stars Gregcry Peck,' John Garfield, Gene Kelly, Fredric March 
and Florence Eldridge March; 

Film directors William Verier and John Cromwell) 

Radio director Norman Corwin; 

* 
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Scientists Dr. Tlaaa Paulin*, Zr . Haurice Tissobsr sad Dr. -elville 
Herakovite; . 



Ftayssriitfit# 



KsJIaanT^SiM Hrrt tod irtSfefTt 

, V- •• 

5. Harrti 5 

Conductor Leonard Bernstein} 



Composers Dr. Boy 5. Harris an3 ^irc 31its#tsin; tifeH: 




Tritars Louis Untesseyer, M*ric Tan Doren, Dashlall Harnett, Pcarard 
Fast ~nd Tilliam loss ^enet. 



Icncernin* thi 3 wr*e meeting, the ‘ r er» v ->rk ’'""at* carried an 
advertisement captioned "Tour Hanw is or Fv*rry JJn-J-^riean Gnbooena*. 

This advert! sonant stated that 19 Hollywood Progressives subpoenaed by tiie 
Thoinrs-P’nkin Coracittee v.ere to tell n tho rad story", /non* those listed 
to appear • ere tn* ? following: 



Alv*h Bessie, Herbert Bibernen, Bert hold Brecht, Lester Cole, 
Richard Collins, Fd*.;;ird Amytry- , f^ordon Kahn, Hovard Koch, Ring 
I-rdner, Jr., John ’lorarc I^vson. J’bert I-alta, Levis Milestone, 
Samuel Omits, Lrrry F-rks, I**vin? Pichel, ^bert k"s sen, ' ^ldo 
S-’lt, ..drian Acott, * ol ton Trumbo, Hartley Crun, Robert !-'*nny. 
Jot in Garfield, F*ul Lr*oor, ~’r* H»rlov Stanley, F^ank Tin^cion, 
and Senator Claude Peeper. 



Confidential Informant the Few York Office 

advised that at- the Frofressive conference on 

"Cultural Freed on and Civil Liberties", vhich was held at the Hotel Coc^iocore 
on October ?5, 19L7, former Assistant United States Attorney Conors l-A John 
Ro7*e addressed the gp.tticrin*. Aon *e stated that thn ?°T usually sends repre— 
sertatives to such i.w;eti:»~3 ?nd tnen asked any Tmn in the audience to invite 
his Chief, L Hoover, to ? debate *ith io/^e on ! * hic'n is the >eater 

Threat to America - Ccsaiunism or F?sciso. ! * lor?** also stated that the Hollywood 
odists and rritere should entirely i.more t!je ;i ousc CaerdtT.ee on Uo-Aiierican 
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ments. He said the best ti ay to fi^ht this Cased ttee trs* to laiord their *- 
subooeno** no to refure to an'rwer their nacstions, this source in comentlne 
on the conference, stated that leon-' rd Sn»le of "The Action", in aocuentin? 
on the Prfsiaert's loynlty Order, denounced the vork oT tae FBI *hiafc, he stated, 
vas revertin'* to the days of the "ralaer frida*. He also denounced theeoijr 
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; the FBI was doing In helping the Houae Ub-American Activities Ctmmittee. 
c Dr. Harlow Shapley, Progreeeive Citizens of America Chairman In Massactaisstts 
5 and Head of the Harvard Observatory at Cambridge, Massachusetts* read a 
■ letter to the . delegates frcm Henry A. Balls oe, 1*0 eas at that tlma visiting 
in Palestine. In this letter* Wallaoe requested the people to destroy the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities at the polls and In the courts. 

At the Progressive Citizens of America rally* which eas at 
St. Nicholas Arena* New Tcrk City* Senator Claude flapper addressed 7,000 
i who were in atte n da n ce and stated be advised the Hollywood witnesses appearing 
In Washington, D. C. to refuse to answer questions about their religious 
or political beliefs when questioned by the House C ami t tee on Un-American 
Activities. At the dosing session of the conference on October 26, 1947, 
this same source said that Senator Claude Pepper called upon the intellectuals 
of the country to provide leadership in a crusade to turn the Themes es and 
Rankins out of Congress. 

m addition to the above remarks, a speech written by Clin Downes* 
Music Critic of the New York "Times", and delivered in his absence by His# 

Ray Ledd also made disparaging remarks concerning the Bureau. 

Confidential informant the New York 

Office advised that he was in attenaffi^^^^E^^H^^WoR)* Press and 
Advertising Panel of the conference* which panel was held on October 25, 1947, 
.in the Hotel Barbizan FLaza, New York City. This source advised that at this 
panel* meeting. Ring Imrdner* Jr.* In commenting on the frees , stated that the 
newspapers with few exceptions seemed to engage unanimously in a campaign 
4 gainst the Soviet Union, preparing the people with the idea of an unavoidable 
w. lardner went on to state that he was talking with a colleague a week 
ago* whose son wanted to join the FBI and when his family was investigated* 
they found that his father made a progressive speech eight years ago 
therefore the applicant waa rejected. Lardner then pointed out that the 
records kept by the fBI are similar to those of the •Gestapo* with even a 
more detailed account. 

* Through a most highly con fi dential source* speeches given at this 

conference were obtained. Those of pertinence to tMip Mmorandum are being 
set out hereinafter. 

i 
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^ Speech of 0. John Rogge, Tomer Assistant United States Attorney 

I General, entitled "The Effect of the Loyalty Order*! 

At the outset Rogge indicated that those present sere meeting 
today to pat an sod to the advocates of "thought control" and that shat se 
have In oar midst today la incipient Fasciae. He stated that in the Felloe 
State tbs principal tool of the tyrant la fear, a citizenry afraid to speak 
and to think freely and Independently is the keystone of the Police State 
and he cause our people are being victimised by such a fear tbs danger Is 
i Immediate. The following verbatim excerpts were made by Rogges 

"The real reason we are here is to detezmine what se can do to 
halt this fantastic backward march to despotism. •• 



■primarily 1 am an attorney. In the course of representing persons 
victimized by the thought control offensive I have learned and I now believe, 
both as a citizen and as a lawyer, that the fight against the House Committee 
of Un-American Activities and other thought control agencies must be waged on 
EEe broadest and clearest constitutional grounds. • . .Senator Claude fbpper did 
not go far enough when he advised the Hollywood artiste and writers to appear 
but to answer no questions pertaining to their private political beliefs or 
Ideas, my advice to our Hollywood friends and to all others is not to appear 
at all.... 




^ e ."m my opinion the House Cceaaittee is unconstitutional, it violates 
not only the first Amendment but the 5th, 6th, 9th and 10th Amendments as well, 
and in my opinion no one need to appear to testify before such an unauthorized 
and unconstitutional agency of goverxmeot. The best way to fight this outfit 
is to ignore their subpoenas, refuse to answer their questions, and battle 
them right up to the Supreme Court.... 

■The Constitutional issues Involved in the loyalty check of the 
government employees are precisely the seme as those to which I have already 
referred. In that sector of ^he attack ay office is now studying tbs 
feasibility of moving to enjoin the Attorney General of the U. 3. from 
- designating as subversive such organizations as he, in his sole discretion, 
deems subversive." 

t Speech of Robert Kenny, farmer Attorney General of California, 

r, ITesldent of the national Lawyers' Guild and National Co-Chairman of tim FCA, 

-j entitled "How Fascism Grows" « i * 

i ^ 
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j At the outset of his talk, K eony ridiculed the work of the Thonee 

« Committee and the type of persons who were testifying for. the Committee with 
r particular ridicule being aimed at AdoljhXeoJocu 

a « • 

* ** 

In discussing the present figfct being waged by liberals and pro- 
gressives against the House un-American Activities Committee, Kenny stated] 

■The attempt to dictate the content of films ae wen as the content 
of the minds of the men end women who make them has brought about this willing-* 
i ness to fight back* This Committee is the first step towards the complete 
blackout of freedom of expression in the United States* ••• 

■Although purporting to act for the purpose of enacting legislation, 
the real purpose of the House Un-American Activities Committee is to intimidate 
all persona who hold radical or even liberal political opinions* They also 
tried to intimidate the producers in setting up a black list** 

Kenny continued his attack upon the House Un-American Activities 
Committee declaring it to be unconstitutional and said it was governnent by 
■press release* wherein all the hearings were timed to meet newspaper deadlines* 

"in the light of the history of these Committees, that is the 
original Dies Committee and on to the Thomas Committee, their effect on the 
American scene and the disaster that they have wrought in so many private 
' lives, I do not -think there can be any question concerning the question of 
Constitutionality of such a Committee which will ultimately be handed down 
..Joy the Supreme Court of the United States** 

Speech of Larry Parks, movie actor, entitled *!hat is Loyalty to 

America?*] 

In his talk, Mr* Parks stated that certain people are attempting to 
impose new standards of loyalty on America* Ha quotes from a recant article 
in Harper's Magazine which asks the question *Hhat is The Hew Loyalty?** 

Parks states that if you believe in socialized medicine or criticize a 

* member of Congress or oppose Franco or believe in price controls, you are 

* disloyal and Un-American* He stated that from this type of philosophy 
eventually speeches, books and art will have to conform to this new loyalty* 

g He said that the thoughts and deeds of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and 
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